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Na. 254. FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2 1, 1711. 

Virtaous lore is honourable, bat last iBcreaseth sorrow. 

%Y HEN I consider the false impressions which 
are received by the genei-ality of the world, I am 
troubled at none more than at a certain levity of 
thought, which many young women of quality 
have entertained, to the hazard of their charac- 
ters, and certain misfortune of their lives. The 
first of the following letters may best represent 
the faults I would now point at, and the answer 
to it, the temper of mind in a contrary character. 

^MY DEAR HARRIOT, 

* If thou art she, but oh how fallen, how 
changed, what an apostate ! how lost to all that is 
gay and agreeable ! To be married I find is to be 
buried alive ; I cannot conceive it more dismal 
to be shut up in a vault to converse with the 
shades of my ancestors, than to be carried down 
to an old manor-house in ihe^couiifefy, »?kI confi- 
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ned to the conversation of a sober husband, and an 
awkward chambermaid. For variety I suppose 
3rou may entertain yoursel£ with madam in her 
program gown, the spouse of your parish vicar^ 
who has by this time, I am sure, well furnished 
you with receipts for making salves and possets^ 
distilling cordial waters, making syrups, and 
applying poultices. 

^ Blest solitude ! I wish thee joy, my dear, of thy 
loved retirement, which indeed you would per- 
suade me is very agreeable, and different enough 
from what I have here described : but, child, I 
am afraid thy brains are a little disordered with 
romances and novels. After six months marriage 
to hear thee talk of love, and paint the country 
scenes so softly, is a little extravagant ; one would 
think you lived the lives of sylvan deities, or ro- 
ved among the walks of paradise, like the first 
happy pair. But pray thee leave these whimsiest 
and come to town in order to live, and talk like 
other mortals. However, as I am extremely 
interested in* your reputation^ I would willingly 
give you a little good advice at your first appear* 
ance upderthe character of a msu'ried woman. It 
is a little insolent in me, p^haps, to advise a mar 
tron ; but I am so afraid you wUl make so silly a 
figure as a fond wife, that I cannot help warning 
you not to appear in any public places with your 
husband, and never to saunter about St James's 
Park together: if you presume to enter the ring 
at Hyde Park together, you are ruined for ever; 
nor must you take the least notice of one another 
at the play-house, or opera, unless you would be 
laughed at for a very loving couple, most happily 
paired in the yoke of wedlock. I would recom- 
mend the example of an acquaintance of ours to 
your vnitati^i shfi,xs the most negligent and 
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fashionable "\vife in the world: she is hardly ever 
seen in the same place with her husband, and if 
they happen to meet, you would think them per- 
fect strangers ; she was never heard to name him 
in his sfbs^ence, and takes care he shall never be 
fhe subject of any discourse that she has a share 
in. I hope you will propose this lady as apattem, 
though 1 am very much afraid yon win be so silly 
to think Portia, «cc. Sabrne and Roman wives, 
much brighter examples. I wish it may never 
come into your head to imitate those antiquated 
creatures so far as to come iirto public in the 
habit, as well as air^ of a Roman matron. YoU 
make already the entertainment at Mrs. Modish*8 
tea-table : she says, ?fhe always thought you a dis- 
creet person, and qualified to manage a family 
fith aidmirable prudence ; she dies to see what 
iemure and serious airs wedlock has given you, 
lut she says, she shall never forgive your choice 
f so gallant a man as Bellamour to transform 
m into a mere sober husband ; it was unpardon- 
ile. You see, my dear, we all envy your happi- 
ness, and no person more than 

Yopr humble -servant, 

Lydia.' 

* Be not in pain, good madam, for my ap- 
pearance in town : I shall frequent no ^public pla- 
ces, or make any visits where the character of a 
modest wife is ridiculous. As for your wild rail- 
lery on matrimony, it is all hypocrisy ; you and 
all the handsome young women of your acquaint- 
ance, shew yourselves to no other purpose, than 
to gain a conquest over some man of worth, in 
order to bestow your charms and fortune on him. 
There is no indecency in the confession, the 
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design is modest and honourablci and all your 
affectation cannot disguise it. 

< I am married)^and have no other concern but 
to please the man I love ; he is the end of every 
care I have; if I dress^ it is for him; if I read a 
poem, or a play, it is to qualify myself for a con- 
versation agreeable to his taste : he is almost the 
end of my devotions; half my prayers are for his 
happiness — I love to talk of him, and never hear 
him named but with pleasure and emotion. I am 
your friend, and wish you happiness, but am sorry 
to see by the air of your letter, that there are a set 
of women who are got into the common-place 
raillery of every thing that is sober, decent, and 
proper: matrimony and the clergy are the topics 
of people of little wit, and no understanding. I 
own to you, I have learned of the vicar's wife all 
you tax me with. She is a discreet, ingenious^ 
pleasant, pious woman : I wish she had the hand- 
ling of you and Mrs. Modish ; you would find, if 
you were too free with her, she would soon make 
you as charming as ever you were; she would 
make you blush as much as if you never had bedn 
fine ladies. The vicar, madam, is so kind as to 
visit my husband, and his^agreeable conversation 
has brought him to enjoy many sober happy hours 
when even I am shut out, and my dear master is 
entertained only with his own thoughts. These 
things, dear madam, will be lasting satis&ctionsj 
when the fine ladies, and the coxcombs, by whom 
they form themselves, are irreparably ridiculous^ 
in old age. 

I am, MADAM, 

Your most humble servant, 

Mary Homh.' 
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* DEAR MR. SPECTATOR, 

*'You have no goodness in the world, and 
are not in earnest in any thing you say that is se- 
rious, if you do not send me a plain answer to this. 
I happened some days past to be at a play, where, 
during the time of performance, I could not keep 
my eyes off from a beautiful young creature who 
sat just before me, and who, I have been since 
informed, has no fortune. It would utterly ruin 
my reputation for discretion to marry such a one, 
and by what I can learn she has a character of 
great modesty, so that there is nothing to*t)e 
thought on any other way. My mind has ever 
since been so wholly betit on her, that I am much 
in danger of doing something very extravagant, 
without your speedy advice to, 

SIR, 

Yoiiijf most humble servant.* 

I am sorry I cannot answer this impatient gen- 
tleman, but by another question. 

< DEAR CORRESPONDENT, 

« Would you mary to please other peo- 
Jle, or yourself ?* 
T. 



Vtfh, V. 
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Lau(U9 amove twneu? eimt eerta fiacula, ^ptee i§^ 
Terpur^ lectopoterunt'recreare Ubello. 

HoR. £p. 1. lib. i. ver. 36. 

[imitated.] 

Know there are rhymes, which (fresh and fresh «pply*d) 
Win eure the arrant'st puppy of his pride. 

Pops. 

The soul, considered abstractedly from its pas* 
sions, is of a remiss and sedentary naturej slow 
in its resolves, and languishing in its executions. 
The use therefore of the passions is to stir it up, 
and to put it upon action, to awaken the under- 
standing, to enforce the will, and to make the 
^vhole man more vigorojli and attentive in the 
prosecution of his designs. As this is the end 
of the passions in general, so it is particularly of 
ambition, which pushes the soul to such actions 
as are apt to procure honour and reputation to the 
actor. But if we carry our reflections higher^ 
we may discover farther ends of Providence in 
implanting this passion in mankind. 

It was necessary for the world, that arts should 
be invented and improved, books written and 
transmitted to posterity, nations conquered and 
civilized. Now since the proper and genuine 
motives to these, and the like^ great actions, 
would only influence virtuous minds ^ there would 
be but small improvements in the world, were 
there not some common principle of action 
working equally with all men. And such a prin- 
ciple is ambition, or a desire of fame, by which 
great endowments are not suffered to lie idle 
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and useless to the public, and many vicious men 
are overreached as it were, and engag;ed contrary 
to their natural inclinations, in a glorious and lau- 
dable course of action. For we may farther ob- 
serve, that men of the greatest abilities ar« most 
fired with ambition ; and that on the contrary, 
mean and narrow minds are the least actuated by 
it : whether it be that a man's sense of his own 
incapacities makes him despair of coming at 
fame, or that he has not enough range of thought 
to look out for any good which does not more 
immediately relate to his interest or convenience ; 
or that Providence, in the very frame of his soul, 
would not subject him to such a passion as would 
be useless to the world, and a torment to himself. 

Were not this desire of fame very strong, the 
difficulty of obtaining it, and the danger of losing 
it when obtained, would be sufficient lo deter a 
man from so vain a pursuit. 

How few are there who are furnished with 
abilities sufficient to recommend their actions to 
the admiration of the world, and to distinguish 
themselves from the rest of mankind ? .Providence 
for the most part sets us upon a level, and ob- 
serves a kuid of proportion in its dispensations 
towards us. If it renders us perfect in one ac- 
complishment, it generally leaves us defective in 
another, and seems careful rather of preserving 
every person from being mean and deficient in 
his qualifications, than of making any single one 
eminent or extraordinary. 

Among those who are the most richly endowed 
by nature, and accomplished by their own indus- 
try, how few arc there whose virtues are not ob- 
scured by the ignorance, prejudice, or ^envy of 
their beholders ! Some men cannot discern be- 
tween a noble and a mean action. Others are 
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apt to attribute them to some false end or inten- 
tion ;* and others pjiirposely misrepresent! or put 
a wrong interpretation on them. But the more 
to enforce this consideration, we may observe, 
that those are generally most unsuccessfiil in 
their pursuit after fame, who arc most desirou* 
of obtaining it. It is Sallust's remark upon Cato, 
that the less he coveted glory, the more he ac- 
quired it.* 

Men take an ill-natured pleasure in crossing 
our inclinations, and disappointing us in what our 
heaits are most set upon. When, therefore, 
they have discovered the passionate desire of 
fame in the ambitious man, (as ho temper of mind 
is more apt to shew itself) they become sparing 
and reserved in their commendations, they envy 
him the satisfaction of an applause, and look on 
their praises rather as a kindness done to his 
person, than as a tribute paid to his merit. 
Others who are free from this natural perverse- 
ness of temper, grow wary in their praises of one 
who' sets too great a value on them, lest they 
should raise him too high in his own imagination, 
and by consequence remove him to a greater dis- 
tance from themselves. 

But further, this desire of fame naturally be- 
trays the ambitious man into such indecencies as 
are a lessening to his reputation. He is still 
afraid 4est any of his actions should be thrown 
away in private, lest his deserts should be con- 
cealed from the notice of the world, or receive 
any disadvantage from the reports which others 
muke of them. This often sets him on empty 
boasts and ostentations of himself, and betrays 
him into vain fantastical recitals of his own per- 
formances. His f!iscourse generally leans one 
way, and whatever is the subject of it, tends ob- 

• Sal. Bel. Cati]. c. 49. 
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liqudy either to the detracting from others, or to 
the extolling of himsel£ Vanity is the i^atural 
weakness of an ambitious man, which exposes 
him to the secret scorn and derision of those he 
converses with, and ruins the character he is so 
industrious to advanfce by it. For though his ac- 
tions are never so glorious, they lose their lustre 
when they are drawn at large, and set to show by 
his own hand ; and as the world is more apt to 
find fault than to commend, the boast will proba- 
bly be censured, when the great action that occa- 
sioned it is forgotten. 

Besides, this very desire of fame is looked on 
as a meanness and imperfection in the greatest 
character. A solid and substantial greatness of 
soul looks down, with a generous neglect, on the 
censures and applauses of the multitude, and 
places a man beyond the little noise and strife of 
tongues. Accordingly we find in ourselves a 
secret awe and veneration for the character of 
one who moves above us, in a regular and illus- 
trious course of virtue, without any regard to 
our good or ill opinions of him, to our reproaches 
or commendations. As on the contrary it is usual 
for us, when we would take off from the fame 
and repuration of an action, to ascribe it to vain- 
glory, and a desire of fajnie in the actor. ^ Nor is 
this common judgment and opmion of mankind 
ill-founded: for certainly it denotes no great 
bravery of mind, to be worked up to any noble 
action by so selfish a motive, and tp do that out 
of a desire of fame, which we could not be 
prompted to by a dismterested love to mankind, 
or by a generous passion for the glory of him who 
made us. 

Thus is fame a thing difficult to to be obtained 
hy all, but pp-ticularly by those who thirst after it, 

B 2 
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since most men have so much either of ill-nature, 
or of wariness, as not to gratify or sooth the vanity 
of the ambitious man ; and since this very thirst 
aftci^ fame naturally betrays him into such inde- 
cencies as a ff^l lessening to his reputation^ and 
is itself looked upon as a weakness in the greatest 
characters. 

In the next place, fame is easily lost, and as dif- 
ficult to be preserved as it was at first to be ac- 
quired. But this I shall^make the subjct of a fol- 
lowing paper. C. 
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: On/Loj yap t1 KCtKvi ^jXsrai* xy ^n fjnv a,upo» 

HE3I0D. 

Fame is an ill you may with case obtain, 
A sad oppression, to be borne with pain. 

There are many passions and tempers of mind 
which naturally dispose us to depress and vilify 
the merit of one rising in the esteem of mankind. 
All those who made their entrance into the world 
with tht same advantages, and were once looked 
on as his equals, are apt to think the fame of his 
merits a reflection on their own indeserts ; and 
will therefore take care to reproach him with 
the scandal of some past action, or derogate from 
the worth of the present, that they may still keep 
him on the same level with themselves. The 
like kind of consideration often stirs up the envy 
of such as were once his superiors, who thhik it 
a (•ctraction from their merit to see another get 
:;3ci:!jd upon them, and overtake the«nin the pur- 
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suits of glory ; and will therefore endeavour to 
sink his reputation, that they may the better pre- 
serve their own. Those who were once his equals 
envy and defame him, because they now see him 
their superior ; and those who were once his su- 
periors, because they look upon him as their 
equal. 

But farther, a man whose extraordinary repu- 
tation thus lifts him up to the notice and observa- 
tion of mankind, draws a multitude of eyes upon 
him, that will narrowly inspect every pai*tbf him, 
consider him nicely in all views, and not be a lit- 
tle pleased, when they have taken him in the 
worst and most disadvantageous light. There 
are many who find a pleasure in contradicting the 
common reports of fame, and in spreading abroad 
the weaknesses of an exalted character. They 
publish their ill-natured discoveries with a secret 
pride, and applaud themselves for the singularity 
of their judgment, which has searched deeper than 
others, detected what the rest of the world have 
overlooked, and found a flaw in what the gen- 
erality of mankind admires. Others there are 
who proclaim the errors and infirmities of a 
great man with an inward satisfaction and com- 
placency, if they discover none of the like errors 
an^ infirmities in themselves ; for while they 
are exposing another's weaknesses, they ai^e ta- 
citly aiming at their own commendations, who 
are not subject to the like infirmities, and are 
apt to be transported with a secret kind of van- 
ity, to see themselves superior in some respects, 
to one of a sublime and celebrated reputation. 
Nay, it very often happens, that none are more 
industrious in publishing the blemishes of an 
extraordinary reputation, than such as lie open 
to the same censures in their ov/n characters, as 
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either hoping to excuse their own defects by the 
authority of so high an example, or to raise an 
imaginary applause to themselves, for resem- 
bling a person of an exalted reputation, though 
in the blamable parts of his character. If all 
these secret springs of detraction fail, yet very 
often a vain ostentation of wit sets a man on at- 
tacking an established name, and sacrificing it to 
the mirth and laughter of those about him. A 
satire or a libel on one of the common stamp, 
never meets with that reception and approbation 
among its readers, as what is aimed at a person 
whose merit places him upon an eminence, and 
gives him a more conspicuous figure among men. 
Whether it be, that we think it shews greater art 
to expose and turn to ridicule a man whose cha- 
racter seems so improper a subject for it, or that we 
are pleased by some implicit kind of revenge, to 
see him taken down and humbled in his reputa- 
tion, and in some measure reduced to our own 
rank, who had so far raised himself above us, in 
. the reports and opinions of mankind. 

Thus we see how many dark and intricate mo- 
tives there are to detraction and defamation, and 
how many malicious spies are searching into the 
actions of a great man, who is not, always, the 
best prepared for so narrow an inspection, j^r 
we may generally observe, that our admiration of 
a famous man lessens upon our nearer acquaint- 
ance with him ; and that we seldom hear the de- 
scription of ^ celebrated person, without a cata- 
logue of some notorious weaknesses and infirmi- 
ties. The reason may be, because any little slip 
is more conspicuous and observable in his con- 
duct than in another's as it is not of a piece with 
the rest of his character; or because it is impos- 
sible for a man at the same time to be attentive to 
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th^ more important part of his life, and to keep a 
watchful eye over all the inconsiderable circum- 
stances of his behaviour and conversation; or be- 
cause, as we have before observed, the same tem- 
per of mind which inclines us to a desire of fame, 
naturally betrays us into such slips and unwari- 
ness, as are not incident to men of a contrary 
disposition. 

After all it must be confessed, that noble and 
triumphant merit oi|en breaks through and dissi- 
pates' these little spots and sullies in its reputa- 
tion; but if by a inistaken pursuit after fame, or 
through human infirmity, any false step be made 
in the. more momentous concerns of life, the 
whole scheme of ambitious designs is broken and 
disappointed. The smaller stains and blemishes 
may die away and disappear, amidst the brightness 
that surrounds them ; but a blot of a deeper na- 
ture casts a shade on all the other beauties, and 
darkens the whole character. How difficult 
therefore it is to preserve a great name, when he 
that has acquired it, is so obnoxious to such little 
weaknesses and infirmities as are no small diminu- 
tion to it when discovered; e^ecially when they 
are so industriously proclaimed, and aggravated 
by such as were once his superiors, or equals ; by 
such as would set to shew their judgment, or 
their wit, and by such as are guilty, or innocent, 
of the same slips or misconducts in their own be- 
haviour ! 

But were there none of these dispositions in 
others to censure a famous man, nor any such 
miscarriages in himself, yet would he meet with 
no small trouble in keeping up his reputation, in 
all its height and splendor. There must be al- 
ways a noble train of actions to preserve his fame 
hi life and motion. For when it is once at a 



SPECTATOR. No. 250. 

Stand, it naturally flags and languishes. Admira- 
tion is a very short-lived passion, that immediately 
decap upon growing familiar with its object, un- 
less It be still fed with fresh discoveries and kept 
alive by a new perpetual succession of miracles 
rising up to its view. And even the greatest ac- 
tions of a celebrated person labour under this dis- 
advantage, that, however surprising and extraor- 
dinary they may be, they are no more than what 
are expected from him ; but on the contrary, if 
Uiey fall any thing below the opinion that is con- 
ceived of him, though they might raise the repu- 
tation of another, they are a diminution to his. 

One would think there should be something 
wonderfully pleasing in the possession of fame, 
that, notwithstanding all these mortifying consi- 
derations, can engage a man in so desperate a 
pursuit; and yet if we consider the little happi- 
ness that attends a great character, and the mul- 
titude of disquietudes to which the desire of it 
subjects an ambitious mind, one would be still the 
snore surprised to see so many restless candidates 
for glory. 

Ambition raises a secret tumult in the soul, it 
inflames the mind, and puts it into a violent hurry 
of thought. It is still reaching after an empty 
imaginary good, that has not in it the power to 
abate or satisfy it. Most other things we long 
for, can allay the cravings of their proper sense, 
and for a while set the appetite at rest : but fame 
is a good so wholly foreign to our natures, that 
we have no faculty in the soul adapted to it, nor 
any organ in the body to relish it: an object of 
desire, placed out of the possibility of fruition. 
It may indeed fill the mind for a while with a 
giddy kind of pleasure, but it is such a pleasure 
as makes a man restless and uneasy under it ; and 
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which doeft not so much satisfy the present thirst, 
as it excites fresh desires, and sets the soul on 
ticw enterprises. For how few ambitious men 
are there, who have got as much fame as they de- 
sired, and whose thirst after it has not been as 
eager in the very height of their reputation, as it 
¥ras before they became known and eminent among 
men ? There is not any circumstance in Cxsar's 
character which gives me a greater idea of him, 
than a saying which Cicero tells us he frequently 
made use of in private conversation, ' That he was 
satisfied with his share of life and fame.* < Se 
sails vel ad naturam^ vel ad ^loriam vixiase^*^ 
Many indeed have given over their pursuits after 
fame, but that has proceeded either from the dis<* 
appointments they have met in it, or from their 
experience of the little pleasure which attends it| 
or from the better informations or natural cold* 
ness of old age ; but seldom from a full satisfac- 
tion and acquiescence in their present enjoyments 
of it. 

Nor is fame only unsatisfying in itself, but the 
desire of it lays us open to many accidental trou- 
bles which those are free from, who have no such 
a tender regard for it. How often is the ambi- 
Uous man cast down and disappointed, if he re- 
ceives no praise where he expected ill Nay, how 
often is he moi^tified with the very praises he re- 
ceives, if they do not rise so high as he thinks 
they ought; which they seldom do, unless in- 
creased by battery, since few men have so good 
an opinion of us as we .have of ourselves ? But if 
the ambitious man can be so much grieved even 
with praise itself,, how will {le be able to bear up 
under scandal and defamation f for the same tem- 
per of mind which makes him desire fame, makes 
him hate reproach. If he can bQ transported 
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with the extraordinary praises of men, he will be 
as much dejected by their censures. How little 
therefore is the happiness of an ambitious man, 
who gives every one a dominion over it, who thus 
subjects himself to the good or ill speeches of 
others, and puts it in the power of every malicious 
tongue to throw him into a fit of melancholy, and 
destroy his natural rest and repose of mind ; es- 
pecially when we consider that the world is more 
apt to censure than applaud, and himself fuller of 
imperfections than virtues. 

We may further observe, that such a man will 
be more grieved for the loss of fame, than he 
could have been pleased with the enjoyment of it. 
For though the presence of this imaginary good 
cannot make us happy, the absence of it may 
make us miserable : because in the enjoyment of 
an object we only find that share of pleasure 
which it is capable of giving us, but in the loss of 
it we do not proportion our grief to the real value 
it bears, but to the value our fancies and imagina- 
tions set upon it. 

So inconsiderable is th^ ss^tisfaction that fame 
brings along with it, and so great the disquietudes 
to which it makes us liable. The desire of it 
stirs up very uneasy motions in the mind, and is 
rather inflamed than satisfied by the presence of 
the thing desired. The enjoyment of it brings 
but very little pleasure, though the loss or want 
of it be very sensible and afBicting ; and even this 
little happiness is so very precarious, that it 
wholly depends upon the will of others. We are 
not only tortured by the reproaches which are of- 
fered us, but are disappointed by the silence oF 
men when it is unexpected ; and humbled even 
by their praises. (^ 



If 6. 257. tPfcCtATOR. 25 

No. 257. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25, iril. 



Oi^;^' tiiki Aihi 



Insert, ex Stob. 

- If o ttoi&b^r s6&Is the eye of Pi^videtiee, 
"Pteatnt to every aetion we eommence. 

TfiAt I might not lose myself upon a subject of 
150 great extent as that of fame, I have treated it 
in a particular order and method. I have first of 
an considered the reasons why Providence may 
have implanted in bur mind such a principle of 
action. I have in the next place shevm from 
many considerations, first, that fame is a thing 
difficult to be obtained, and easily lost ; secondly, 
that it brings the ambitious man very little hap- 
piness, but subjects him to much uneasiness and 
dissatisfiELCtion. I shall in the last place shew, 
that it hinders us from obtaining an end which we 
have abilities to acquire, and which is accompa- 
nied with fulness of satisfaction. I need not tell 
toy reader, that I mean by this end, that happi- 
ness which is reserved for us in another world, 
which every one has abilities to procure, and 
which will bring along with it, < fulness of joy and 
pleasures for evermore.' 

How the pursuit after fame may hinder us in 
the attainment of this great end, 1 shall leave the 
reader to collect from the three following consid- 
erations : 

First, Because the strong desire of fame breeds 
several vicious habits in the mind. 

Secondly, Because many of those actions, which 
are apt to procure fame, are not in their nature 
conducive to thh our ultimate happiness* 

VOL. V, c 
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or observe some parts more than others^ they 
take different hints, and put contrary interpreta- 
tions on them ; so that the same actions may re- 
present a man as hypocritical and designing to 
one, which make him appear a saint or hero to 
pother. He therefore who looks upop the soul 
through its outward actions, often sees it through 
a deceitful medium, which is apt to discolour and 
pervert the object : so that on this account also, 
he i$ the only proper judge of our perfections, 
who does not guess at the sincerity of our inten- 
tions from the goodness of our actions,^ but 
weighs the goodness of our actions by the ^^ 
cerity of our intentions. 

But further, itis impossible for outw^d actions 
to represent the perfiections of the soul, because 
they can never shew the strength of thosie princi- 
ples from whence they proceed. They are not 
adequate expressions of our virtues, and can only 
shew us what habits are in the soul, without dis- 
covering thi^ degree and perfection of such habits* 
They are at best but weak resemblances pf our 
intentions, faint and imperfect copies, that may 
acquaint us with the general design, but ca^ 
never express the beauty and life of the original. 
But the great judge of all the earth knows every 
different state and degree of human improvement, 
from those weak stirrings and tendencies of the 
will which have not yet formed themselves into 
regular purposes and designs, to the last entire 
finishing and consummation pf a gpod habit. He 
beholds the first imperfect rudiments of a virtue 
in the soul, and keeps a watchful eye over it in all 
its progress, until it has received every^grace it is 
capable of, and appears in its full beauty and per- 
fection. Thus we see, that none but the Supreme 
Being ca^ esteem us according to p^r proper 



Xo.257f SPECTATOR. 29 

merits, since all others must judge of us from 
our t)utward actions ; which can never give, them 
a iust estimate of us, ^ince there are many per- 
fections of a man which are not capable of appear- 
ing in actions ; many which, allowing no natural 
indapacity, of shewing themselves, want an op- 
portunity of doing it ; or should they all meet 
with an opportunity of appearing by actions, yet 
those actions may be misinterpreted, and applied 
to wrong principles : or though they plainly dis- 
covered the principles from whence they pro- 
ceeded, they could never shew the degree, 
strength, and perfection of those principles. 

And as the Supiteme Being is the only proper 
judge of ®ur perfections, so is he the only fit re- 
warder of them. This is a consideration that 
comes home to our interest, as the other adapts 
itself to our ambition. And what could the most 
aspiring, or the most selfish man desire more, 
were he to form the notion of a Being to whom he 
would recommend himself, than such a know- 
ledge as can discover the least appearance of per- 
fection in him, and such a goodness as will pro- 
portion a reward to it ? 

Let the ambitious man therefore turn all his de- 
sire of fame this way ; Jtnd that he may propose 
to himself a fatne worthy of his ambition, let him 
consider, that if he eniploys his abilities to the 
best advantage, the time will come when the Su- 
preme Governor of the world, the great Judge 
of mankind, who sees every degree of perfection 
in others, and possesses all possible perfection in 
himself, shall proclaim his worth before men and 
angels, and pronounce to him in the presence of 
the whole creation that best and most significant 
of applauses, ' Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant; enter then into thy Master's joy.* C. 

r *> 
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Divide et impera* 
Dinde iMud role. 

PtE A9T7RE and recreation of one kind or other are 
absolutely necessary to relieve our minds zxtfL 
bodies from too constant attention and labour : 
lyhere thei*efore public diversions are tolerated, 
it behoves persons of distinction, with their pow 
er and example, to preside over them in such a 
manner as to check any thing that tends to the 
corruption of manners, or which is too mean or 
trivial for the entertainment of reasonal^e crea- 
tures. As to the diversions of this kind in this 
town, we owe them to the- arts of poetry and mu- 
sic. My own private opinion, with relation to 
such recreations, I have heretofore given with all 
the frankness ims^inable ; what concerns those 
arts at present the reader shall have fi*om my cor- 
respondents. The first of the letters with which 
I acquit myself for this day, is written by on^ who 
proposes to improve our entenainments of dra- 
matic poetry, and the other comes from three 
persons, who, as soon as nanied, will be thought 
capable of advancing the present state of music* 

^MR. SPECTATOR, 

< I AM considerably obliged to you for your 
speedy publication of my last in yours of the 18th 
instant, and am in no $mall hopes of being settled 
in the post of Comptroller of the Cries. Of all 
the objections I have hearkened after in public 
coffee-houses, there is but one that seems to ear- 
ly any weight with it) viz. That £uch a post 
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would come too near the nature of a monopoly 
N0W9 sir, because I would have all sorts of peo- 
ple q^e easy, and being willing to have more 
strings than one to my bow ; in case that of comp« 
troller sl^ould &il me, I have since formed ano- 
ther project, which being grounded on the divi- 
ding of a^pfesent monopoly, I hope will give the 
public aa equivalent to their full content. You 
know, sir, it is allowed, that the business of the 
stage is, as the Latin has it, jucunda et idonea 
dicers vita. Now there being but one dramatic 
theatre licensed for the delight and profit of this 
extensive metropolis, I do humbly propose, for 
the convenience of such of its inhabitants as are 
too distant from Covent^-garden, that pother the- 
atre of ease may be erected in some spacious 
part of the city ; and that the direction thereof 
may be made a franchise in fee to me and my 
heirs for ever. And that the town may have no 
jealousy of my ever coming into an union with 
the set of actors now in being, I do further pro- 
pose to constitute for my deputy my near kins- 
man and adventurer, Kit Crotchet*, whose long 
experience and improvements in those affaira 
need no recommendation. It was obvious to ev- 
ery Spectator, what a quite different foot the 
stage was upon during his government > and had 
he not been bolted out of his trap-doors, his gar- 
rison might have held out for ever ; he having by 
long pains and perseverance arrived at the art of 
making his army fight without pay or provisions. 
I must confess it is with a melancholy an\aze- 
ment, I see so wonderful a genius laid aside, and 
the late slaves of the stage now become its mas- 
ters, dunces that will be sure to suppress all the- 

* ChTrbtopher Rich. 
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atrical entertainments and activities that they are 
not able themselves to shine in ! 

' Every man that goes to a play is not oWiged 
to have either wit or understanding ; and I insist 
upon it, that all who go there should see some- 
thing which may improve them in a ^ay of which 
they are capable. In short, sir, I would have 
something done, as well as said, on the stage. A 
man may have an active body, though he has not 
a quick conception ; for the imitation therefore 
of such as are, as I may so speak, corporeal wits, 
or nimble fellows^ I would fain ask any of the 
present mismanagers, why should not rope-dan- 
cers, vaulters, tumblers, ladder-walkers, and pos- 
ture-masters appear again on our stage ? After 
such a representation, a five-bar gate would be 
leaped with a better grace next time any of the 
audience went a hunting. Sir, these things cry 
aloud for reformation, and fall properly under the 
province of Spectator-Gen eraf^ but how indeed 
should it be otherwise, while fellows (that for 
twenty years together were nev6r paid but as 
their master was in the humour) now presume to 
pay others more than ever they had in their lives ; 
and in contempt of the practice of persons of con- 
dition, have the insolence to owe no tradesman a 
farthing at the end of the week. Sir, all I propose 
is the public good ; for no one can imagine I shall 
ever get a private shilling by it ; therefore I hope 
you will reccmmend this matter in one of your 
this week's papers, and desire when my house 
opens you will accept the liberty of it for the 
trouble you have received from, 

SIR, 

Your humble servant, 

Ral;»h Crotchet, 



< P. S. I hsiYe as&ursiuces that the trunk-maker 
will declare fpr us.' 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* We whose i)iames are subscribed, think 
you tjie propprest person to signify what we haye 
to offer the town in behalf of owselves, and the 
art which we profess, music. We conceive 
hopes of your favour from the speculations on the 
mistakes which the town run into with regard to 
their pleasvre of tjbis kind ; and believing your 
method of iiijdging is, that you consider music 
only valuable, as it is agreeable to, and heightens 
the purpose Qf poetry, we consent that it is not 
onjy the true way of relishing that pleasure, but 
also that withoujt it a composure of music is th^ 
same thing as a poem, where all the rules of 
poetical numbers are observed, though the words 
have no spnse or meaning ; to 3ay it shorter, 
mere musical sounds in our art are no other than 
nonsense verses are in poetry. Music therefore 
is to aggravate what is intended by poetry; it 
must always h^yp some passion or sentii^ent to 
express, or else violins, voices, or any other or- 
gans pf sound, afford an entertaininent very little 
^bove the rattles of children* It was from this 
opinion of the matter, that when Mr. Clayton had 
fiBished his studies in Italy, and brought over the 
opera of Arsinoe, that Mr. Haym, and Mr. Dieu- 
part^ who had the honour to be well kpown and 
received among the nobility and gentry, were 
zealously inclined to assist by their solicitations, 
in introducing so elegant an entertainment as the 
Italian music grafted upon English poetry. For 
this end Mr. Dieupart and Mr. Haym, according 
to their several opportunities, promoted the in* 
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troduction of Arsinoe, and did it to the best ad- 
vantage so great a novelty would allow. It is not 
proper to trouble you with particulars of the just 
complaints we all of us have to make ; but so it 
is, that without regard to our obliging pains, we 
are all equally set aside in the present opera. 
Our application therefore^ you is only to insert 
this letter in your paper, that the town may know 
we have all three joined together to make enter- 
tainments of music for the future at Mr. Clay- 
ton's house in York -buildings. What we promise 
ourselves is, to make a subscription of two guin- 
eas, for eight-times ; and that the entert^ment, 
with the names of the authors of the poetry^ may 
be printed, to be sold in the house, with an ac- 
count of the several authors of the vocal as well 
as the instrumental music for each night ; the 
money to be paid at the receipt of the tickets, at 
Mr. Charles Lillie's. It will, we hope, sir, be 
easily allowed, that we are capable of undertaking 
to exhibit, by our joint force and different quali- 
fications, all that can be done in music ; but lest 
you should think so dry a thing as an account of 
our proposal should be a matter unworthy of your 
paper, which generally contains something of 
public use ; give us leave to say, that favouring 
our design is no less than reviving an art, which 
runs to ruin by the utmost barbarism under an 
affectation of knowledge. We aim at establish- 
ing some settled notion of what is music, at re- 
covering from neglect and want very many fami- 
lies who depend upon it, at making all foreigners 
who pretend to succeed in England to learn the 
language of it as we ourselves have done, and not 
to be so insolent as to expect a whole nation, a re- 
fined and learned nation, should submit to learn 
• theirs. In a word, Mr. Spectator, with all defer- 
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cnce and humility, we hope to behave ourselves 
in this undertaking in such a manner, that all 
Englishmen who have any skill in music may be 
furthered in it for their profit or diversion by what 
new things we shall produce ; never pretending 
to surpass others, or asserting that any thing 
which IS a science, is not attainable by all men of 
all nations who have proper genius for it. We 
say, sir, what we hope for, it is not expected will 
arrive to us by contemning others, but through 
the utmost diligence recommending ourselves. 

We are, sir, 
Your most humble servants:^ 
Thomas Clayton, 
NicoLiNO Haym, 
T. Charles Dirupart.' 
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Quod decet honestum eat, et quod honestum est decet, 

TULL. 

What is becoming is honourable, and what is honourable is 
becoming. 

There are some things which cannot come un- 
der certaui rules, but which one would think could 
not need them. Of this kind are outward civili- 
ties and salutations. These one would imagine 
might be regulated by every man's common 
sense, without the help of an instructor ; but that 
which we call common sense suffers under that 
word ; for it sometimes implies no more than 
that faculty which is common to all men, but 
sometimes signifies right reason, and what all 
men should consent to. In this latter accepta- 
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tion of the phrase, h is no great Wonder peopi6 
err so much against it, since it is not every one 
vrho is possessed of it, and there are fewer, who 
against common rules and fashions dare obey its 
dictates. As to salutations, which I was about to 
talk of, I observe, as I stroll about town, there 
are great enormities committed with regard to 
this particular. You shall sometimes see a nian 
begin the offer of a salutation, and observe a for- 
bidding air, of escaping eye, in the person he is 
gding to salute, and stop short in the poll of his 
neck. This in the person who believed he could 
do it with a good gtace, and was refused the op- 
portunity, is justly resented with a coldness the 
whole ensuing season. Tour great beauties, peo- 
ple in much favour, or by any means or for any 
purpose over-flattered, are apt to practise this, 
which one may call the preventing aspect, and 
throw their attention another way, lest they should 
confer a bow or a curtsy upon a person who 
might not appear to deserve that dignity. Others 
you shall find so obsequious, and so very courte- 
ous, as there is no escaping their favours of this 
kind. Of this sort may be a man who is in the 
fifth or sixth degree of favour with a minister. 
This good creature is resolved to shew the world, 
that great honours cannot at all change his man- 
ners ; he is the same civil person he ever was ; 
he will venture his neck to bow out of a coach in 
full speed, at once to shew he is full of business, 
and yet not so taken up as to forget his old friend. 
With a man who is not so well fiSrmed for court- 
ship and elegant behaviour, such a gentleman as 
this seldom finds his account in the return of his 
compliments ; but he will still go on, for he is in 
his own way, and must not omit ; let the neglect 
fall on your side, or where it will) his business h 
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Still to be well-bred to the end. I think I have 
ready in one of our English comedies, a descrip- 
tion of a fellow that affected knowing every body, 
and for want of judgment in time and place, would 
bow and smile in the face of a judge sitting in the 
court, would sit in an opposite gallery and smile 
in the minister's face as he came up into the pul- 
^t, and nod as if he alluded to some familiarities 
between them in another place. But now I hap- 
pen to speak of salutation at church, I must take 
notice that several of my correspondents have im- 
portuned me to consider that subject, and settle 
the point of decorum in that particular. 

I do not pretend to be the best courtier in the 
world, but I have often on public occasions 
thought it a very great absurdity in the company 
(during the royal presence) to exchange saluta- 
tions from all parts of the room, when certainly 
common sense should suggest, that all regards at 
thut time should be engaged, and cannot be diver- 
ted to any other object, without disrespect to the 
sovereign. But as to tlie complaint of my cor- 
respondents, it is not to be imagined what offence 
some of them take at the custom of saluting in 
places of worship. I have a very angry letter 
from a lady, who tells me of one of her acquain- 
tance, who, out of mere pride and a pretence to be 
rude, takes upon her to return no civilities done 
to her in the titne of divine service, and is the 
most religious woman, for no other reason but to 
appear a woman of the best quality in the church. 
This absurd custom had better be abolished than 
retained; if it were but to prevent evils of no 
liigher a nature than this is ; but I am informed of 
objections much more considerable. A dissen- 
ter of rank and distinction was lately prevailed 
upon by a friend of his to come to one of the great- 

VOL. V. D 
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est congregations of the church of England about 
town. After the service was oyer, he declared he 
was very well satisfied with the little ceremony 
which was used towards God Almighty ; but at 
the same time he feared he should not be ^le to 
go through those required towards one another : 
as to this point he was in a state of despair, and 
feared he was not well-bred enough to be a con- 
vert. There have been many scandals of this 
kind given to our protestant dissentersyfrom the 
outward pomp and respect we take to ourselves 
in our religious assemblies. A quaker who came 
one day into a church, fi:|pd his eye upon an old 
lady with a carpet larger Chan that fi^om the pulpit 
beR>re her, expecting when she would hold -forth. 
An anabaptist who designs to come over himself, 
and all his family, within a few months, is sensible 
they want breeding enough for our congregations, 
and has sent his two eldest daughters to learn to 
dance, that they may not misbehave themselves 
at church. It is worth considering whether, in 
regard to awkward people with scrupulous con- 
sciences, a good christian of the best air in the 
world ought not rather to deny herself the oppor- 
tunity of shewing so many graces, than keep a 
bashful proselyte without the pale of the church. 

T. 



JKil,26a SPECTATOR. 59 

No. 260. FRIDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1711. 



Singula de nobis anni pradantur euntes. 

Hon. S Ep. ii. 55. 

Years following years steal something every day. 
At last they steal us from ourselves away. 

Pope, 

<MB. SPECTATOR, 

* I AM now in the sixty-fifth year of my age, and 
having been Uie greater part of my days a man of 
pleasure, the decay of my faculties is a stagnation 
of my life. But how Is it, sir, that my appetites 
are increased upon me with the loss of power to 
gratify them ? I write this like a criHoinal, to 
warn people to enter upon what reformatioa 
they please to make in themselves in their youths 
and not expect they shall be capable of it from a 
fond opinion some have often in their mouths^ 
^at if we ido not leave onr desires, they will 
leave us. It is far otherwise ; I am now as vain 
in my dress, and as fiippant, if I see a pretty wo« 
man^ as when in my youth I stood upon a bench 
in the pit to survey the whole circle of beauties. 
The folly is so extravagant with me, and I went 
on with so little check ci" my desires, or resigna* 
tion of them, that I can assure you, I very often, 
merely to entertain my own thoughts, sit with my 
spectacles on, writing love-letters to the beauties 
that have been long since in their graves. This 
is to warm my heart with the faint memory of 
delights which were once agreeable to me; but 
how much happier would myJife have been now, 
if I could have looked back on any worthy action 
dqne for my country? if I had laid out that which 
I profused in luxury and wantonness, in acts of 
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generosity or charity? I have lived a bachelor 
to this day ; and instead of a numerous offspring, 
with which in the regular ways of life I might 
possibly have delighted myself, I have only to 
amuse myself with the repetition of old stories 
and intrigues which no one will believe I ever was 
concerned in. I do not know whether you have 
ever treated of it or not ; but you cannot fall oa 
a better subject, than that of the art of growing- 
old. In such a lecture you must propose, that no 
one set his heart upon what is transient; the 
beauty grows wrinkled 'while we are yet gaz- 
ing at her. The witty man sinks into an hu- 
mourist imperceptibly, for want of reflecting that 
all things around him are in a flux, and continually 
changing : thus he is in the space of ten or fif- 
teen years surrounded by a new set of people, 
whose manners are as natural to them as his de- 
lights, method of thinking, and mode of living, 
were formerly to him and his friends. But the 
mischief is, he looks upon the same kind of error 
which he himself was guilty of with an eye of 
scorn, and with that sort of ill-will which men 
entertain against each other for different opinions. 
Thus a crazy constitution, and an uneasy mind is 
fretted with vexatious piissions for young men's 
dooing foolishly, what it is folly to do at all. 
Dear sir, this is my present state of mind ; I hate 
those I should laugh at, and envy those I contemn. 
The dme of youth and vigorous manhood, passed 
the way in which I have disposed'of it,is attended 
with these consequences ; but to those who live 
and pass away life as they ought, all parts of it are 
equsdly pleasant ; only the memory of good and 
worthy actions is a feast which must give a quicker 
relish to the soul than ever it could possibly taste 
in the highest enjoyments or jollities of youth. 
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As for me, if I sit down in my great chair and be* 
gin to pcMider, the vagaries of a child are not more 
ridiculous than the circumstances which are heap- 
ed up in my memory ; fine gowiis, country dances, 
ends of tunes, interrupted conversations, and 
midnight quarrels, are what must necessarily 
compose my soliloquy. I beg of you to print this, 
that some ladies of my acquaintance, and my years, 
may be persuaded to weai* warm nightcaps this 
cold season : and that my old friend Jack Tawdry 
may buy him arcane, and not creep with the air 
of a strut. I must add to all this, that if it were 
notjfor one pleasure, which I thought a very mean 
one until of very late years, I should have no one 
great satisfaction left ; but if I live to ihe tenth 
of March 1714, and all my securities are good, I 
ishall be worth fifty thousand pound. 

I am, SIR, 
Your most humble servant, 

Jack Afterday.' 

< mr. spectator, 

' You will infinitely oblige a distressed lov cr, 
if you will insert in your very next paper, the fol- 
lowing letter to my mistress. You must know, I 
am not a person apt to despair, but she has got an 
odd humour of stopping short unaccountably, and 
as she herself told a confidant of hers, she has 
cold fits. These fits shall last her a month or six 
weeks together ; and as she falls into them with- 
out, provocation, so it is to be hoped she will re- 
turn from them without the merit of new services. 
But life and lave will not admit of such intervals, 
therefore pray let her be admonished as follows : 

*MAPAM, 

< I LOVE you, and honour you : therefore 
pray do not tell me of waiting until decencies, 

d3 
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until forms, until humours are consulted and 
gi'atified. If you have that happy constitution as 
te be indolent for ten weeks together, you should 
consider that all that while I bum in impatiences 
and fevers ; but still you say it will be time enough, 
though I and you too grow older while we are 
yet talking. Which do you think the most reasona- 
ble, that you^ should alter a state of indifference 
for happiness, and that to oblige me ; or I live in 
torment, and that to lay no manner of obligation 
on you ? While I indulge your insensibility I am 
doing nothing ; if you favour my passion, you are 
bestowing bright desires, gay hopes^ generous 
cares, noble resolutions, and transporting raptures 
upon, 

MADAM, 

Your most devoted 

humble servant.' 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

^ Here is a gentlewoman lodges in the 
same house with me, that I never did any injury 
to in my whole life ; and she is always railing at 
me to those that she knows will tell me of it. 
Do not you tliink she is in love with me ? or 
would you have me break my mind yet, or not ? 

Your servant, 

T.B.' 

^ MR. SPECTATOR, 

< I AM a footman in a great family, and am 
in love with the house-maid. We were all at 
hotcockles last night in the hall these holidays ; 
when I lay down and was blinded, she pulled off- 
her shoe, and hit me with the heel such a rap,as 
almost broke my head to pieces. Pray, sir, yras 
this love or spite I* 
T. 
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Frag, vet Poet. 
Wedlock's an ill men eagerly embrace. 

My father, whom I mentioned in my first specu- 
lation, and whom I must always name with hon- 
our and gratitude, has very frequently talked to 
me upon the subject of marriage. I was in 
my younger years engaged partly by his advice, 
and partly by my own inclinations, in the court- 
ship or a person who had a great deal of beauty, 
and did not at my first approaches seem to have 
any aversion to me ; but as my natural taciturnity 
hindered me from shewing myself to the best 
advantage, she by Segrees began to look upon 
Jne as a very silly fellow, and being resolved to 
regard merit more than arty thing else in the per- 
sons who made their applications to her, she mar- 
Tied a captain of dragoons who happened to be 
beating up for recruits in those parts. 

This unlucky accident has given me an aver- 
sion to pretty fellpws ever since, and discouraged 
me from trying my fortune with the fair sex. 
The observations which I made at this conjunc- 
ture, and the repeated advises which I received 
at that time from the good old man abovemention- 
ed, have produced the following essay upon love 
and marriage. 

The pleasantest part of a man's life is gene- 
rally that which passes in courtship, provided his 
passion be sincere, and the party beloved kind 
with discretion. Liove, desire, hope, all the 
pleasing emotions of the soul rise in the pursuit. 
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It is easier for an artful man who is not in love 
to persuade his mistress he has a passion for her, 
and to succeed in his pursuits, than for one who 
loves with the greatest violehce. True love* has 
ten thousand griefs, impatience^s, and resent- 
ments, that render a man unam^iable in the eyes 
of the person whose affection he solicits ; besides 
that it sinks his .figure, gives liim fears, apprehen- 
sions, and poorness of spirit, and often makes 
himappear ridiculous where he has a mind to re- 
commend himself. 

Those marriages generally abound nnost with 
love and constancy, that are preceded by a long 
courtship. The passion should strike root, and 
gather strength before marriage be grafted on 
it. A long course of hopes and expectations 
fixes the idea in our mifids, and habituates us to a 
fondness of the person beloved. 

There is nothing of so great importance to us, 
as the good qualities of one to whom we join our- 
selves for life ; they do not only make our present 
state agreeable, but often determine our happi- 
ness to, all eternity. Where the choice is left to 
friends, the chief point under consideration is an 
estate ; where the parties choose for themselves, 
their thoughts turn most upon the person. They 
have both their reasons. The first would pro- 
cure many conveniences and pleasures of life to 
the party whose interests they espouse ; and at 
the same time may hope that the wealth of their 
friends will turn to their own credit and advan- 
tage. The others are preparing for themselves 
A perpetual feast. A good person does not only 
raise but continue love, and breeds a secret plea- 
sure and complacency in the beholder, when the 
first heats of desire are extinguished. It puts 
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the wife br husband in countenfince both among^ 
friends and strangers, and generally fills the fami- 
ly with a healthy and beautiful race of children. 

I should prefer a woman that is agreeable in 
my own eye, and not deformed in that of the 
world, to a celebrated beauty. If you marry one 
remarkably beautiful, you must have a violent 
passion for her, or you have not the proper taste 
for her charms ; and if you have such a passion 
for her, it is odds but it would be imbittered with 
fears snd jealousies. 

Good-nature and evenness of temper will give 
you an easy companion for life ; virtue and good 
sense, an agreeable friend ; love and constancy, 
a good wife or husband. Where we meet one 
pcVson with all these accomplishments, we find 
an hundred without any one of them. The world 
notwithstanding, is more intent on trains and 
equipages^ and all the showy parts of life-; we 
love rathei' to dazzel the multitude, than consult 
our proper interests ; and as I have elsewhere 
observed, it is one of the most unaccountable pas- 
sions of human nature, that we are at greater 
pains to appear easy and happy to others, than 
really to make ourselves so. Of all disparities, 
that in humour makes the most unhappy mar- 
riages, yet scarce enters into our thoughts at the 
contracting of themi Several that are in this 
respect unequally yoked, and uneasy for life with 
a person of a particular character, might have 
been pleased and hdppy with a person of a con- 
trary one, notwithstanding they are both perhaps 
equally virttious and laudable in their kind. 

Before marriage we cannot be too inquisitive 
and discerning in the faults of the person be- 
loved, nor after it too dim-sighted and superficial. 
However perfect and accomplished the person 



Still some hidden seeds of goodness and know- 
ledge in him ; which give him a relish of suck 
reflections and speculations as have an aptness to 
improve the mind, and make the heart better. ■ 

I have shewn in a former paper, with how muck 
care I have avoided all such thoughts as are loose, 
obscene, or immoral; and I believe my reader 
would still think the better of me, if he knew the 
pains I am at in qualifying what I write after 
such a manner, that nothing may be interpreted 
as aimed at private persons. For this reason^ 
when I draw any faulty character, I consider all 
those persons to whom the malice of the world 
may possibly apply it^ and take care to dash it 
with such particular circumstances as may pre- 
vent all such ill-natured applications. If I write 
any thing on a black man, I run over in my mhid 
all the eminent persons in the nation who are of 
that complexion: when I place an imaginary 
name at the head of a character, I examine every 
syllable and letter of it, that it may not bear any 
resemblance to one that is real. I know very well 
the value which every man sets upon his reputa- 
tion, and how painful it is to be exposed to the 
mirth and derision of the public, and should there- 
fore scorn to divert my reader at the expense of 
any private man. 

As I have been thus tender of every particular 
person's reputation, so I have taken more than 
ordinary care not to give offence to those who ap- 
pear in the higher figures of life. . I would not 
make mvself merry even with a piece of paste- 
board that is invested with a public character ; 
for which reason I have never glanced upon the 
late designed procession of his Holiness and his 
attendants, notwithstanding it might have afforded 
inatter to many ludicrous speculations. Among 
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those advantages which the public may reap from 
this paper, it is not the least that it draws men's 
minds off from the bitterness of party, and fur- 
nishes them with subjects of discourse that may 
be treated without warmth or passion. This is 
aaid to have been the first design of those gentle- 
men who set on foot the Royal Society ; and had 
then a very good effect, as it turned many of the 
greatest geniuses of that age to the disquisitions 
of natural knowledge, who, if they had engaged 
in politics with the same parts and application! 
might have set their country in a flame.. The 
w-pump, the barometer, the quadrant, and 
the like inventions, were thrown out to those 
busy spirits, as tubs and barrels are to a whale, 
that he may let the ship sail on without disturb- 
ance, while he diverts himself with those inno- 
cent amusements.* 

I have been so very scrupulous in this particu- 
lar of not hurting any man*s reputation, that I 
have forborne mentioning even such authors as I 
could not name with honour. This I must con- 
fess to have been a piece of very great self-denial : 
for as the public relishes nothing better than the 
ridicule which turns upon a writer of any emi- 
nence, so there is nothing which a man that has 
but a very ordinary talent in ridicule may execute 
with greater ease. One might raise laughter for 
a quarter of a year together upon the works of a 
person who has published but a very few volumes. 
For which reason I am astonished, that those who 
have appeared against this paper have made so 
very little of it. The criticisms which I have hi- 
therto published, have been made with an inten- 
tion rather to discover beauties and excellencies 
in the writers of my own time, than to publish 
any of their faults and imperfections. In the 

TOL. V. E 



so 9PECTATOB. K«^ ai2. 

sneah while I should take it for a veiy great £&- 
Tour from some of my Xindejrhand detractors^ if 
they would break all measures with me, so far as 
to give me a pretence for examining their per- 
formances with an impartial eye : nor shall I look 
upon it as any breach of chanty to criticise the 
author so k>ng as I keep clear of the person. 

In the mean while, until I ani fnroToked to such 
hostilities, I shall from time to time endeavour to 
\ do justice to those who have distinguished them- 
selves in the politer parts of learning, and to 
point out such beauties in their works as may 
have escaped the observation of others. 

As the first place among our Eugiieh poets is 
due to Milton ; and as I have drawn more quo- 
tations out of him than from any other, I s^all 
enter into a regular criticism upon his Paradise 
Lost, which I shall publish every Saturday, until 
J have given my thoughts^ trpon that poem. I 
shall not, however, presuaBe to impose upon 
others my own particular judgment on this au- 
thor, but only deliver it as my private opinion. 
Criticism is of a very large extent, and every 
particular n^aster in this art has his favourite pas«^ 
sages in an author which do not equally strike 
the best judges. It will t>e sufilicient for me, if I 
discover many beauties or imperfections which 
others have not attended to, and I should be very 
glad to see any of our eminent writers publish 
their discoveries Ofii the same subject. In short, 
I would always be understood to write my papers 
of criticism in the spirit which Horace has ex- 
pressed in these two famous lines : 

— — — Si quid novisti recHuh itH9^ 
Candiduft hnperti; si fwn, Am utere mecum. 

1 Ep. vi. ult. 

If you have made any better reniflrks of your own, commu- 
nicate tliem with candour; if not^ nutke use of these 1 pre- 
sent joa with. - C. 



No. 313. SPBCTATOlt. 51 

No. 963. TUESDAY, JANUARY 1,1711-12. 



Cratuhr gudd eum qtiem necesse erat diKgere^ qunUgcun.' 
que esBet^ talem habemut ut Hbgnter quoqtte diHgatmiSy 

Trebonius apud TujL4.. 

I am glad, that he whom I mast have loved from duty* 
vhaltTer he had been, is saeh a one as I eaii k>ve from incli- 

BBtiWi. 

^ MH. SPECTATQH, 

<I AM the haj^ father of a very towardly 
son, in whom I do not only see my life, hot 
also my manner of Ufe, renewed. It would 
be extremely beneficial to society, if y^ou i^ould 
fpequently resume subjects which serve to bind 
ttiese sort of relations Caster, and endear the 
ties of blood with those of good-will, protection, 
observance, indulgence, and veneration. I would, 
methinks, have this done after an uncommon 
method, and do not think any one, who is not ca- 
pable of writing a good play, iit to undertake a ' 
work wherein there will necessarily occur so ma- 
ny secret instincts, and biasses of human nature 
which would pass unobserved by common eyes. 
I thank Heaven I have no outrageous offence 
against rof ^^'^^^ excellent parents to answer for ; 
but when I am now and then alone, and look back 
upon my past life, from my earliest infancy to 
this time, there are many faults which Icommit* 
ted that did not appear to me, even until I myself 
became a father. I had not until then a notion 
of the yearnings of heart, which a man has when 
he sees his child do a laudable thing, or the sud- 
den damp which seises him when he fears he 
will met something unwcwthy. It is not to be 
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imagined, what a remorse touched me for a long 
train of childish negligences of my mother, when 
I saw my wife the other day look out of the win- 
dow, and turn as J>ale as ashes upon seeing my 
younger boy sliding upon the ice. These slight 
intimations will give you to understand, that 
there are numberless little crimes which chil- 
dren take no notice of while they are doing, 
which, upon reflection, when they shalj them- 
selves become fathers, they will look upi^n with 
the utmost sorrow and contrition, that they did 
not regard before those whom they oA*ended 
were to be no more seen. How many thousand 
things do I remember which would have highly 
pleased my father, and I omitted for no other 
reason, but that I thought what he proposed the 
effect of humour and old age, which I am now 
convinc^ed had reason and good sense in it. I 
cannot now go into the parlour to him, and make 
his heart glad with an account of a matter which 
was of no consequence, but that I told it, and act- 
ed in it. The good man and womtan are long 
since in their graves, who used to sit and plot the 
welfare of us their children, while, perhaps, wc 
were sometimes laughing at the old folks at ano- 
ther end of the house. The truth of it is, were 
we merely to follow nature in these great duties 
of life, though we have a strong instinct towards 
the performing of them, we should be on both 
sides very deficient. Age is so unwelcome to 
the generality of mankind, and growth towards 
manhood so desirable to ail, that resignation to 
decay is too difhcult a task in the father ; and de- 
ference, amidst the impulse of gay desires, ap- 
pears unreasonable to the son. There are so 
few who can grow old with a good grace, and yet 
fewer who can come slow enough into the wovld> 
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that a fatiber,^were he to be actuated by bis de- 
sires, and a son, were he to consult himself only, 
could neither of them behave himself as he ought 
to the other. But when reason interposes against 
itistinf:t) where it would carry either out of th« 
interests of the other, there arises that happiest 
intercourse of good offices between those dear- 
est relations of human life. The father, -accord- 
ing to the opportunities which are offered to him, 
is throwing down blessings on the son, and the 
smi endeavouring to appear the worthy offspring 
of such a fetber. It is after this manner that Ca- 
nulKis and his first-bom dwell together. Camil- 
lus enjoys a pleasing ^d indolent old age, In 
which passion is subdued and reason exalted. 
He waits the day of his dissolution with a resig- 
nation mixed with delight; and the son fears the 
accession of his father's fortune with diffidence, 
lest he should not enjoy or become it as well as 
his predecessor^ Add to this, that the father 
knows he leaves a friend to the children of his 
friends, an easy landlord to his tenants, and an 
agreeaMe companion to his acquaintance. He 
believes his son's behaviour will make him fre- 
quently remembered, but never wanted. This 
commerce is so well cemented, that without the 
pomp of saying, ^ Son, be a friend t6 such a ond 
when I am gone ;** Camillus knows, being in his 
favour is direction enough to the grateful youth 
who is to succeed him, without the admonition of 
his mentioning it. These gentlemen are hon- 
oured in all their neighbourhood, and the same 
effect which the court has on the manners of a 
kingdom, their characters have on all who live 
within the influence of them. 

* My son and I are not of fortune to communi- 
cate our good actions or intentions to so many as 

E 2 
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these gentlemen do ; » but I will be^bold to say, 
my son has, by the applause and approbation 
which his beha^our towards me has gamed him^ 
occasioned that many an old man besides myself 
has rejoiced. Other men's children follow the 
example of mine, and I h^^ve the inexpressible 
happiness of overhearing our neighbours, as we 
ride by^ point to their children, and say, with a 
voice of joy, " There they go." 

'You cannot, Mr. Spectator, pass your time 
better than insinuating the delights which those 
relations well .regarded bestow upon each other. 
Ordinary passages are no longer such, but mutual 
love gives an importance to the most indifferent 
things, and a njerit to actions the most insignifi- 
cant. Whea we look round the world, and ob- 
serve the many misunderstandings which are 
created by the malice and insinuation of the 
meanest servants between people thus related, 
how necessary will it appear that it were incul- 
cated, that men would be upon their guiird to sup- 
port a constancy of affection, and that grounded 
upon the principles of reason, not the impulses 
of instinct. 

' It is from the common prejudices which men 
receive from their parents, that hatreds are kept 
alive from one generation to another ; and when 
men act by instinct, hatreds will descend when 
good offices are forgotten. For the degeneracy 
of human life is such, that our anger is more ea- 
sily transferred to our children than our love. 
Love always gives something to the object it 
delights in, and anger spoils the person against 
whom it is moved of something laudable in him; 
from this degeneracy, therefore) and a sort of 
self-love, we are more prone to take up the ill- 
will of our parentSj than to follow them ia their 
Mend ships. 
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< One woftld think there should need no more 
to make men keep up this sort of relation with 
the utmost sanctity, than !o examine their own 
ilearts. If every father remembered his own 
thoughts and inclinations when he was a son, and 
cyery son remembered what he expected from 
his father, when he himself ^as in a state of de- 
pendance, this one reflection would preserve men 
from being dissolute or rigid in these Several 
capacities. The power and subjection between 
them, when broken, make them more emphati- 
cally tyrants and rebels against each 'other, with 
greater cruelty of heart, than the disruption of 
states and empires can possibly produce. I shall 
end this application to you with two letters which 
paified between a mother and a son very lately, 
and are as follows : 

^ D£AR FRANK, 

' If the pleasures, which I have the grief to 
hear you pursue in town, do not take up all your 
tiiipe, do not defty your mother so much of it as 
to read seriously this letter. You said before Mr. 
Lctacre, that an old woman might live very well 
in the tountry upon half my jointure, and that 
your father was a fon(J fool to give me a rent 
charge of eight hundred a year to the prejudice 
of his son. What Letacre said to you upon that 
occasion, you ought to have borne with it ore 
decency, as he was your father's well-beloved 
servant,^ than to have called him country-put. In 
the first place, Frank, I must tell you, I will have 
my rent duly paid, for I will make up to your sis- 
ters for the partiality I was guilty of, in makuig 
your father do so much as he has done for you. I 
may, it seems, live upon half my jointure ! I lived 
upon much less, Frank, when I carried you from 
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place to place in these anas, and cduld neither 
eat, dress, or mind any thing for feeding and 
tending you a weakly child^ and shedding tear% 
when the convuluons you were then troubles 
with returned upon you. By my care you out- 
grew them, to throw away the vigour of your 
youth in the arms of. harlots, and deny your mo- 
ther what h not yours to detain. BoUi your sis- 
ters are crying to see the passion which I smo- 
ther ; but if you please to go on thus like a gen- 
tleman of the to#n, and forget all regards to 
yourself and family, I shall immediately enter 
upon your estate for the arrear due to me, and 
witliout one tear more, contemn you for f(H*get- 
ting the fondness of your mother, as much as you 
have the example of your father. O Frank, 4o I 
live to omit writing myself 

Your affectionate mother, 

A.T/ 

* MAnAM, 

< I WILL come down to-morrow and pay |be 
money on my knees. Pray write so no more. I 
will take care you never shall, for I will be for 
ever hereafter 

Your Biost dutiful son, 

F. T. 

* I will bring down new hoods for my sisters: 
Pray let all be forgotten.' 
T. 
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—— Secretum iter etfallentis semita vita. 

HoR. 1 £p. xriii. 103. 

ADAPTED. 

la public walks let who will shine or stray» 
111 silent steiil through life in my own way. 

It has been from age to age an affectation to love 
the pleasure of solitude, among those who cannot 
possibly be supposed qualified for passing life in 
that manner. This people have taken up 
from teading the many agreeable things which 
have been written on that subject, for which we 
are beholden to excellent persons who delighted 
in being retired, and abstracted from the pleasures 
that enchant the generality of the world. This 
way of life is recommended indeed with great 
beauty, and in such a manner as disposes the 
reader for the time to a pleasing forgetfulness, 
or negligence of the particular^hurry of life in 
which he is engaged, together with a longing for 
that state which he is charmed with in descrip- 
tion. But when we consider the world itself, and 
how few there are capable of a religious, learned, 
or philosophic solitude, we shall be apt to change 
a regard to that sort of solitude, for being a little 
singular in enjoying time after the way a man 
himself likes best in the world, without going so 
far as wholly to withdraw from it. I have often 
observed, there is not a man breathing who does 
not differ from all other men, as much in the sen- 
timents of his mind as the features of his face. 
The felicity is, when any one is so happy as to 
find out and follow what is the proper bent of his 
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out of m^re choice^ tnd an elegaiit desire of 
>e and disincimibnince. It would look like 
aance to tell you m this age, of an old man who 
ontented to pass for an htimourist, and one 
J does not understand the figure he ought to 
^ in the world, while he liyes in a lodging of 
hillings a week with only one servant ; while 
(-esses himself according to the season in 
or in stulP, and has no one necessary atten- 
Lo any thing but the bell which calls to pray- 
vice a-l}ay : I say it would look like a fable 
port' |hat this gentleman gires away all 
is, theiOverplut of a great fortune by secret 
As to other men* If he has not the pomp 
iimf^H:ifUs train, and of professors of service 
», he lias every day he lives the conscience 
e wi^w, the fatherless, the mourner, and 
anger Uess his unseen hand in their pray- 
This humourist gives up all the compli* 
which people of his own condition could 
im, for the pleasure of helping the affiicted, 
ig the needy, and befriending the neglec- 
his humourist keeps to himself much 
an he wants, and gives a vast refuse of his 
ities to purchase heaven, and by freeing 
oni the temptations of worldly want, to 
^'ctinue with him thither. 
' men who affect living in a particulai* 
t tg*tliis admirable character, I am the 
moured of Iras, whose condition will not 
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umed of fifty^ has not appear- 
his real character since five- 
h age he ran out a small patri- 
)rae time after with rakes who 
u A course of ten years time 
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genius, and turn all his endeavours to exert him- 
self according as tlmt prompts him. Instead of 
this, which is an ipnocent method of cinjo3dng a 
man's self, and turning out of the general tracks 
wherein you have crowds of rivals, there are 
those who pursue their own way out of a sour- 
ness and spirit of contvadiction. These men do 
every tMng which they are able to support, as if 
guilt and impunity could not go together. They 
choose a thing only because another dislikes it; 
d»d affect forsooth an inviolable constancy in 
matters of no mami«r of moment. Thus sorae- 
^mes an old feUow shall wear this or that sort of 
cut in his clothes with great integrity, while all 
the rest ^ the world are degenerated into tettoas, 
pockets, and loops, unknown to their ancestors. 
As insignificant as even this is, if it were searchi^ 
to the bottom, you peiiiaps wcmld find' it not ain<« 
cere, but that he is in the &shion in his iieart, 
a»d holds out from mem obstinacy. But I am 
running from my intended purpose, which was 
to celebrate a certain pardcular manner of passing 
away life, in contradiction to no man, but with a 
resolution to contract nfHie c^the exorbitant de-* 
sires by which others are enslaved. The best way 
of separating a man's sdf from the world, is to 
^ve up the desire of being known to it. After « 
man has preserved his innocence, and performed 
all duties incumbent upon^him, his time spent in 
his own way is what makes his life differ from 
that of a slave. If they wto affect show and 
pomp knew how many of their spectators derided 
their trivial taste, they would be very nMich less 
elated, and have an inclination to examine the 
merit of all they have to do with : they would soon 
find out that there are many who make a figure 
below what their fortune or merit entitles them^ 



xo.264. smscncAxtm. sb 

tO) out of m^re choice^ tnd an elegaiit desire of 
ease «nd disincimibrafnce. It would look like 
romance to tell you in this s^e, of an old maxi who 
is contented to pass for an hnmourist, and one 
who does not understand the figure he ought to 
make in the world, while he liyes in a lodging of 
ten shillings a week with only one servant ; while 
be dresses himself according to the season in 
cloth or in stuiF, and has no one necessary atten- 
tion to any thing but the bell which calls to pray- 
ers twice a-day : I say it would look like a fable 
to report that this gentleman gires away all 
which is the overplus of a great fortune by secret 
methods to other men* If he has not the pomp 
of a numerous traiUf and of professors of service 
to him, he has every day he lives the conscience 
that the widow, the fatherless, the mourner, and 
thfj^ stranger bless his unseen hand in their pray- 
ers. This humourist gives up all the compli*- 
ments which people of his own condition could 
make him, for the pleasure of helping the afflicted, 
supplying the needy, and befriending the neglec- 
ted* This humourist keeps to himself much 
more than he wants, and gives a vast refuse of his 
superfluities to purchase heaven, and by freeing 
others from the temptations of worldly want, to 
carry a retinue with him thither. 

Of all men who affect living in a particulai* 
way, next to this admirable character, I am the 
most enamoured of Irus, whose condition will not 
admit of such largesses, and who perhaps would 
not be capable of making them if it were. Irus, 
though be is now turned of fifty^ has not appear- 
ed in the world in his real character since five- 
and-twcnty, at which age he ran out a small patri- 
mony, and spent some time after with rakes who 
had lived upon him. A course of ten years time 



geniuS) and turn all his endeavours to exert him- 
self according as tlmt prompts him. Instead of 
this, which is an innocent method of cinjo3dng a 
man's self, and turning out of the general tracks 
wherein you have crowds of rivals, there are 
those who pursue their own way out of a sour- 
ness and spirit of contvadiction. These men do 
every tMng which they are able to support, as if 
guilt and impunity could not go together. They 
choose a thing only because another dislikes it; 
d»d affect forsooth an inviolable constancy in 
matters of no manner of moment. Thus some- 
times an old fellow shall wear this or that sort t)f 
cut in his clothes with greaf integrity, while all 
the rest ^the world are degenerated into bttttoas, 
pockets, and loops, unknown to their ancestors. 
As insignificant as even this is, If it w^te search^ 
to the bottom, you peiiiaps wcmld findrit not ain<« 
cere, but that he is in th« feshion in his iieart, 
a»d holds out from me^e obstinacy. But I am 
running from my intended purpose, which was 
to celebrate a certain pardcular manner of passing 
away life, in contradiction to no man, but with a 
resolution to contract nfHie c^the exorbitant de-* 
sires by which others are enslaved. The best way 
of separating a man's sdf from the world, is to 
^ve up the desire of being known to it. After « 
man has preserved his innocence, and performed 
all duties incumbent upon him, his time spent in 
his own way is what makes his life differ fh>ni 
that of a slave. If they who affect show and 
pmnp knew how many of their spectators derided 
their trivial taste, they would be very nMich less 
elated, and have an inclination to examine the 
merit of all they have to do with : they would soon 
find out that there are many who make a figure 
below what their fortune or merit entitles them^ 



to, out of mere choice, tsid an dfegant desire of 
ease «nd disincmnbraince. It would look like 
romance to tell you in this s^e, of an old maxi who 
is contented to pass for an hnmourist, and one 
who does irot understand the figure he ought to 
make in the world, while he liyes in a lodging of 
ten shillings a week with only one servant ; while 
be dresses himself according to the season in 
cloth or in stuff, and has no one necessary atten- 
tion to any thing but the bell which calls to pray- 
ers twice a-day : I say it would look like a fable 
to report that this gentleman gires away all 
which is the overplus of a great fortune by secret 
methods to other men* If he has not the pomp 
of a numerous train, and of professors of service 
to him, he has every day he lives the conscience 
that the widow, the fatherless, the mourner, and 
thi^ stranger bless his unseen hand in their pray- 
ers. This humourist gives up all the compli*- 
ments which people of his own condition could 
make him, for the pleasure of helping the af&icted, 
supplying the needy, and befriending the neglec- 
ted* This humourist keeps to himself much 
more than he wants, and gives a vast refuse of his 
superfluities to purchase heaven, and by freeing 
others from the temptations of worldly want, to 
carry a retinue with him thither. 

Of all men who affect living in a particular 
way, next to this admirable character, I am the 
most enamoured of Irus, whose condition will not 
admit of such largesses, and who perhaps would 
not be capable of making them if it were. Irus, 
tliough be is now turned of fifty^ has not appear- 
ed in the world in his real character since five- 
and-twcnty, at which age he ran out a small patri- 
mony, and spent'sorae time after with rakes who 
had li\*ed upon him. A course of ten years time 
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genius, and turn all his endeavours to exert him- 
self according as tlmt prompts him. Instead of 
this, which is an ipnocent method of enjojring a 
man's self, and turning out of the general tracks 
wherein you have crowds of rivals, there are 
those who pursue their own way out of a sour- 
ness and spint of contradiction. These men do 
every thing which they are able to support, as if 
guilt and impunity could not go together. They 
choose a thing only because another dislikes it; 
d»d affect forsooth an inviolable constancy in 
matters of no zciami«r of moment. Thus some- 
times an old fellow shall wear this or that sortt)f 
cut in his clothes with great integrity, while all 
the rest <^th« world are degenerated into fenittoos, 
pockets, and lo€>p8, unknown to their ancestors. 
As insignificant as even this is, If it were searched 
to the bottom, you peiiiaps would find: it not ain<« 
cere, but that he is in the fkshi&a in his heart, 
a»d holds out from me^e obstinacy. But I am 
running from my intended purpose, which was 
to celebrate a cextoin particular manner of passing 
away life, in contradiction to no man, but with a 
resolution to contract nfHie ijS the exorbkant de<* 
sire^ by which others are enslaved. The best way 
of separating a man's sdf from the world, is to 
give up the desire of being known to it. After « 
man has preserved his innocence, and performed 
all duties incumbent uponliim, histime spent in 
his own way is what makes his life differ f^om 
that of a slave. If they who affect show and 
pmnp knew how many of their spectators derided 
their trivial taste, they would be very nMich less 
elated, and have an inclination to examine the 
merit of all they have to do with : they would soon 
find out that there are many wiio make a figure 
below what their fortune or merit entitles them 
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to, out of mere choice, tnd an dfegant desire of 
ease and disincmnbraince. It would look like 
romance to tell you in this s^e, of an old mrni who 
is cofttented to pass for an hnmourist, and one 
who does not understand the figure he ought to 
make in the world, while he liyes in a lodging of 
ten shillings a week with only one servant ; while 
be dresses himself according to the season in 
cloth or in stuff, and has no one necessary atten- 
tion to any thing but the bell which calls to pray- 
ers twice a-day : I say it would look like a fable 
to report that this gentleman gires away all 
which is the overplus^ of a great fortune by secret 
methods to other men* If he has not the pomp 
of a numerous train, and of professors of service 
to him, he has every day he lives the conscience 
that the widow, the fatherless, the mourner, and 
thc^ stranger bless his unseen hand in tlieir pray- 
ers. This humourist gives up all the compli*- 
ments which people of his own condition could 
make him, for the pleasure of helping the afflicted, 
supplying the needy, and befriending the neglec- 
ted* This humourist keeps to himself much 
more than he wants, and gives a vast refuse of his 
superfluities to purchase heaven, and by freeing 
others from the temptations of worldly want, to 
carry a retinue with him thither. 

Of all men who affect living in a particular 
way, next to this admirable character, I am the 
most enamoured of Irus, whose conditioja will not 
admit of such largesses, and who perhaps would 
not be capable of making them if it were. Irus, 
though be is now turned of fifty^ has not appear- 
ed in the world in his real character since five- 
and-twcnty, at which age he ran out a small patri- 
mony, and spent some time after with rakes who 
had lived upon him. A course of ten years time 
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genius, and turn all his endeavours to exert him- 
self according as tlmt prompts him. Instead of 
this, which is an innocent method of enjojring a 
man's self, and turning out of the general tracks 
wherein you have crowds of rivals, there are 
those who pursue their own way out of a sour- 
ness and spirit of contvadiction. These men do 
every thing which they are able to support, as if 
guilt and impunity could not go together. They 
choose a thing only because another dislikes it; 
d»d affect forsooth an inviolable constancy In 
matters of no manner of moment. Thus 86rae- 
times an old fellow shall wear this or that sort t)f 
cut in his clothes with greaf integrity, while all 
the rest <^ the world are degenerated into feN^ttoas, 
pockets, and loops, unknown to their ancestors. 
As insignificant as even this is, if it were searched 
to the bottom, you peiiiaps would find' it not ain^ 
cere, but that he is in the &shion in his iieart, 
a»d holds out from mem obstinacy. But I am 
running from my intended purpose, which was 
to celebrate a certain particular mamiM* of passing 
away life, in contradiction to no man, but with a 
resolution to contract nfHie i^the exorbitant de-» 
sire^ by which others are enslaved. The best way 
of separating a man's sdf from the world, is to 
^ve up the desire of being known to it. After a 
man has preserved his innocence, and perforated 
all duties incumbent upon^iim, his time spent in 
his own way is what makes his life differ from 
that of a slave. If they who affect show and 
pomp knew how many of their spectators derided 
their trivial taste, tl^y would be very nmch less 
elated, and have an inclination to examine the 
merit of all they have to do with : they would soon 
find out that there are many who make a figure 
below what their fortune or merit entitles them^ 
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to, out of mere choice, tnd zn etegant desire of 
ease «nd disincmnbraince. It woald look like 
romance to tell you in this age, of an old mrni who 
is ce&tented to pass for an humourist, and one 
Tvho does not understand the figure he ought to 
make in the world, while he liyes in a lodging of 
ten shillings a week with only one servant ; while 
be dresses himself iccording to the season in 
cloth or in stuff, and has no one necessary atten- 
tion to any thing but the bell which calls to pray- 
ers twice a-day : I say it would look like a fable 
to report that this gentleman gires away all 
which is the overplus of a great fortune by secret 
metliods to other men* If he has not the pomp 
of a numerous train, and of professors of service 
to him, he has every day he lives the conscience 
that the widow, the fatherless, the mourner, and 
thfj^ stranger bless his unseen hand in their pray- 
ers. This humourist gives up all the compli*- 
ments which people of his own condition could 
make him, for the pleasure of helping the affiicted, 
supplying the needy, and befriending the neglec- 
ted* This humourist keeps to himself much 
more than he wants, and gives a vast refuse of his 
superfluities to purchase heaven, and by freeing 
others from the temptations of worldly want, to 
carry a retinue with him thither. 

Of all men who affect living in a particular 
way, next to this admirable character, I am the 
most enamoured of Irus, whose condition will not 
admit of such largesses, and who perhaps would 
not be capable of making them if it were. Irus, 
tliough be is now turned of fifty^ has not appear- 
ed in the world in his real character since five- 
and-twcnty, at which age he ran out a small patri- 
mony, and spent'sorae time after with rakes who 
had lived upon him. A course of ten years time 
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passed in all the little alleys, by-paths, and some* 
times open taverns and streets of this town, gave 
Irus a perfect skill in judging of the inclinations 
of mankind, and acting accordingly. He serious- 
ly considered he was poor, and the general hM*ror 
which most men have of all who are in that condi- 
tion. Irus judged very rightly, that while he 
could keep his poverty a secret, he should not fedl 
the weight of it : he improved this thought into an 
affectation of closeness and covetousriess. Upon 
this one principle he resolved to govern his fu- 
ture life ; and in the thirty-sixth year of his age 
he repjdred to Long-lane^ atid looked upon seve- 
ral dresses which hui^ there deserted by their 
first masters, and exposed to the purchase of the 
best bidder. At this place he exchanged his gay 
shabbiness of clothes fit for a much younger man, 
to warm ones that would be decent for a much 
older one. Irus came put thoroughly equipped 
from head to foot, with a little oaken cane, in the 
form of a substantial man that did not mind his 
dress, turned of fifty. He had at this time fifty 
pounds in ready money; and in this habit, with 
this fortune, he took his present lodging in St. 
John-street, at the mansion-house of a tailor's 
widow, who washes, and can clear-starch his 
bands. From that time to this he has kept the 
main stock, without alteration under or over to the 
value of five pounds. He left off all his old ac- 
quaintance to a man, and all his arts of life, except 
the play of back-gammon. Upon which he has 
more than bore his charges. Irus has, ever since 
he came into this neighbourhood, given all the in- 
timations he skilfully could of being a close hunks 
worth money : no body comes to visit him, he re- 
ceives no letters, and tells his money morning and 
evening. He has from the public papers a know- 



No. 264. SPECTATOR. 61 

ledge of what generally passes, shuns all discour- 
ses of money) but shrugs his shoulders when you 
talk of securities ; he denies his being rich with 
the air which all do who are vain of being so. He , 
is the oracle of a neighbouring justice of the peace^ 
who meets him at the coffee-house j the hopes 
that what he has must come to somebody, and 
that he has no heirs, have that effect wherever he 
is known, that he has eveiy day three or four invi- 
tations to dine at different places, which he gene- 
rally takes care to choose in such a manner as not 
to seem inclined to the richer man. All the young 
men respect him, and say he is just the same man 
he was when they were boys. He uses no artifice 
in the world, but maizes use of men's designs up- 
pn him to get a maintenance out of them. This 
he carries on by a certain peevishness, (which he 
acts very well) that no one would believe could 
possibly enter into the head of a poor fellow. His 
mien, his dress, his carriage, and his language, 
are such, that you would be at a loss to guess 
whether in the active part of his life he had been 
a sensible citizen, or scholar that knew the world. 
These are the great circumstances in the life of 
Irus, and thus does he pass away his days a stran- 
ger to mankind ; and at his death, the worst that 
will be said of him will be, that he got by every 
man who had expectations from him, more thaa 
he had to leave him. 

I have an inclination to print the following let- 
,ters ; for I have heard the author of them has 
somewhere or other seen me, and by an excellent 
faculty in mimickry my correspondents tell me 
he can assume my air, and give my taciturnity a 
slyness which diverts more than any thing I could 
say if I were present. Thus I am glad my si* 
lence is atoned for to the jgood company in ioxvfW 

vox*. V. r. 
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He has carried his skill in imitation so far^ as to 
have forged a letter from my friend Sir Roger in 
such a manner, that any o|ie but I who am tho* 
roughly acquainted with himi would have taken 
it for genuine. 

* MR, SPECTATOR, 

< Having observed in Lilly's ^i*ammar how 
sweetly Bacchus and Apollo run m a verse ; I 
have (to preserve the amitybetween them) called 
in Bacchus to the aid of my profession of the 
theatre. So that while some people of quality 
are bespeaking plays^of me to be acted on such a 
day, and others, hogsheads' for their houses 
against such a time ; 1 am wholly employed in'the 
agreeable service of wit and wme. Sir, I have 
sent you Sir Roger dc Coverley's letter to me, 
which pray comply wi'th in fevour of the Bumper 
tavern. Be kind$ for you knoiv a player's utmost 
pride i^ the approbation of the Spectator. 

I am youi^ admirer, though unknown, 

Richard Estcourt**' 

« to MR. MSTCOUBT, 

AT HIS aOUSJB m COVENT-GARIiEK. 

CdVerlejy Becemt)eF the ISth, 17U « 

* OLD COlAICAir ONE^ 

' The hogsheads> of neat port came safe^ 
and have gotten thee good reputation in these 
parts ; and I am glad to hear, that a fellow who 
has been laying out his -money ever since he was 
bom, for the mere pleasure of wine, has bethought 
himself of joining profit and pleasure together. 
Our Sexton (poor man) having received strength 
from thy wine since his fit of the gout, is hugely 
^eti with it : he says it is given by nature for the 
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use of familie^) and that no steward's table can be 
'without H ; and it strengthens digestion, excludes 
surfeits, fevers, and physic ; which green wines 
of any kind cannot do. Pray get a pure snug 
.Toom, and I hope nea^t term to help fill your bum* 
per with our people of the club ; but you must 
have no bells stirring when the Spectator comes j 
I forbore linging |o dinner while he was down 
with me in the country. Thank you for the little 
hams and Portugal onions ; pray keep some al- 
ways by you. You know n>y supper is only good 
Cheshire cheese, best rmistard, a golden pippin, 
attended with a pipe of John Sly 's best. Sir Har- 
ry has stolen all your soi^, and telis th^ story of 
the 5th of November to peffectiont 

Yours to serve you, 

RoGEi^ De Covebley. 

* We have lost old John since you were here.' 

T. 
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jDixerit i muUis aiigwa, qmd virus in anguea 
Jidjida? et rabida tradia ovtle lupus? 

Ovid, de Art. Am. iii. ?• 

But some exelaim ; What frenzy roles your naind ? 
Would jTou increase the craft of womankind ? 
Teaeh mem new wiles and arts ? as well you may 
Ijistruot a snake to »ite^ or wolf to prey. 

CONCBEVB, 

One of the fathers, if I am rightly informed, has 
defined a woman to be ^ ftX^xocr/Aoy, an animal 
that delights in finery. I have already treated of 
the sex in two or three papers, conformably to 
lbi,s definition I and have in particular observed 
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that in all ages they havb^been more careful than 
the men to adorn that part of the head which we 
generally call the outside. 

This observation is so very notorious, that when 
In ordinary discourse we say a man has a fine head,' 
a long head, or a good head, we express ourselves 
metaphorically, and . speak in relation to his un- 
derstanding; whereas when we say of a woman^ 
she has a fine, a long, or a good head, we speak 
only in relation to her commode. 

It is observed among birds, that nature has la- 
vished all her ornaments upon the male, who 
very often appears in a, most beautiful head- 
dress : whether it be a crest, a comb, a tuft of 
feathers, or a natural little, plume, erected like a 
kind of pinnacle on the very top of the head. 
As nature on the contrary has poured out her 
charms in the greatest abundance upon the fe- 
;mUe part of our species, so they are very assidu- 
ous in bfestowing .upon themselves the finest gar- 
nitures of art. The peacock, ih all his pridei 
does not display half the colours that appear in 
the garments pf a British lady, when she is dres- 
sed either for a ball or a birth-day. 

But to return to our female Heads. ,The ladies 
have been for -some time in a kind of moulting 
season with regard to that part of their dress» 
having cast great quantities of ribbon, lace, and 
cambric, and in sotne measure reduced that part 
of the, l:iumaq iigure to the beautiful globulai* 
form,. \vHich jSsnatairal to it. We have for a great 
while expfe^ted :><;hat kind of ornament would be 
substituted in the place of those antiquated com- 
modes. *pur female projectors were all the last 
sunimer so taken up with the improvement of 
their petticoats, that they had not time to attend 
to any thing else ; but having at length sufficient- 
''"' adorned their lower parts, they now begin to 
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turn their thoughts upon the other extremity, aa 
well remembering the old kitchen proverb, that if 
you light the fire at both ends, the ipiddle will' 
«hift for itself/ 

I am engaged in this speculation by a sight 
ivhich I lately wet with at tlw'^opera. As I was 
standing in the hinder part of a box, I took no- 
tice of a little cluster of women sitting togetiier 
in the prettiest coloured hoods that I ever Siiw. 
One of them was blue, another yellow, and ano- 
ther philomot; the fourth was of a pink colour, 
and the fifth of a pale green. I looked with as 
much pleasure upon this little party*coloured as- 
sembly, as upon a bed of tulips, and did not know 
at first whether it might not be an embassy of 
Indian queensj but upon my going about into the 
pit, md taking them in front, I was immediatelj^ 
uhdeceived, and saw so much beauty in every 
face, that I found them all to be English. Such 
eyes and lips, cheeks and foreheads, could be the 
growth of no other country. The complexion of 
their faces hindered me from observing any far- 
ther the colour of their hoods, though I could 
easily perceive by that unspeakable satisfaction 
which appeared in their looks, that their own 
thoughts were wholly taken up on those pretty 
ornaments they wore upon their heads. 

I am informed that th& fashion spreads daily» 
insomuch that the Whig and Tory ladies begin 
already to hang out different colours, and to shew 
their principles in their head dress. Nay, if I 
may believe my friend Will Honeycomb, there is 
a certain old coquette of his acquaintance, who 
intends to appear very suddenly in a rainbow hood, 
like the Iris in Dryden's Virgil, not questioning 
but that among such a variety of cqlours she shall 
Jrave a charm f»r every heart. 

r3 
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My friend Will, who very much values him- 
self upon his great insight into gallantry, tells me, 
that he can already guess at the humour a lady 
is in by her hood, as the courtiers of Morocco 
know the disposition of their present emperor by 
the colour of the dress which he puts on. When 
Melesinda wraps her head in flame colour, her 
heart is set upon execution. When she covers 
it with purple, I would not, says he, advise her 
lover to approach her , but if she appears in 
white, it is peace, and he may hand her out of 
her box with safety. 

Will informs me likewise, that these hoods 
may be used as signals. Why else, says he, does 
Cornelia always put on a black hood when her 
husband is gone into the country ? 

Such are my friend Honeycomb's dreams of 
gallantry. For my own part, I impUPte this diver- 
sity of colours in the hoods to the diversity 
of complexion in the faces of my pretty coun- 
trywomen. Ovid, in his Art of Love, has given 
some precepts as to this particular, though 
T find they are different from those which prevail 
among the moderns. He recommends a red 
striped silk to the pale complexion ; white to the 
brown, and dark to the fair. On the contrary, my 
friend Will, who pretends to be a greater master in 
this art than Ovid, tells me, that the palest features 
look the most agreeable in white sarsnet j that a 
face which is overflushed appears to advantage in 
the deepest scarlet ; and that the darkest com- 
plexion is not a little alleviated by a black hood. 
In short, he is for losing the colour of the face in 
that of the hood, as a fire burns diilnly, and a can- 
dle goes half out, in the light of the sun. ' This,* 
says he, ' your Ovid himself has hinted, where 
he treatJi oi these matters, when he tells us that 
!ie blue water nymphs are dressed in sky-colour- 
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ed garments ; and that Aurora, who tilways ap- 
pears in the light of the rising sun, is robed in 
saffron.* 

Whether these his observations are justly 
grounded I cannot tell ;. but I have often known 
him, as we have stood together behind the ladies, 
praise or dispraise the complexion of a face 
which he never saw, from observing the colour of 
her hood, and [he] has been very seldom out in 
these his guesses. 

As I, have nothing more at heart tlian the ho- 
nour and improvement of the fair-sex, I cannot 
conclude this paper without an exhortation to the 
British ladies, that they would excel the women 
of all other nations as much in virtue and good 
sense, as they do in beauty ; which they may cer- 
tainly do, if they will be as industrious to culti- 
vate their minds as they are to adorn their bodies. 
In the mean while I shall recommend to their 
most serious consideration the saying of an old 
Greek poet: 
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Id vera est, qiiodego mihi puto palmarium 
JSfe reperiase, guomodo ado^centulua 
Meretricum ingenia et mores possit noscere ; 
JUaturi ut cum cogn6rity perpetud aderit, . 

Ter. Eun. Act t. Sc. 4. 

This I eonceive to be my master-pieee, that I have disco- 
rered how unexperienced youth may detect the artiffces of bad 
iromen> and by knowing them early, detest them for ever. 

No vice or wickedness which people fall into 
from indulgence to desires which are natural Xp 
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all) ought to place them below the compassion of 
the virtuous part of the world ; which indeed 
often makes me a little apt to suspect the since- 
rity of their virtue, who are too warmly provok- 
ed at other people's personal sins. The unlaw- 
ful commerce of the sexes is of all others the 
hardest to avoid ; and yet there is no one which 
you shall hear the rigider part of womankind 
speak of with, so little n^ercy. It is very certain 
that a modest woman cannot abhor the breach of 
chastity too much ; but pray let her hate it for 
herself, and only pity it in others. Will Honey- 
comb calls these over-offeiided ladies, the outra- 
geously virtuous.. 

I do not desigti to fall upon failures in general, 
with relation to the gift of chastity, but at present 
only enter upon that large field, and begin with 
the conaideration of poor and public whores. 
The other evening passing along near Covent- 
garden, I was jogged on the elbow as I turned 
into the piazza, on the right hand coming out of 
James-street, by a slim young girl of about seven-* 
teen, who with a pert air asked me if I was for a 
pint of wine. I do not know but I should have 
Indulged my curiosity in having some chat with 
her, but that I am infonned the man of the Bum- 
per knows me; and it would have made a story 
for him not very agreeable to some part of my 
writings, though I have in others so frequently 
said, that I am wholly. unconcerned in any scene 
I am in but merely as a Spectator. This impe- 
diment being in my way, we stood under one of 
the arches by twilight; and there I could observe 
as exact features as I had ever seen, the most 
agreeable shape, the finest neck and bosom, in a 
word, the whole person of a woman exquisitely 
beautiful. She affected to allute me with a forced 
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wantonness in her look and air; but I saw it check- 
ed with hunger and cold : her ejres were wan and 
eager, her dress thin and tawdry, her mien gen- 
teel and childish. This strange figure gave me 
much anguish of heart, and to avoid being seen 
with her, I went ^way, but could not forbear 
giving her a crown. The poor thing sighed, curtt 
sied, and with a blessing expressed with the ut- 
most vehemence, turned from me. This crea- 
ture is what they call * newly come upon the town/ 
but who, falling, 1 suppose, into cruel hands, was 
left in the first month from her dishonour, and 
exposed to pass through the hands and discipline 
of one of those hags of hell whom we call bawds. 
But lest I should gpi'ow too suddenly grave on thi& 
subject, and be myself outrageously good, I shsdl 
turn to a scene in one of Fletcher's plays, wherei 
this character is drawn, and the economy of whore- 
dom most admirably described. The passage I 
would point to is in the third scene of the second 
act of The Humorous Lieutenant. Leucippe, 
who is agent for the king's lust, and bawds at the 
same time for the whole court, is very pleasantly 
introduced, reading her minutes as a person of 
business, with two maids, her under-secretarieS) 
taking instructions at a table before her. ^ Her 
women, both those under her present tutelage^ 
and those which she is laying wait for, are alpha- 
betically set down in her book ; and as she is 
looking over the letter C in a muttering voice, as 
if between soliloquy arid speaking out, she says^ 

Her maidenhead will yield me ; let me see now; 
She is notfifteen they say ; for her complexion— 
Cloe, Cloe, Cloe, here I have her* 
Cloe, the daughter of ^. country gentleman ; 
Her age upon fifteen. Now her complexion,— 
A lovely brown ; here 'tis ; eyes black and rollipg^ 
Th<? body aeaUy biult; she strikes a lute well^ 
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Sings most entieingly, These helps covMei^d, 
Her maidenhead will amount to some tiiree hondred. 
Or three hundred and fifty erowns/t will hear it handsomely; 
Her Other's poor, some little share deducted^ 
To buy him a hunting nag . 

These creatures are very well instructed in 
tlie circumstances and manners of all who are 
any way related to the fair one whom they have a 

^^ design tipon* As Cloe is to be purchased with 
350 crowQS, and the father taken off with a pad 9 
the merchant's wife next to her who abounds in 
plenty, is not to hftve downright money, but the- 
mercenary part of her mind is engage^ with a 
present of plate, and a Uttle ambition. She i$ 

' itiade to understand that it is a man of quality 
who dies for her. The es^aminatton of a young 
girl for business,^ and the crying down her value 
lor being a slight thing, together with every 
other circumstaiice in the scene, are inimitably 
4>xcellent, and have the true spirit of comedy ; 
though it were to be wished the author had added 
a circumstance which should make Lcucippe's 
baseness more t)dious. 

It must not be thought a digression from my 
intended speculation, to talk of bawds in a dis- 
course upon wenches; for a woman of the town 
is not thoroughly and properly such, without 
having gone through the education of one of these 
houses. But the compassionate case of very many 
is, that they are taken into such hands with<- 
out any the least suspicion, previous temptation^ 
or admonition to what place they are going. The 
last week I went to an inn in the city to inquire 
for some provisions which were sent by a wag- 
gon out of the country ; and as I waited in one of 
the boxes till the chamberlain had looked over 
his parcels, I heard an old and a young voice re- 
peatb^ the que^ticms and responses of the church* 
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catechism. I tliought it no breach ef good-man- 
ners to peep at a crevice, and look in at people 
so well employed ; but who should I see there 
but the most artful procuress in town, examining 
a most beautiful country-girl, who had come up 
in the same waggon with my things, « whether she 
was well educated, could forbear playing the wan- 
ton with servants and idle fellows, of which this 
town, says she, is too full.' At the same time, 
* whether she knew enough of breeding, as that 
if a squire or a gentleman^ or one that was hev 
betters, should give her a civil salute, she should 
curtsey and be humble nevertheless.' Her inno- 
cent ^ forsooths, yesses and't please you's, and she 
would do her endeavour,' moved the good old 
lady to take her Ait of the hand^ of a country 
bumkin^ her brother, and hire her for her own 
matd> I staid till I saw them all march out to 
take c(>ach ; the brother loaded "with a great 
cheese, he prevailed upon her to take for her ci- 
vilities to his sister. This poor creature's fate is 
not far off that of her's whom I spoke of above ; 
and it is not to be doubted^ but after she has been' 
long enough a prey to lust, she will be delivered 
over to famine. The ironical commendation of 
the industry and charity of these antiquated la- 
dies, these directors of sin, after th«y can no 
longer commit it, makes^up the beauty of the in- 
imitable dedicatfon ta the Plain-Dealer, and is a 
master-piece of raillery on this. vice. But to un- 
derstand all the purlieus of this game the better,, 
and to illustrate this subject in future discourses, 
I must venture myself, with my friend Will, into 
the haunts of beauty and gallantry; from pam- 
pered vice in the habitations of the wealthy, to 
distreissed indigent wickedness ex^lled the har- 
bours of the bf othei. T. . 
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Cedite Homani jscriptores, cedite Graii, 

Pro PERT. EL 34, lib. 2, ver. 95i. 

Give place, ye Romftn, and ye Grecian wits. 

There is nothing in nature so irksome as gene- 
ral discourses, especially when they turn chiefly 
upon words. For this i^ason I shall wave the, 
discussion of that point which was started some 
years since, whether Milton's Paradise Lost may- 
be called an heroic poem ? Those who will not 
give it that title, may call it (if they please) a di- 
vine poem. It will be sufliciAt to its perfection, 
if it has in it all the beauties of the highest kind 
of poetry ; and as for those who allege it is not an 
heroic poem, they advance no more to the dimi- 
nution of it, than if they should say Adam is not 
jfineas, nor Eve Helen. 

I shall therefore examine it by the rules of epic 
poetry, and see whether it falls short of the Iliad 
or ^neid, in the beauties which are essential to 
that kind of writing The first thing to be con- 
sidered in an epic poem, is the fable, which is 
perfect or imperfect, according as the action 
which it relates is more or less so. This action 
should have three qualifications in it. First, it 
should be but one action. Secondly, it should 
be an entire action ; and. Thirdly, it should be a 
great action To consider the action of the Iliadt 
-£neid, and Paradise Lost, in these three several 
lights. Homer, to preserve the unity of his 
(action, hastens into the midst of things, as Ho- 
race has observed. Had he gone up to Leda's 
figg, or begun much later, even at the rape of 
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Helen, or tBe investing of Troy, it is manifest 
Aat the story of the p©em would have been a 
series of several actions. He therefore opens his 
poem with the discord of liis princes, and artfully 
interweaves, in the several succeeding parts of it, 
an account of every thing material which relates 
tothemi^ and had passed before that fatal dissen- 
sion. After the same manner ^£neas makes his 
first appearance in the Tyrrhene seas, and with- 
in sight of Italy, because the action -proposed to 
be celebrated was that of his settling himself in 
Latium. But because -it was necessary for' the 
reader to know what had happened to him in the 
taking of Troy, and in the precedihg parts of his 
voyage, Virgil makes his hero relate it by way of 
episode in the second and third books of tlie 
iEneid. The contents of both which bool^s come 
before those of the first book in the thread of the 
story, thoughfor preserving this unity of action 
they follow them in the disposition of the poem. 
JVfilton, in imitation ©f these two great poets^ 
opens his Paradise Lost with an infernal council 
plotting the fall of man, which is the action he 
proposed to celebrate 5 and as for those great 
actions, which preceded in point of time, the 
battle of the angels, and the creation of the 
world, (which would have entirely destroyed the 
unity of tlie principle action, had he related them 
in the same order that they happened) he cast 
them irito the fifth, sixth, and seventh books, by 
tray of episode to this noble poem. 

Aristotle himself allows, that Homer has noth- 
iX^g to boast of as to the unity of his fable, though 
at the same time that great critic and philosopher 
endeavours to psjliate this imperfection in the 
Greek poet, by imputing it in some measure to 
the very nature of an epic poem. Some have 

voj., v^ G 
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been of opinion, that the i^neid also labours in 
this particular, and has JSfiisedes which may be 
looked upon as excrescences rather than as parts 
of the action. On the contrary, the poem which 
lure have now under our consideration, hath no 
other episodes than such as naturally arise from 
the subject, and yet is filled with such a multitude 
of astonishing; incidents, that it gives us at the 
•same time a pleasure of the greatest variety and 
of the greatest simplicity ; uniform in its nature j 
though diversified in the execution,* 

I must observe also, that as Virgil, in the poem 
which was designed to celebrate the original of 
the Roman empire, has described the birth of its 
great rival, the Carthaginian commonwealth; 
Milton, with the like art in his poem on the fall 
of man, has related the fall of those angels who are 
his professed enemies. Besides the many other 
beauties in such an episode, its running parallel 
with the great action of the poem hinders it from 
breaking the unity so much as another episode 
would have done, that had not so great an afl&nity 
with the principal subject. In short, this is th^ 
same kind of beauty which the critics admire in 
the Spanish Friar, or The Double Discovery, 
where the two different plots look like counter- 
parts and copies of one another. 

The second qualification required in the action, 
of an epic poem, is, that it should be an entire 
action. An action is entire when it is complete 
in all its parts; or as Aristotle describes it, when 
it consists of a beginning, a middle, and an end. 
Nothing should go before it, be intermixed with 
it, or follow after it, that is not related to it. As, 
on the contrary, no single step should be omitted 

*■ The clause la Italies is not ia the originil paper in fo)io» 
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in tliat just and regular process which it must be 
supposed to take from its original to its consuiii- 
thation. Thus we see the anger of Achilles in 
its birth, its continuance, and effects ; and M- 
neas*s settlement in Italy carried on through all 
the oppositions in his way to it both by sea and 
land. The action in Milton excels (I think) both 
the former ip this particular ; we see it contrived 
in hell, executed upon earth, and punished by 
heaven. The parts of it are told in the most dis- 
tinct manner, and grow out of one another in the 
most natural method. 

The third qualification of an epic poem is its 
greatness. The anger of Achilles was of siich 
consequence that it embroiled the kings of 
Greece, destroyed the heroes of Troy, and en- 
gaged all the gods in factions, ^neas's settle- 
ment in Italy produced the Caesars and gave birth 
to the Roman enipire. Milton's subject was still 
greater than either of the former ; it does not 
determine the fate of single persons or nations ; 
but of a whole species. The united powers of 
hell are joined together for the destruction of 
mankind, which they effected in part, and would 
have completed, had not Omnipotence itself in- 
terposed. The principal actors are man in his 
greatest perfection, and woman in her highest 
beauty. Their enemies are the fallen angels; 
the Messiah their friend, and the Almighty their 
protector. In short, every thing that is great in 
the whole circle of being, whether withhi the 
verge of nature, or out of it, has a proper part 
assigned it in this admirable poem. 

In poetry, as in architecture, not only- the 
whole, but the principal members, and every part 
of them, should be great. I will not presume to 
say, that the book of games in the ^neid> or tha^ 
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in the Iliad, are not of this nature ; nor to repre- 
hend Virgil's simile of the top, 'and many other 
of the same kind in the Iliad, as liable to any 
censure in this particular ; but I think we may 
say, without derogating from those wonderful 
performances, that there is an unquestionable 
magnificence, in every part of Paradise Lost, and 
indeed a much greater than could have been 
formed upon any pagan system. 

But Aristotle, by the greatness of the action, 
does not only mean that it should be great in its 
mature, but also in its duration, or, in other wordsj 
that it should have a due length in it, as well as 
what we properly call greatness. The just mea- 
sure of this kind of magnitude, he explains by 
the following similitude : An animal no bigger 
than a mite, cannot appear perfect to the eye, be- 
cause the sight takes it in at once, and has only a 
confused idea of the whole, and not a distinct 
idea of all its parts ; if, on the contrary, you 
should suppose an animal often thousand furlongs 
in length, the eye would be so filled with a single 
part of iu that it could not give the mind an idea 
of the whole. What these animals are to the eye, 
a very short or a very long action would be to the 
ijiemory. The first would be, as it were, lost 
and swallowed up by it, and the other difficult to 
be contained in it. Homer and Virgil have shewn 
their principal art in this paiticular ; the actionof 
the Iliad, and that of the ^neid, were in them- 
selves exceeding short, but are so beautifully ex- 
tended and diversified by the invention of episo- 
des, and the machinery of gods, with the like 
poetical ornaments, that they make up an agreea- 
ble story, sufficient to employ the memory with- 
out overcharging it. Milton's action is enriched 
with such a variety of circumstances, tliat I have 
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tak^n as much pleasure in reading the contents of 
his books, as in the best invented story I ever 
met with. It is possible, that the traditions, on 
which the Eiad and .finfeid were built, had more 
circumstances in them, than the history of the 
fall of man, as it is related in scripture. Besides, 
it was easier for Homer and Virgil to dash the 
* truth with fiction, as they were in no danger of 
offending the religion of their country by it. But 
as for Milton, he had not only a very few circum- 
stances upon which to raise his poem, but was 
also obliged to proceed with the greatest caution 
in every thihg that he added out of his own in- 
vention. And indeed, notwithstanding all the re- 
straint he was under, he has filled his story with 
so many surprising incidents, which bear so close 
an analogy with what is delivered in holy writ, 
that it is capable of pleading the most delicate 
reader, without giving offence to the most scru- 
pulous. 

The modern critics have collected froni seve- 
ral hints in the Iliad and ^neid the space of time, 
which is taken up by the action of each of those 
poems ; but as a great part of Milton's story was 
transacted in regions that lie out of the reath of 
the sun and the sphere of day, it is impossible to 
gratify the reader with such a calculation, which 
indeed would be more curious than instructive ; 
none of the critics, either ancient or modern, hav- 
ing laid down rules to circumscribe the action of 
an epic poem with any determined number of 
years, days, or hours. 

This piece of criticism on Milton's Paradise 
Lost shall be carried on in the following Satur- 
day's papers. 

L. 
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Mnus aptus acutis 
J>raribu8 horum hondnum^^ 

HoR. lSat.ui.5S). 
u nfit 
For lively sallies of corporeal wit. 

Creech. 

It is not that I think I have been more witty than 
I ought of late, that at present I wholly forbear 
any attempt towards it : I am of opinion that I 
ought sometimes to lay before the world the 
plain letters of my correspondents in the artless 
dress in which they hastily send them, that the 
reader may see I am not accuser and judge my- 
self, but that the indictment is properly and fair- 
}y laid, before I proceed against the criminal. 

*MR. SPECTATOR,' 

'As you are spectator-general, I apply 
myself to you in the following case, viz. I do not 
wear a sword, but I often divert myself at the 
theatre, where I frequently see a set of fellows 
pull plain people, by way of humour and frolic, 
by the nose, upon frivolous or no occasions. A 
friend of mine the other night applauding what 
a graceful exit Mr. Wilks made, one of those 
nose-wringers overhearing him, pinched him by 
the nose. I was in the p?t the other night (when 
it was very much crowded,) a gentleman leaning 
upon me, and very heavily, I very civily request- 
ed him to remove his hand ; for which he pulled 
me by the nose. I would not resent it in so pub- 
lic a pls^ce, because I was unwilling to create a 
disturbance ; but have since reflected upon it as 
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a thing that is unmanly and disingenuous, renders 
the nose-puller odious, and makes the person 
pulled by the nose look little and contemptible. 
This grievance I humbly request you would en- 
deavour to redress. 

I am your admirer, &c, 

Jam£s Easy/ 

'i 

<MR, SPECTATOR, 

* Your discourse of the 29th of Decem- 
ber,* on love and marriage, is of so useful a kind, 
that I cannot forbear adding my thoughts to yours 
' on that subject. Methinks it is a misfortune, 
that the marriage-state, which in its own nature 
is adapted to give us the completest happiness 
this life is capable of, should be so uncomfortable 
a one to so many as it daily proves. But the mis- 
chief generally proceeds from the unwise choice 
people make for themselves, and an expectation 
of happiness from things not cat)able of giving 
it. Nothing but the good qualities of the person 
beloved can be a foundation for a love of judg- 
ment and discretion ; and whoever expects hap- 
piness from any thing but virtue, wisdom, good- 
humour, and a similitude of manners, will find 
themselves widely mistaken. But how few are 
there who seek after these things, and do hot 
rather make riches their chief, if not their only 
aim ? How rare is it'fora man, when he engages 
himself in the thoughts of marriage, to place 
his hopes of having in such a woman a constant 
agreeable companion ? One who will divide his 
cares, and double his joys ? Who will manage 
that share of his estate he intrusts to her care 
ivith prudence and frugality, govern his houso* 

* Ko. 26r. 
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with economy and discretion, and be an ornament 
to himself and family ? Where shall we find the 
man who looks out for one who places her chief 
happiness in the practice of virtue, and makes 
her duty her continual pleasure ? No : men rather 
seek for money as the completement of all their 
desires ; and regardless of what kind of wives 
they take, they think riches will be a minister to 
all kind of pleasures, and enable them to keep 
mistresses, horses, hounds ; to drink, feast, and 
game with their companions, pay their debts con- 
tracted by former extravagancies, or some such 
vile, and unworthy end ; and indulge themselves 
in pleasures which are a shame and scandal to 
hnman nature. Now as for women ; how few 
of them are there, who places the happiness of 
their marriage in the having a wise^ and virtuous 
friend ? One who will be faithful and just to all, 
and constant and loving to them ? Who with care 
and diligence will look after and improve the es- 
tate, and without grudging allow whatever is 
prudent and convenient ? Ratli^r, how few arc 
there, who do not place their happiness in out- 
shining others in pomp and show ? and that do 
not think within themselves when they have mar- 
ried such a rich pereon, that none of their ac- 
quaintance shall appear so fine in their equipage, 
so adorned in their persons, or so magnificent 
in their furniture as themselves i Thus their 
heads are filled with vain ideas ; and I heartily 
wish I could say that equipage and show were 
jiot the chief good of so many women as I fear it is. 
' After this manner do both sexes deceive them- 
selves, and bring reflections and disgrace upon 
the most happy and most honourable state of 
life ; whereas, if they would but correct their de- 
praved taste, moderate their ambition, and place 



their happiness upon proper objects, we should 
jiot find felicity in the marriage-state such a won- 
der in the world as it now is. 

' Sir, if you think these thoughts worth inser- 
ting among your ownvbe pleased to give them a 
better dress ; and let them pass abroad^ and you 
will oblige 

Vour admirer, 

A. B.' 

' MR. SPECTATOK, , , 

* As I was this day walking in the stree^ 
there happened to pass by on the otherside of the 
way a beauty, whose charms were so attracting, 
that it drew my eyes wholly on that side, inso- 
much that I neglected my own way, and chanced 
to run my nose directly against a post ; which the 
lady' no sooner perceived, but she fell into a fit 
ef laughter, though at the same time she was 
sensible that she herself was tiie cause of my 
misfortune, which in my o{)inion was the greater 
aggravation of her crime. I being busy wiping 
off the blood which trickled down my face, had 
not time to acquaint her with her barbarity, as 
also with my^ resolution, viz. never to look out of 
my way for one of her sex more ; therefore, that 
your humble servant may be revenged, he de- 
sires you to insert this in one of your next papers, 
which he hopes will be a warning to all the rest 
of the women-gazers, as w6ll as to poor 

Anthony Gape.' 

* MR. spectator, 

* I DESIRE to know in your next, if the merry 
^ame of " The parson has lost his cloke," is not 
aciightily in vogue amongst the fine ladies thfs 
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Christmas, because I see they wear hoods of all 
colours, which I suppose is for that purpose. If . 
it is, and you think it proper, I will carry some of 
those hoods with pie to our ladies in Yorkshire : 
because they injoined me to bring them some- 
thing from London that was very new. If you 
can tell any thing in which I can obey their com- 
mands more agreeably, be pleased to inform me, 
and you will extremely oblige 

Your hvimble servant*' 

^ MR. SPECTATOR, Oxford^Dec. ^. 

* Since you appear inclined to be a friend to 
the distressed, I beg you would assist me in an 
affair under which I have suffered very much^ 
The reigning toast of this place is Patetia ; I have 
pursued her with the utmost diligence this twelve- 
month, and find nothing stands in my way but one 
who flatters her mare than I can. Pride is her fa- 
vourite passion ; therefore if you would be so far 
my friend as to make a favourable mention of me 
in one of your papers, I believe I should not fail 
in my addresses. The scholars stand in rows, as 
they did to be sure in your time, at her pew door ^ 
and she has all the devotion paid to her by a 
crowd of youths who are unacquainted with the 
sex, and have inexperience added to their passion. 
However, if it succeeds according to my vows, 
you will make me the happiest man in the worlds 
and the most obliged amongst all 

Your humble servants.* 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* I CAME to my mistress's toilet this mornings' 
for I am admitted when her face is stark naked : 
dhc fixiwned and cried pish when I said a thing 
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ithat I stole ; and I will be judged by you whether 
it was not very pretty. " Madam," said I, « you 
shall forbear that part of your dress; it may be 
well in others, but you cannot place a patch 
-where it does not hide a beauty." 
T. 
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Simplicitas' 

Ovid, Ars Am; i. 24l« 

Most rare is now our old amplicity. 

Dryden. 

t ■ " . 

I WAS this morning suprised with a great knock- 
ing at the door, when my landlady's daughter 
came up to me and told me that thei^ was a man 
below desired to speak with me. Upon my ask- 
ing her who it was, she told me it was a very 
grave elderly person, but that she did not know 
his name. I immediately went down to him, and 
found him to be the coachman of my worthy 
friend Sir Roger de Coverly. He told me that 
his master came to town last night, and would be 
glad to take a turn with me in Gray's-inn walks. 
As I was wondering with myself what had brought 
Sir Roger to town, not having lately received any 
letter from him, he told me that his master was 
come up to get a sight of Prince Eugene, and 
that he desired I would immediately meet him. 

I was not a little pleased with the curiosity of 
the old knight, though I did much wonder at it, 
having heard hini say more than once in privatQ 



discourse, .that he looked^ upon Prince Eugenio 
(for so the knight always calls him) to be a greater 
man than Seanderbeg. 

I was no sooner come into Gray's-inn walks^ 
but I heard my friend upon the terrace liemming 
twice or thrice to himself with great vigour, for 
he loves to clear his pipes in good air (to make 
use of his own phrase) and is not a little pleased 
with any one who takes notice of the strength 
which he still exerts in his morning hems. 

I was touched with a secret joy at the sight of 
"the good old man, who before he saw me was en- 
gaged in conversation with a beggar-man that had 
asked an alms of him. I could hear my friend 
chide him for not finding out soitie work ; hut at 
the same time saw him put his hand in his pocket 
and give him sixpence. 

Our salutations were very hearty on botli sides, 
consisting of many kind shakes of the hand, and 
several affectionate looks which we cast upon one 
another. After which the kmght told me my 
good friend his chaplain was very well, and much 
at my service, arid that the Sunday before he had 
made a most incomparable sermon out of Dr. 
Barrow. * I have left,* says he, < all my affairs in 
his 'hands, and being willing to lay an obligation 
upon him, have deposited with him thirty marks, 
to be distributed among his poor panshioners.* 

He then proceeded to acquaint me with the 
welfare of Will Wimble. Upon which he puts 
bis hand into his fob and presented me in his 
name with a tobacco-stopper, telling me that 
Will had been busy all the beginning of the win- 
ter in turning great quantities of them ; and that 
he made a present of one to every gentleman in 
the country, who has good principles, and smokes. 
He added, that poer Will was at jwescnt under 
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^reat tribulation, for that Tom Touchy had takeu 
the law of him for cutting some hazel sticks out 
of one of his hedges. 

Among other pieces of news which the knight 
brought from his countiy-seat^ he informed me 
that Moll White was dead, and that about a month 
after her death the wind was so very high, that 
it blew down the end of one of his bams. < But 
for my own part,* says sir Roger, ' I do not think 
that the old woman had any hand in it.' 

He afterwards.fell into an account of the diver 
sions which had passed in his house during the 
holidays ; for Sir Roger after the laudable custom 
of his ancestors, always keeps open house at 
Christmas. I learned from him that he had kil- 
ed eight fat hogs tor this season, that he had 
dealt about his chines very liberally amongst his 
neighbours, and that in pai*ticular he had sent a 
string of hogs-puddings with a pack of cards to 
every poor family in the parish. ' I have often 
thought,' says Sir Roger, ' it happens very well 
that Christmas should fall out in the middle of 
winter. Jt is the m6st dead uncomfortable time 
of the year, when the poor people would sufter 
very much from their poverty and cold, if they 
had not good cheer, warm fires, and Christmas 
gambols to support them. I love to rejoice their 
poor hearts at this season, and to see the whole 
village merry in my great hall. I allow a double 
quantity of malt to my small-beer, and set it a 
running for twelve days to every one that calls 
for it. I have always a piece of cold beef and; 
a mince-pie upon the table, and^ain wonderfully 
pleased to see my tenants pass away a whole even^ 
ing in playing their innocent tricks, and smutting 
•one another. Our friend Will Wimble is a» 

VOL. v. u - 
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merry as any of theni) and shews a thousand 
roguish tricks upon these occasions. 

I was very much delighted with the reflection 
of my old friend, which carried so much goodness 
in it. He then launched out into the praise of 
the late act of parliament for securing the church 
of England,* and told me with great satisfacticxif 
that he believed it already began to take eflFect, 
for that a rigid dissenter who chanced to dine at 
his house on Christmas-day, had been observed 
to eat very plentifully of his plum-porridge» 

After having dispatched all our country mat- 
tersj Sir Rqger made several inquiries concerning 
the club, and particularly of his old antagonist Sir 
Andrew Freeport. He asked me with a kind of 
smile, whether Sir Andrew had not taken advan- 
tage of his absence, to vent among them some of 
his republican doctrines ; but soon after gathering 
up his countenance into a more than ordinary 
seriousness, ' Tell me truly,' says he, ' don't you 
think Sir Andrew had a hand in the pope's pro- 
cession ?' — But without giving me time to an- 
swer him, ' Well, well,' says he, ' I know you are 
a wary man, and do not care to talk of public 
matters.' 

The knight then asked me, if I had seen Prince 
£ugenio,and made me promise to get him a stand 
in some convenient place where he might have a 
full sight of that extraordinary man^ whose pre- 
sence did so much honour to the British nation. 
He dwelt very long on the praises of this great 
general, and 1 found that since I was with 
him in the country, he had drawn many observa- 
tions together out of his reading in Baker's Chro- 

* Stat. 10 Ado. cap. 2. The act agaiust occasional co^ 
ftniiiitv. 
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nicie, and other authors, who always lie in his hall 
window, which very much redound to tlie honour 
of this prince. 

Having passed away the greatest part of the 
morning in hearing the knight's reflections, which 
were partly private and partly political, he asked 
me if I would smoke a pipe with him over a dish 
of coffee at Squires's ? As I love the old man, I 
take delight in complying with every thing that is 
agreeable to him and accordingly waited on l^m 
to the cofifee-house^ where his venerable figure 
.drew vipon us tlie eyes of the whole room. He 
had no sooner seated himself at the upper end of 
the high table, but he called for a clean pipe, a 
paper of tobacco, a dish of coffee, a wax candle, 
and the Supplement,* with such an air of cheer- 
fulness and good-humour, that all the boys in the 
coffee-room (who seemed to take pleasure in 
serving him) were at once employed on his seve- 
ral errands, insomuch that nobody else could ^ 
come at a dish of tea, until the knight had got all 
tiia coDveniencies about him. h* 

. • A periodical paper. 
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JHscit enim citius, meminiigtie Ubentius illud. 
Quod qiUs deride t, qudm quodprobat ' 

UoR. l£p.u.262^ 

For what's derided by the censuring crowd. 
Is thought on more that what is jUst and good. 

Dryden. 

There is a lust in man no power can tAme« 
Of loudly publishing his neighbour's shame; 
On eagle's wings invidious scandals fly. 
While virtuous actions are but born, and die 

£. of Corks. 

Sooner we learn, and seldomer forget. 

What critics scorn, than what they highly rate. 

HucHzs's Letters, vol. ii. p. 22^ 

I DO not know that I have been in greater delight 
for these many years, than in beholding the boxes 
at the play the last time The Scornful Lady was 
acted. So great an assembly of ladies placed in 
gradual rows in all the ornaments of jewels, silks, 
and colours, gave so lively and gay an impression 
to the heart, that me thought the season of the 
year was vanished ; and 1 did not think it an ill ex- 
pression of a young fellow who stood near me, that 
called the boxes those ' beds of tulips.* It was a 
pretty variation of the prospect, when any one of 
those fine ladies rose up and did honour to herself 
and friend at a distance, by curtseying ; and gave 
opportunity to that friend to shew her chai^ms to the 
same advantage in returning the salutation. Here 
that action is as proper and graceful as it is at 
church unbecoming and impertinent. By the way I 
must take the liberty to observe, that I did not see 
any one who is usually so full of civilities at church, 
ofifer at any such indecorum during any part of 
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the actiotrof the play. Such beautiful prospects 
gladden our minds, and when considered in gen- 
eral^ give innocent and pleasii^ ideas. He that 
dwells upon any one object of beauty, may fix 
his imagination to his disquiet ; but the contem- 
plation of a whole assembly together is a defence 
sigainst the encroachment of desire. At least tb 
me, who have taken pains to look at beauty ab- 
stracted from the consideration of its being the 
object of desire ; at power, only as it sits upon 
another, without any hopes of partaking any 
share of it; at wisdom and capacity, without any 
pretensions to rival or envy its acquisition s< I 
say to me, who am really free from forming any 
hopes of beholdmg the persons of beautiful wo- 
men, or warming myself into ambition from the 
si^ccesses of other men, this world is not only a 
mere scene, but a very pleasant one. Did man- 
kind but know the freedom which there is in 
keeping thus aloof from the world, I should have 
more imitators, than the powerfullest man in the 
nation has followers. To be no man's rival in 
love, or competitor in business, is a character 
which, if it does not recommend you as it ought 
to benevolence among these whom you live with, 
yet has it certainly this effect, that you do not 
stand so much in need of their approbation, as 
you would if you aimed at it more, in setting 
your heart on the same things which the gene- 
rality doat on. By this means, and with this easy 
philosophy^ I am never less at a play than when 
I am at the theatre; but indeed I am seldom so 
well pleased with action as in that place ; for 
inost men follow fiature no longer than while they 
are in their night-gowns, and all the busy part of 
.the day are in characters which they neither be- 
come, nor act in with pleasure to themselves or 

h2 
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their beholdci^s. But to return to my ladies; I 
was very well pleased to see so -great a crowd of 
them assembled at a play, wherein the heroine, 
as the phrase is, is so just a picture of the vanity 
of the sex in tormenting their admirers. The 
lady who pinps for the man whom she treats with 
so much impertinence' and inconstancy is drawn 
with much art and humour. Her resolutions to be 
extremely civil, but her vanity arising just at the 
instant she resolved to express herself kindly, 
are described as by one who had studied the sex. 
But when my admiration is fixed upon this ex* 
cellent character, and two or three others in the 
play, I must confess I was moved with the utmost 
indignation, at the trivia], senseless, and unnat- 
ural representation of the chaplain. It is possible 
there may be a pedant in holy orders^ and we have 
seen one or two of them in the world ; but such a 
driveller as Sir Roger,* so bereft of all manner of 
pride, which is the characteristic of a pedant, is 
what one would not believe would come into the 
head of the same man who drew the rest of the 
play. The meeting between Welford and him^ 
shows a wretch without any notion of the dignity 
of his function ; and it is out of all common sense 
that he should give an account of himself * as 
one sent four or five miles in a morning, on foot, 
for eggs.' It is not to be denied, but this part, 
iand that of the maid, whom he makes love to, are 
excellently well performed; but a thing which 
is blamable in itself, grows still more so by the 
success in the execution of it. It is so mean a 
^thing to gratify a loose age with a scandalous re- 
presentation of what is reputable among meni 

* In former times priests were distingaished by the addi- 
tion of Sir to their . christian names, as if they had hcen 
knights. See Dodsley's Old Plays, j>afi9/i2t. 
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Hot to say i^hat is sacred, that no beauty no ex- 
cellence in an author ought to atone for it; nay, 
such excellence is an aggravation of his guilt, 
and an argument that he errs against the convic- 
tion of his own understanding and conscience. 
Wit should be tried,by this rule, and an audience 
should rise against such a sicene as throws down 
the reputation of any thing which the considera- 
tion of religion or decency should preserve from 
contempt. But all this evil arises from this one 
corruption of mind, that makes men resent of- 
fences against their virtue, less than those against 
their understanding. An author shall write. as 
if he thought there was not one man of honour 
or woman of chastity in the house, and come off 
with applause: for an insult upon all the ten 
commandments with the little critics is not so bad 
as the breach of an unity of time and place. 
Half wits do not apprehend the miseries that 
must necessarily flow from a degeneracy of man- 
ners ; nor do they know that order is the support 
of society. Sir Roger and bis mistress are mon- 
sters of the poet's own forming; the sentiments 
in bothxkf them are such as do not arise in fools 
of their education. We all know that a silly 
scholfu*, instead of being below every one he 
meets with, is apt to be exalted above the rank of 
. such as are res^Iy his superiors: his arrogance 
is always founded upon particular notions of dis- 
tinction in his own head, accompanied with a 
pedantic scorn of all fortune and pre-eminence, 
when compared with his knowledge and learning. 
'This very one character of Sir Roger, as silly as 
it really is, has done more towards the disparage- 
ment of holy orders, and consequently of virtue 
itself, than all the wit of that author, or any 
Other, could make up for in the conduct of the 
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longest life after it. I do not pretend in saying 
this, to give myself airs of more virtue than my 
neighbours, but assert it from the principles by. 
which mankind must always be governed. < Sal- 
lies of imagination are to be overlooked, when 
they are committed out of warmth in the recom- 
mendation of what is praise-worthy^ but a delib- 
erate advancing of vice, with all the wit in the 
world, is as ill an action as any that comes before 
the magistrate, and ought to be received as such 
by the people. T. 
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JMille trahens varios adverso sole colores. 

ViRG. ^n. iv. 701. 
Drawing a thousand colours from the light 

Dryden. 

I RECEIVE a double advantage frojn the letters of 
my correspondents ; first, as they shew me whicb 
of my papers are most acceptable Xo them ; and 
in the next place, as they furnish me with mate-^ 
rials for new speculations. Sometimes indeed I 
do not make use of the letter itself, but form the 
hints of it into plans of my own invention ; some- 
times I take the liberty tp cl^ange the language 
or thought into my own way of speaking and 
thinking, and always (if it can be done without 
prejudice to the sense) omit the many compli- 
ments and applauses which are usually bestowed 
upon me. 

Besides the two advantages above mentioned, 
which I receive from the letters that are sent me, 
they give me an opportunity of lengthening out 
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my paper by the skilful management of the sub* 
scribing part at the end of them, 'which perhaps 
does not a little conduce to the ease, both of my- 
self and reader. 

Some will have it, that I often write to myself, 
and am the only punctual correspondent I have. 
This objection would indeed be material, were 
the letters I communicate to the public stuffed 
with my own commendations ; and if instead of 
endeavouring to divert and instruct my readers, I 
admired in them the beauty of my own performan- 
ces. But I shall leave these wise conjecturers to 
their own imaginations, and produce the three 
fbllowing letters for the entertainment of the day. 

^ I was last Thursday in an assembly of la- 
dies, where there were thirteen different colour- 
ed hoods. Your Spectator of that day lying upon 
the table, they ordered me to read it to them, 
vhich I did with a very clear voice, until I came 
to the Greek verse at the end of it. I must con- 
fess I was a little startled at its popping upon me 
so unexpectedly. However, I covered my con- 
fiision as well as I could, and after having mutter- 
ed two or three hard words to myself, laughed 
heartily, and cried, "a very good jest, faith." 
The ladies desired me to explain it to them ; but 
I begged their pardon for that, and told them, 
that if it had been proper for them to hear, they 
might be sure the author would not have wrapped 
it up in Greek. I then let drop several expres- 
sions, as if there was something in it that was not 
fit to be spoken before a company of ladies. Up- 
on which the matron of the assembly, who was 
dressed in a cherry-coloured hood, commended 
ihfi discretion of the writer for having thrown his 
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filthy thoughts into Greek, which was likely to 
corrupt but few of his readers. At the same time 
she declared herself very well pleased that he had 
not given a decisive opinion upon the new-fash* 
ioned hoods ; " for to tell you truly," says she, 
'^ I was afraid he would have made us ashamed to 
shew our heads." Now, Sir, you must know, 
since this unlucky accident happened to me in a 
company of ladies, among whom I passed for a 
most ingenious man, I have consulted one who is 
well versed in the Greek language, and he assures 
me upon his word, that your late quotation means 
no more than that '' manners, not dress, are the 
brnaments of a woman." If this comes to the 
knowledge of my female admirers, I shall be very 
hard put to it to bring myself off handsomely. In 
the mean while, I give you this account, that you 
may take care hereafter not to betray any of your 
well-wishers into the lik^ inconveniences. It is 
in the number of these that I beg leave to subr 
scribe myself, 

Tom Thippit.' 

* mr. spectator, 

' Your readers are so well pleased with your 
character of Sir Roger de Coverley, that there j^- 
peared a sensible joy in eve 17 cofifee-house, upon 
hearing the old knight was come to town. I am 
now with a knot of his admirers, who make it 
their joint request to you, that you would give us 
public notice of the window or balcony where the 
knight intends to make his appearance. He has 
already given great satisfaction to several who 
have seen him at Squircs's coffee house. If you 
think fit to place your short face at Sir Roger's 
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left eibow, we shall take the hint, an4 gratefully 
acknowledge so great a favour. 
^ I am, SIR, 

Your most devoted humble servant, 

C. D/ 

* SIB, ' 

* Knowing that fon are veiy inquisitive af* 
ter every thing^ that is curious in nature, I will 
wait on you if you please in the dusk of tlie eve- 
ning, with my show upon my back, which I carry 
about With me in d box, as only consisting of a 
man, a woman, and a horse. The two first are 
married, in which state the little cavalier has so 
well acquitted himself, that hh lady is with child. 
The big-bellied woman and her husband, with 
their little whimsical palfrey, are so very light, 
that whon they are put together into a scale, an 
ordinary man may weigh down the whole family. 
The little man is a bully in his nature ; but when 
he grows choleric I confine him to his box until 
his wrath is over, by which means I have hither- 
to prevented him from doing mischief. His horse 
is likewise very vicious, for which reason lam 
forced to tie him close to his manger with a 
packthread. The woman is a coquette. She 
struts as much as it is possible for a lady of two 
feet high, and would ruin me in silks, were not 
the quantity that goes to a large pincushion suffi- 
cient to make her a gown and petticoat. She 
told me the other day, that she heard the ladies 
"wore coloured hoods, and ordered me to get her 
one of the finest blue. I am forced to comply 
with her demands whilst she is in her present 
condition, being very willing to have more of the 
same breed. 1 do not know what she may pro- 
duce me, but provided it be a show I shall be very 
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ttrell satisfied. Such novelties should not, I think, 
be concealed from the British Spectator f for 
which reason I hope you will excuse this pre- 
sumption in c 
Your most dutiful, most obedient, 

and most humble servant, 
L. S. T. 

Three dwarfs, a very little man, a woman equally diminit' 
live, and a horse proportionably so, were on exhibition in 
London about this time. ' 
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Longa est if^ria, longa 
Ambages < V irg. -ffin. i. A^S.^ 

Great is the injury, and long the tale. 
* HR. SPECTATOR, 

' The occasion of this letter is orso great impor- 
tance, and the circumstances of it such, that I 
know you will but think it just to insert it, in pref- 
erence of all other matters that can present them- 
selves to yout* consideration. I need not, after 
I have said this, tell you that I am in love. 
The circumstances of my passion I shall let 
you understand as well as a disordered mind will 
admit. ** That cursed pickthank, Mrs. Jane !'* 
Alas, I am railing at one to you by her name, 
as familiarly as if you were acquainted with 
her as well as myself: but I will tell you all, 
as fast as the alternate interruptions of love and 
anger will give me leave. There is the most 
agreeable young woman in the world, whom I am 
passionately in love with, and from whom I have 



for some space of time received as gf^at mark9 
of faTOur as were fit for her to give, or me to de- 
sire. The suceessful progress of the affair, of all 
others the most essential towards a man'^ happi- 
nesS) gave a new life suid spirit, not only to my 
behaviour and- discourse, but also a certain grace 
to all my actions in the commerce of life, in all 
things however remote from love. You know 
the predominant passion spreads itself through 
all a man's transactions, and exalts or depresses 
him according to the nature of such passion. 
But, alas! I have not yet begun my story, and 
what is making sentences and observations when, 
a man is {heading for his life ? To begin then* 
This lady has corresponded with me under the 
names of love, ^e my Belinda, I her Cteanthes. 
Though I am thus well got into the account of 
my affair, I cannot keep in the thread of it so 
much as to give you the character of Mrs. Jane, 
whom I will not hide under a borrowed name ; 
but let you know that this creature has been, since 
I knew her, very handsome (though I will not 
^allow her even " she has been" for the future}, 
and during the time of her bloom and beauty, 
was Bo great a tyrant to her lovers, so over-va- 
lued herself and under-rated all her pretenders^ 
that they have deserted her to a man; and she 
knows no comfort but that common one te^all Ijpl 
lier condition, the pleasure of interrupting the 
amours of others. It is impossible but you must 
have seen several of these volunteers in malice, 
who pass their whole time in the most laborious 
way of life in getting intelligence, running from 
place to place with new whispers, without reap- 
ing any other benefit » but the hopes of making 
others as unhappy as themselves. Mrs. Jane hap- 
pened to be at a place where J? witli many o|?liers 
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t^ell acquainted with my passion for Belinda, pas-' 
i^d a Christmas evenings There was among thc 
rest a young lady, so free in mdrth, so amiable in, 
a just reserve that accompanied it; I wrong her 
to call it a reserve, but there appeared in her a 
mirth or cheerfulness which was not a forbear- 
ance of more immoderate joy, but the natural ap- 
pearance of all which could flow from a mind 
possessed of an habit of innocence and purity. I 
must have utterly forgot Belinda to have taken 
no notice of one who was growing up to the same 
womanly virtues which shine to perfection in her, 
had I not distinguished one who seemed to pro- 
mise to the world the same life and conduct with 
my feithful and lovely Belinda. When the, com- 
pany brok6 up, the fine young thing permitted 
me to take care of her home. Mrs. Jane saw my 
particular regard to her, and was informed of my 
attending her to her father's house. She came 
early to Belinda the next morning, and asked her 
*' if Mrs. Such-a-one had been with her ?'* " No." 
« If Mr. Such-a-one*s lady ?" " No.'' « Nor yt>ur 
cousin Such-a-one ?" " No." — ^^ Lord," says Mrs. 
Jane, " what is the friendship of women ? — Nay, 
they may well laugh at it. — And did no one tell you 
any thing of the behaviour of your lover, Mr.What- 
d'ye-call, last night ? But perhaps it is nothing to 

you that he is to be married to young Mrs. 

on Tuesday next?" Belinda was here ready to 
die with rage and jealousy. Then Mrs. Jane 
gpes on : ^' I have a young kinsman who is clerk 
to a great conveyancer, who shall shew you the 
rough draught of the marriage settlement. The 
world says, her father gives him t^wo thousand 
pounds more than he could have with you." I 
went innocently to wait on Belinda as usual, but 
MTas not admitted, I writ to her, and my letter wa^ 
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«ent back unopened. ' Poor Betty, her maid^ who 
is on my side, has been here just now blubbering, 
and told me the whole matter. She says she did 
not think I could be so base ; and that she is now 
•so odious to her mistress for having so often 
spoke well of me, that she dare not mention me 
more. All our hopes are placed in having these 
circumstances fairly represented in the Specta- 
tor, which Betty says she dare not but bring up 
as soon as it is brought in; and has promised 
when you have broke the ice to own this ^as laid 
between us, and when I come to an hearing, the 
young lady will support what we say by her testi- 
mony, that I nevei^ saw her but that once in my 
whole life. Dear sir, do not omit this true rela- 
tion, nor think it too particular; for there are 
crowds of forlorn coquettes \^ho intermingle 
themselves with otir ladies, and contract fami- 
liarities out of malice, and with no other design 
but to blast the hopes of lovers, the expectation 
of parents, and the benevolence of kindred. I 
doubt not but I shall be, 

«IR, 

Yovir most pbliged humble servant, 

Cjleanthes.* 

' SIR, Will's Coffee-house, Jan. 10. 

' The other day entering a room adorned 
with the Mr sex, I offered, after the' usual man- 
ner, to each of them a kiss ; but one, more scorn- 
ful than the rest, turned her cheek. I did not 
think it proper to take any notice, of it until I had 
»sked your advice. 

Your humble servant, 

E. S.' 

The correspondent is desired to say which 
ch&e]^ the offender turned to him. 
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ADVBRTISEMENT. 
From the pari^^Testiy, Jwiiwiry 0. 

All ladies who come to church iii the new-fa- 
shioned hoods, are desiifed to be there before di- 
vine service begins, lest they divert the attention 
of the cong^regation. 

T. Ralph. 
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■ ■ ' 1 JMotahdt aunt tibi mores* 

. ' HoR. AnPcietver^lSff/ 

• . * 

Mote veil the manners. 

Havin$^ examined the action of Paradise Losti 
let us in the next place consider the actors. This 
is Aristotle's n\et}K>d of xonsidering, first the fa« 
ble, and. secondly tlie manners ; or, as we |;ene- 
rally call them in English, the fable and the cha- 
racters. 

Homer has e^ccelled all the JieroiC poets that 
ever wrote, in the multitude and variety of his 
characters.- Every god that is admitted into his 
poem, acts a part which would have been suitable 
to no other deity. His piinces are as much dis- 
tinguished by their manners, as by their domi- 
nions; andj^ven those among them, whose cha- 
racters seem wholly made up of courage, differ 
from one another as to the particular kinds of 
courage in which they excel. In short, there is 
scarce a speech or action in the Iliad, which the 
reader may not ascribe to the person who speaks 
6r actS; without seeing his name at the hm.d of it;; 
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Homer docs not only outshine all other poets 
in the variety, but also in the novelty of his charac- 
ters^ He has introduced among his Grecian, 
princes a person who had lived thrice th^ age of 
man, and conversed with Theseus^ Hercules, 
Polyphemus, and the first- race of heroes. Hi* 
principal actor is the son of a goddess, not to 
iifiention the offspring of other deities, who have 
likewise a place in his poem, and the venerable 
Trojan prince, who was the father of so many 
kings and heroes. There is in these several 
character's of Homer, a certain dignity as well 
as novelty, which adapts them in a more pecu- 
liar manner to the nature of an heroic poem. 
Though, at the same time, to give them the 
greater variety, he has described a Vulcan, that 
is a buffoon, among his gods and a Tiiersites 
among his mortals. 

Virgil falls infinitely short of Homer in the 
characters of his poeip, both as to their variety and 
novelty, -fineas is indeed a perfect character ; 
but as for Achates^ though he is styled the hero's 
friend, he does nothing in the whole poem which 
may deserve that title. . Gyas, Mnestheus, Ser- 
gestus, and Cloanthes, are all of them men of 
i:he same stamp and character : 

F ortemque Gyan, fortemque Cloanthum. 

There are, indeed, several natural incidents 
in the part of Ascanius ; and that of Dido can- 
not be sufficiently admired. I d© UQt see any 
thing new or particular in Turnus. Pallas and 
tvander are remote copies of Hector and Priam, 
asLausus and Mezentius are almost parallels to 
Pallas and JEvander. The chai'acters of Nisus 

I 2- 
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and Eucyalus are beautiCul, bntcomiBon. «We 
must not forget the parts of Sinon, Caimlla, and 
some few others^ which are fine inaprovemems 
on the Greek poet. In short) there is neither 
that variety nor novelty in the persons of the 
;£neid, which we meet with in those of the Itiad.^ 

If we look into the characters of Milton, we 
shall find that he has introduced all the variety 
his fable was capable v of receiving. The whole 
species of mankind was in two persons at the 
time to wJiich the subject of his poem is confin- 
ed. W,^ have, however, four distinct characters 
in these two persons. We see man and woman 
in the highest innocence and :perfection, and in 
the most abject state of g^lt andinfirmity. . The 
two last chariicters are, indeed, very common and 
obvious, but the two first are not only more mag- 
nificicnt, but more new than any characters either 
in Virgil or Homer, or indeed in the whole cir-^ 
cle of nature. . ^ 

Milton was so sensible of this> defect in the 
subject of his poem, and of the few characters it 
would afford him, that he has brought into it 
two actors of a shadowy and fictitious nature, in 
the persons of Sin and Death, by which. means 
he hi^s wrought into the body of his fable a very 
beautiful and well-invented allegory. But not- 
withstanding the fineness of. this allegory may 
atone for it in some measure, I cannot think 
that persons of such a chimerical existence are 
proper actors in an epic .poem ; because there is 
not that measure of probability annexed to them^ 
which is requisite in writings of this kind^ as I 
shall shew more at large hereafter. 

Virgil has indeed admitted Fame as an actress 
in the j£neid) but the part she acts is very short, 
-and none of the moi^t admired circmnstsmce^ in 



tiiat divine work. We find in mock-lMrme 
poemS) particularly in the Dispensary, and the 
Lutnn, several allegorical ^rsons of this naturei 
which a2*e very beautiful in those compositions) 
jmd may perhaps be u^ed as an argument, that 
the authors of thetn were of opinion, such'Cha^ 
racters might have a place in an epic work. For 
my own part I should be glad the reader would 
think so, for the sake of the poem I am now ex^ 
amining ; and must further add, that if such 
empty unsubstantial beings may be ever made 
use of on this occa^on, never were any more 
nicely imagined, and employed in more proper 
actions, than those of which I am now speaking. 

Another principal actor in this poem is the great 
enemy of mankiiul The part of Ulysses in Ho- 
mer's Odyssey is very much admired by Aristotle^ 
as perplexing that fable with very agreeable plots 
and intiicacies, not only by the tnany adventured 
in his voyage, and the subtiUty of Ms behaviour, 
but by the various concealments and discoveries 
of his person in several parts of that poem. But 
the crafty being I have now mentioned makes a 
much longer voyage than Ulysses, puts in prac- 
tice many more wiles and stratagems, and hides 
himself under a great variety of shapes and ap- 
pearances, all of which are severally detected, to 
the great delight and surprise oi the reader. 

We may likewise observe with how niuch art 
the poet has varied several characters of the per- 
sons that speak in his infernal assembly. On the 
contrary, how has he represented the whole God,- 
head exerting itself towards man in its full be-« 
nevolence under. the three-fold distinction of a 
Creator, a Redeemer, and a Comforter 1 

Nor mu«t we omit the person of Raphael, who, 
amidst bJLS tenderne^ $ipd friendship for qp^]r 
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shews such a; dignity and condescension in all his 
speech and behaviour, as are suitable to a supe- 
rior nature. The angels are indeed as much di« 
versified in Milton, and distinguished by their 
proper parts, as the gods are in Homer or Virgil. 
The reader will 'find nothing ascribed to Uriel, 
Gabriel, Michael, or Raphael, which is not in a 
particular manner suitable to their respective 
characters.* . 

There is another circumstance in the principal 
actors of the Iliad and ^neid, which gives a pe- 
culiar beauty to those two poems, and was there- 
fore contrived with very great judgment. I 
mean the authors having chosen for their heroes, 
persons who were so nearly related to the people 
for whom they wrote. Achilles was a Greek, and 
^neas the remote founder of Rome. By this 
means their country men (whom they princi- 
pally propose to themselves for their readers) 
were particularly attentive to all the parts of their 
story, and sympathized with their heroes in all 
their adventures. A Roman could not but re- 
joice in the escapes, successes and victories of 
jEneas, and he grieved at any defeats, misfor- 
tunes, or disappointments that befel him ; as a 
Greek must have had the same regard for 
Achilles. And it is plain, that each of those 
poems have lost this great advantage, among those 
readers to whom their heroes are as strangers, or 
indifferent persons. 

Milton's poem is admirid)le in this respect, 
since it is impossible for any of its readers, what- 
ever nation, country, or people he may belong to, 
not to be related to the persons who are the prin- 

"* These two last sentences were not in the original paper io 
folio. * 
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dpal actors in it ; but what is still infinitely more 
to its advantage, the principal actors in this poem 
are not only our progenitors, bnt our representa- 
tives. We have an actud interest in every thinf^ 
ibey do, and no less than our utmost happiness is 
concerned, and lies at stake in all their behaviour. 

I shall si^join as a torollary to the foregoing^ 
remark, an admirable ob8el*vation out of AristoUe, 
which has been veiymuch misrepresented in tho 
quotations of some modem critics ; < If a man of 
perfect and consummate virtue falls into a misfor- 
tune, it raises our pity, but notour terror, because 
we do not fear that it may be our own case^ wha 
do not resemble the suffering person.* But, as 
that great philosopher adds, ^ if we see a man of 
virtue mixtidth infirmities, &11 into any misfor- 
tune, it does not otUy raise our pity but our terror ; 
because we are afraid thatthe^like misfortunes 
may happen to ourselves, who resemble the cha^^ 
racter of the suffering person/ 

I shall take another opportunity to observe^ 
that a person of an absolute and consummate vir- 
tue should never be introduced in tragedy, and 
fthail oniy remark in this place, that the foregoing 
observation of Aristotle^ though it may be true in 
other occasions, does not hold in this ; because 
in the present case, though the persons who &11 
ixyto misfortune are of the xaasx perfect and con- 
summate virtue, it is not to be considered as what 
may pos&ibly be, but what actually is our own 
case ; since we are embai*ked with them on the 
same bottom, and must be partakcirs (^ their hap- 
piness or misery. 

In this, and someother very few instances Aris* 
totle's rules for epic poetry (which he had drawn 
&om his reiections upon Homer) caraiot be sup>> 
posed to quadiate exactly with the heroic poems 
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which have been made since his time; since it b 
plaih his rules would still have been more per- 
fect, could he have perused the ^neid, which was 
made some hundred years after his death. 

In my next, I shall go through other parts of 
Milton's poem ; and hope that what I shall there 
advance, as well as what I have already written, 
will not only iserve as a comment upon Milton, b.pt 
upon Aristotle. 

L. 
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^ueUre est operte pretium, procedere ^ecti 
Qui ttuechis non vulHa 

Hor. 1 Sat ii. 37. 

All jovL, who think the city ne'er can thrive 
Till every cuckold maker^s flay'd alive^ 
Attend. 

POPE^ 

I HAVE Upon several occasiohs (that have occur- 
red since I first took into my thoughts the present 
state of fornication) weighed with myself in be- 
half of guilty females, the impulses 6f flesh and 
blood, together with the arts and gallantries of 
crafty men ; and reflect with some scorn thatniost 
part of what we in our yduth think gay and po- 
lite, is nothing else but an h^bit of indulging a 
pruriency that way. It will cost some labour to 
bring people to so lively a sense of this, as to re^ 
cover the manly modesty in the behaviour of my 
men readei^, and the bashful grace in the faces 
of my women : but in all cases which come into 
debate^ there are certain things previously ti h^ 
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done before we can have a true light into the sub- 
ject matter: therefore it will, in the first place, 
be necessary to consider the impotent wenchera 
and industrious hags, who are supplied with, and 
are constantly supplying, new sacrifices to the 
devil of lust. You are to know then, if you are 
so happy as not to know it already, that the great ^ 
havock which is made in the habitations of beauty 
and innocence, is committed by such as can only 
lay waste and not enjoy the soil. When you ob- 
serve the present state of vice and virtue, the 
offenders are such as one would think should, 
have no impulse to what they are pursuing ; as 
in business, ypu see sometimes fools pretend to 
be knaves, so in pleasure, you will find old men 
set up for wenchers. This latter sort of men are 
the great basis and fund of iniquity in the kind 
we are speaknig of; you shall have an old rich 
man often receive scrawls from the several quar- 
ters of the town, with descriptions of the new 
wares in their hands, if he will please to send 
word when he will be waited on. This inter- 
view is contrived, and the innocent is brought to 
such indecencies as from time to time ^banish 
shame and raise desire. With these preparatives 
the hags break, their wards by little and little, un- 
til they are brought to lose all apprehensions of 
what shall befal them in the possession of yovmger 
men. It is a common postcript of an hag to a 
young fellow whom she invites to a new woman, 
' She has, I assure yqu, seen none but old Mr. 
Such-a*»one.' It pleases the old fellow that the 
nymph is brought to him Unadorned, and from his 
bounty she is accommodated with enough to dress 
her for other lovers. This is the most ordinary 
method of bringing beauty and poverty into the 
Jrossession of the town: but the particular cases 
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of kind keepers, skilful pimps, and all others who 
drive a separate trade, and are not in the general 
society or commerce of sin, will require distinct 
consideration. At the same dme that we are thus 
severe on the abandoned, we are to represent 
the case of others with that mitigation as the 
circumstances demand. Calling names does no 
good; to speak worse of any thing than it deserves^ 
does only take off from the credit of the accuser^ 
and has implicitly the force of an apology in the 
behalf of the person accused. We shall, there- 
fore, according as the circumsta.nces differ, vary 
our appellation of these cnminals ; those who of- 
fend only agains^t themselves, and are not scandals 
to society, but out of deference to the sober part 
of the world, have so much good left in them as 
to be ashamed, must not be huddled in the com- 
mon word due to the worst of women ; but re- 
gard is to be had to their circumstances when they 
fell, to the uneasy perplexity under which tbey|iived 
\inder senseless and severe parents, to the impor- 
. tunity of poverty, to the violence of a passion in 
its beginning well grounded, and all other allevia- 
tions which make unhappy women resign the cha- 
racteristic of their sex, modesty. To do other- 
wise than thus, would be to act like a pedantic 
Stoic, who thinks all crimes alike, and not like an 
impartial Spectator, who looks upon them with all 
the circumstances that diminish or enhance the 
guilt. I am in hopes, if this subject be well pur- 
sued, women will hereafter from their infancy be 
treated with an eye to their future state in the 
world; and not have their tempers made too un« 
tractable from an improper sourness or pride, or 
too complying from familiarity or forwardness 
contracted at their own houses. After these 
hints on this subject, I shall end this paper with 
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the following genmne letter ; and desire all who 
think they may be conceiTied in future specula- 
tions on this subject, to send in what they haveto 
say for themselves for some incidents in their 
lives, in order to have proper allowances made 
for their conduct. 

< MR. SPECTATOR, Jan. 5, 1711-12. 

*The subject of your yesterday's paper, 
is of so great importance, and the thorough hand- 
ling of it may be so very tuseful to the preserva- 
tion of many an innocent young creature, ahat I 
think every one is obliged to furnish you with 
what lights he can to expose the pernicioijs arts 
and practices of those unnatural women called 
bawds. In order to this the enclosed is sent you, 
which js-verbatini the copy of a letter written by 
a bawd of figure in this town to a noble lord. J 
have concealed the,- names of both, my intention 
being not to expose the persons but the thing. 

I am, SIR, 

your humble servant.' 

* MY LORD, 

* I H AviNc^ a great esteem for your honour, 
and a better opinion ,of you than of any of the 
quality, makes me acquaint you of an affair that 
I hope will oblige you to know. I have a niece 
that came to town about a fortnight ago. Her pa- 
rents being lately dead she came to me, expect- 
ing to a found me in so good a condition as to a 
set her up in a milliner's shop. Her father gave 
fourscore pound with her for five years : her time 
is out, and she is not sixteen : as pretty a black 
gentlewoman as ever you saw ; a little woman, 
which I know your lordship likes ; well shaped, 
and as fine a complexion for red and white as 

VOL. V, K 
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ever I saw ; I doubt not but your lordship will be 
of the same opinion. She designs t<J go dowa 
about a month hence, except I can provide fon 
her, which I cannot at present. Her father was 
one with whom all he had died with him, so there 
is four children left destitute ; so if your lordship 
thinks proper to make an appointment where I 
shall wait on you ^ith my niece, by a line or two, 
I stay for your answet* ; for I have no place fitted 
up since I left my house, fit to entertain youi^ 
honour. I told her she should go with me to see 
.a gentleman, a very good friend of mine ; so I 
desire you to take no notice of my letter, by rea- 
son she is ignorant of the ways of the town* My 
lord, I desire if you. meet us to come alone ; for 
]apon my word and honour you are the first that I 
eyer mentioned her to. So I remain 

Ybur lordship's 
Most humble servant to command. 

' I beg of you to burn it when you've readat.' 



T. 
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'^ t ribw AnUcxfHs caput insanabile 

HoR. Ars Poet. yer. 300. 

A head, no hellebore can cure. . 

I WAS yesterday engaged in an assembly of vir- 
tuosos, where one of them produced many curi- 
ous observations which he had lately made in the 
anatomy of an human body. Another of the com- 
pany qommunicated to us several wonde4'ful dis* 



No. 275. SPBCTATbie. 11* 

•coveries, which he had also ^ade on the same 
subject, by the help of very fine glasses. This 
gave birth to a great variety of uncommon re- 
marks, and ftttTiished discourse for the remain- 
ing part of the day. 

The diffeixnt opinions which were started on 
this occasion presented to my imagination so 
many new ideas, that by mixing with those which 
were already there, they employed my fancy all 
the last nig^t, and composed a very wild extrava- 
gant dream. 

I was invited, methought, to the dissection of a 
•beau's head, add a coquette's heart, which were 
both of them laid on a table before us. An ima- 
ginary open^or opened the first with a great deal 
•of nicety, which upon a ciirsoryand superficial 
view, appeared like the head of another man; 
but upon applying our glasses to it, we made a 
very odd discovery, namely, that what we looked 
tipon as brains, were hot such in reality, but an 
heap of strange materials wound up in that shape 
and texture, and packed together with wonderful 
art in the several cavities of the skull. For, as 
Homer tells us, that the blood of the gods is not 
real blood, but only something like it; so we 
found that the brain of a beau is not a real brain, 
biit only something like it. 

Thfe pineal gland, which many of our modern 
philosophers suppose to be the seat of the soul, 
smelt very strong of essence and orange-flower 
water, and was encompassed with a kind of horny 
substance, cut into a thousand little faces or mir- 
rors, whith were imperceptible to the naked eye, 
insomuch that the soul, if there had been any 
here, must have been always taken up in con- 
templating her own lieauties. 

We observed a large antrum or cavity in the 
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sinciput) that was filled with ribbons, lace, and 
embroidery, wrought together in a most curious 
piece of net-work, the parts of which were like- 
wise imperceptible to the naked eye. Another of 
these antrums or cavities was stuffed with invisi- 
ble billetdoux, love-letters, pricked dances, and 
other trumpery of the same nature. In another 
we found a kind of powder, which set the whol^ 
company a sneezing, and by the scent discovered 
itself to be right Spanish. The several other 
cells were stored with commodities of the same 
kind,' of which it Would be tedious to give th© 
veader an exact inventory. 

There was a large cavity on each iid^ the head, 
which I must not omit. That on the right side 
was filled with fictions, flatteries, and falsehoods, 
TOWS, promises, and protestations : that on the left 
with oaths and imprecations. There issued out 
a duct from each of these cells, which ran into 
the root of the tongue, wliere both joined to- 
gether^ and passed forward in one common duct 
to the tip of it. We discovered several little 
roads^ or canals running from the ear into the 
brain, and took particular care to trace them out 
through their several passages. One of them 
extended itself to a bundle of sonnets and little 
musical instruments. Others ended in several 
bladders, which were filled either with wind, or 
froth. But the large canal entered into a great 
cavity of the skull, from whence there went ano- 
ther canal into the tongue. This great cavity was 
•filled with a kind of spungy substance, which the 
French anatomists call galimatias, and the Eng- 
lish, nonsense. 

The skins of the forehead were extremely 
tough and thick, and what very much surprised^ 
us, liad not in them any single blood vessel that 
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we were able to discover, either with or without 
our glasses ; from whence we concluded, that the 
party when alive must have been entirely deprived 
of the faculty of blushing. 

The OS cribriforme was exceedingly stuffed^ 
and in some places damaged with snufF. We 
could not but take notice in particular of that 
:small muscle which is not often discovered in 
dissections, and draws the nose upwards, when 
it expresses the contempt which the owner of it 
has, upon seeing any thmg he does not like, or 
Clearing any thing he does not understand. I heed 
not tell my learned re^d^r, this is that muscle 
which performs the motion so often mentioned 
i)y the Latin poets, when they talk of a man's 
cocking his nose, or playing the rhinoceros. 

We did not find any thing very remarkable in 
the eye, saving only, th^t the musculi amatori^, 
or, as we may translate it into English, the ogling 
muscles, were very much worn and decayed with 
^ise ; whereas, on the contrary, the elevator, or 
:the muscle which turns the eye towards heaven, 
^id not api^ear to have been used at all. 

I have only mentioned in this dissection such 
jiew discoveries as we were able to make, and have 
not taken any notice of those parts Which seem 
to be met with in common heads. As for the 
skull, the face, and indeed the whole outward shape 
and figure of the head, we could not discover any 
difference from what we observe in the head^ of 
-other men. We were informed, that the person 
to whom this head belonged, had passed for a 
man above five and thirty years; during which 
time he eat and drank like other people, dressed 
well, talked loud, laughed frequently, and on par- 
ticular occasions had acquitted himself tolerably 
at a ball or an assembly; to which one of the 

K 2 
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company added, that a certain knot of ladies took 
him for a wit. He was cut off in the flower of his 
age by the blow of a paring-shovel, having been 
surprised by an eminent citizen, as he was ten- 
dering some civilities to his wife. 

When 'we had thoroughly examined this heady 
with all its apartments, and its -several kinds of 
furniture, we put up the brain, such as it was, 
into its proper place, and laid it aside under a 
broad piece of scarlet cloth, in order to be prepa- 
red, and kept in a great repository of dissections; 
our operator telling us that the* preparation would 
not be so difficult as that of another brain, iPor 
that he had observed several of the little pipes 
and tubes which ran through the brain, were 
already filled with a kind of mercurial substance, 
which he looked upon to be true quicksilver. 

He applied himself in the next place to the co- 
quette's heart, which he likewise laid open wUh 
great dexterity. There occurred to us many par- 
ticularities in this dissection ; but being unwilling^ 
to burthen my reader's memory too much, I shall 
reserve this subject for the speculation of another 
day. _ L: 
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JErrori nomen virtus posuisset honestum. 

Ho^. 1 Sat. ill. 4^. 

Misconduct scrcen'd l>ehlnd a specious name. 
* MR. SPECTATOR, , 

^ I HOPE you have philosophy enough to be capa- 
We of hearing the mention of yo\ir faults^ Your 
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papers which regard the fallen part of the fair jsex 
are, I think, written with an indelicacy which 
makes them unworthy to be inserted in the wri- 
tings of' a moralist who knows the world. I can- 
riot allow that you arc at liberty to observe upon 
the actions of mankind with the freedom which 
you seem to resolve upon; at least if you do so, 
you should take aloUg with you the distinction of 
manners of the world, according to the quality 
and way of life of the persons concerned. A man 
of breeding speaks of even misfortutie among 
ladies, without giving it the most terrible. aspect 
it can bear : and this tenderness tdwards them is 
much more to be preserved when you speak of 
vices. All mankind are so far related, that Care 
is to he taken in things to whicli allar^ liable, you 
do not mention what concerns one in terms which 
shall disgust another. Thu^ to tell a rich man of 
the indigence of ^ kinsman of his, or abruptly to 
inform a virtuous womari of the lapse of one who 
until then was in the satne degree of esteem with 
herself, is a kind of involving each of them in 
some participation of those disadvantages. It is 
therefore expected from every writer, to treat his 
argument in such a manner, as is most proper to 
cntertwn the sort of readers to whom his dis- 
course is directed. It is not necessary when you 
write to the tea-table, that you should draw vices 
which carry all the horror of shame and con- 
tempt : if you paint an imperdnent self-love, an 
artful glance, an assumed complexion, you say 
all which you ought to suppose they can be pos- 
sibly guilty of. When you talk with this limita- 
tion, you behave yourself so as that you may 
expect others in conversation may second your 
raillery; 'but when you do it in a style Which every 
body else forbears in respect to their quality, they 
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have an easy remedy in forbearing reading yo\i, 
and hearing no more of their faults. A man that is 
now and then guilty of an intemperance is not to 
be called a drunkard; but the rule of polite rail- 
lery is to speak of a man's faults as if you loved 
him. Of this nature is what was said by Caesar? 
when one was railing with an uncourtly vehe- 
mence, and broke out with, " What must we call 
him who was taken in an intrigue with another 
man's wife ?" Caesar answered very gravely, " A 
careless fellow." This was at once a reprimand 
for speaking of a crime which in those days had 
not the abho^ence attending it as it ought, ad 
well as an intimation, that all intemperate behavi- 
our before superiors loses its aim, by accusing in 
a method unfit for the audience. A word to the 
wise. All I mean here to say to you is, that the 
most free person of quality can go no further than 
being a kind woman ; and you should never say 
of a man of figure worse than that he knows the 
^orld* 

I am, SIR, 
Your most humble servant, 

Francis Courtly.' 

' mr. spectator, 

' I AM a woman of an unspotted reputation, 
and know nothing I have ever don6 which should 
encourage such insolence ; but here was one the 
other <day, and he was dressed like a gentleman 
too, who took the liberty to name the words 
" lusty fellow" in my presence. I doubt not but 
you will resent it in behalf of, 

SIR, 

Your humble Servant) 

Celia.' 
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<MR. SPECTATOR, 

*You lately put out a dreadful paper, 
-wherein you promise a full account of the state 
of criminal love ; and call all the fair who have 
transgressed in that kind by one very rude name 
-nrhich I do not eare to repeat: but I desire to 
know of you whether I am or am not one of those? 
My case is as follows: I am kept by an old bach* 
elor who took me so young, that I know not how 
he came by me. He is a bencher of one of the 
inns of court, a very gay healthy old man, which 
is a very lucky thing for him ; who has been, he 
tells me,^a scowerer, a scamperer, a breaker of 
windows, and invader of constables, in the days 
of yore, when all dominion ended with the day, 
and males and females met belter skelter, and 
the scowerers drove before them all who preten- 
ded to keep up order or rule to the interruption 
of love and honour. This is his way of talk, for 
he is very gay when he visits me ; but as his for- 
mer knowledge of the town has alarmed him into 
an invincible jealousy, he keeps me in a pair of 
slippers, neat bodice, warm petticoats, and my 
own hair woven in ringlets, after a manner, he 
says, he remembers. I am not mistress of one 
farthing of money, but have all necessaries pro- 
vided /or me, under the guard of one who procu- 
red for him while he had any desires to gratify. I 
know nothing of a wench's life, but the reputation 
of it : I have a natural voice, and a pretty untaught 
step in dancingi. His manner is to bring an old 
fellow who has been his servant irom his youth, 
and is grey-headed. This man makes on the 
violin a certain jiggish noise to which I dance, 
and when that is over I sing to him some loose 
air that has more wantonness than music in i& 
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You must have seen a strange windowed house 
near Hyde Park, which is so built that no one can 
look out of any of the apartments ; my rooms are 
after this manner, and I never see man, woman, 
or child, but in company with the two persons 
^ove-mentioned. He sends me in all the books, 
pamphlets, plays, operas, and songs that come 
out; and his utmost delight in nie, as a woman, 
is to talk over his old amours in my presence, to 
play with my neck, say 'Uhe time was," give mo 
a kiss, and bid me be sure to follow the directions 
of my guardian (the above-mentioned lady), and I 
shall never want. The truth of my case is, I 
suppose, that I was educated for a pifrpose he 
did not know he should be unfit for when I came 
to year^. Now, sir, what I ask of you as a casuist, 
is to tell me how far in these circumstances I am 
innocent, though submissive; he guilty, though 
Jmpotent ? 

I am, SIR) 

Your constant reader, 

PUCELLA.* 

.* TO THE MAJSr CALLED THE SPECTAT6r. 

^ FRIEND, 

^ Forasmuch as at the birth of thy labour, 
thou didst promise upon thy word, that Jetting 
alone the vanities that do abound, thou wouldest 
only endeavour to straighten the crooked morals 
of this our Babylon, I gave credit to thy fair 
speeches, and admitted one of thy papers, every- 
day, «ave Sunday, into my house, for the edifica* 
tion of my daughter Tabitha, and to the end that 
Susanna the wife of my bosom might profit there- 
by. But, alas ! my friend, I find that thou art a 
liar, and that the truth is not in thee ; else why 
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didst thou in a paper which thou didst lately put 
forth, make mention of those vain coverings for 
the heads of our females, which thou lovest to 
liken unto tulips, and which are lately sprung up 
among us ? Nay, why didst thou make mention 
of them in such a seeming, as if thou didst ap*^ 
proye the invention, insomuch that my dau"ghter 
Tabitha beginneth to wax wanton, and to lust af* 
ter these foolish vanities ? Surely thou dost see 
with the eyes of the flesh. Verily, therefore, 
unless thou dost speedily amend, and leave off 
following thine own imaginations, I will leave off 
thee. 

* Thy friend, as hereafter thou dost demean 
thyself. 

T. Hezekiah Broadbrim.' 
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, faa est et ab hoste doceri. 

Ovid. Met^lib. iv. ver. 4^. 

Keceive instruction from an enemy. 

I PRESUME I need not inform the polite part of 
my readers, that before our correspondence with 
France was unhappily interrupted by the war our 
ladies had all their fashions from thence ; which 
the milliners took x:are to furnish . them with by 
means of a jointed baby, that came, regularly over 
once a month, habited after the manner of the 
most eminent toasts of Paris. 

I am credibly informed, tiiat even^ in the hot- 
test time of the war, the sex made several efforts, 
and ndsed lai'ge contributions towards the im- 
portation of this wooden mademoiselle. 
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Whether the vessel they sent out was lost or 
taken, or whether its cargo was seized on by the 
officers of the custom-house as a piece of contra- 
band goods, I have not yet been able to leaiii ; it 
is however certain, that their first attempts were 
Without success, to the no small disappoint jfienC 
of our whole female world ; but as their constancy 
and application, in a matter of so great impor- 
tance, can never be sufficiently commended, so 
i am glad to find) that in spite of all opposition, 
they have at length carried their point, pf whi<Jx 
I received advice by the two following letters : 

^ MR. srECfATOH, 

* I AM so great a lover o£ whatever i's 
French, that I lately discarded an humble ad- 
mirer, because he neither spoke that tongue, nor 
drank claret. I have long bewailed in secret the 
calamities of my sex during the war, in allwhicb 
time we have laboured under the insupportable 
inventions of English tire-women, who, though 
they sometimes copy indifferently well, can never 
compose with that '*^gout'* they do in France. 

* I was almost in despair of ever more seeing 
a model from that dear country, when last Sunday 
I overheard a lady in the next pew to me whisper 
another, that at the Seven Stars, in King-street) 
Covent-garden, ^ere was a mademoiselle com- 
pletely dressed, just come from Paris. 

' I was in the utmost impatience during the re« 
maining part of the service, and as soon as ever 
it was over, having learned the milliner's ^^ad- 
dreaacy' I went directly to her house in King- 
street, but was told that the French lady was at a 
person of quality's in Pall-mall, and would not he 
back again until veiy late, that night. I was 



therefore obliged to renew my visit very early 
this morning, and had then a full view of the dear 
moppet from head to foot. - 

' Yqu cannot imagine, worthy sir, how ridicu- 
lously I find we have been trussed up during the 
war, and how injBnitely the French dress exoeh 
ours. '■ 

< The mantua has no lead in the( sleeves,, and 
I hope we are not lighter than tlie French ladies 
so as to want that kind of ballast ; the petticoat 
has no whalebone, but sits with an air altogether 
gallant and degage : the coiffure is inexpressibly 
pretty, and in short, the whole dress has a thou- 
sand beauties in it, which I would not have as yet 
made too public* 

^ I thought fit, however, to give you this notice, 
that you may not be surprised at my appearing a 
tit mwle de Paris on the next birth-night. 

I am, SIR, ^ 

Your humble servant, 
. * Tbraminta.* 

Within an hour after I had read this.letter, X 
received another from the 9WneP of the puppet, 

•♦ , ■ ' ■ 

'sir, . - :•■-■: 

* On Saturday last, being the 12tli instant, 
there arrived at my house in King-street, Covent-^ 
garden, a French baby for the year 1712. I have 
taKen the utmost care to have her dressed by the 
most celebrated tire-women and mantiia-makers 
in Paris, and do not find that I have any reason to 
be sorry for the expense I have been at in her 
clothes and importation: however, as I know.no 
person who is so good a judge of dress as your- 
self, if you please to call at my house in your way 
to the city, and tak« a view of her, -I promise to 

^ T^L. V-. L 



1S2 SPECTATOtt. No, STT. 

amend whatever you shall disapprove in your next 
paper, before I exhibit her as a pattern to the 
public. 

I a^i, SIR, 
f Your most humble admirer, 

aod most obedient servant, 

Betty Cross-stitch.* 

As I am willing to do any thing in reason for 
the service of my countrywomen, and had much 
rather prevent faults than find, them, I went last 
night to the house of tlie above-mentioned 
Mrs. Cross-stitch. As soon as I entered, the 
maid of the shop, who, I suppose, was prepared 
for my coming, withput asking me any questions^, 
introduced me to the little damsel, and ran away 
to caliber mistres$. 

The puppet was dressed in a cherry-coloured 
gown 'dufl petticoat, with a short working aprpa 
over it, which discovered her shape to the -most 
advantage. Her hair was cut *and divided very 
prettily, with several ribbons stuck, up and dowa 
in it. The milliner assured me, that her com- 
plexion was such as was worn by all the ladies of 
the best fashion in Paris. Her head was extreme- 
ly high, on which subject having long since de-* 
clarcd my sentiments, l' shall say nothing more 
to it at present. I was also offended at a small 
patch she wore on her breast, which I cannot sup- 
pose is placed there with any good design. 

Her necklace was of an immoderate, length,^ 
being tied before in such a manner, that the two 
ends hung down to her girdle ; but whether these 
supply the place of kisSing-sti'ings in our enemy's 
country, and whether our British ladies have any 
occasion for them, I shall leave to their serious 
<|onsitle ration > ( 
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After having observed the particulars of her 
dress, as I was taking a view of it altogether, the 
shop-maid, who is a pert wench, told me that ma- 
demoiselle had something very curious in the 
tying of her garters ; but as I pay a due respect 
even to a pair of sticks when they are under pet- 
ticoats, I did not examine into that particular. 
Upon the whole, I was well enough pleased with 
the appearance of this gay lady, and the more so, 
because she was not talkative, a quality very rarely 
to be met with in the rest of their countrywomen. 

As I was -taking my leave, the milliner farther 
informed me, that with the assistance of a watch- 
maker, who was her neighbour, and the ingeni- 
^ous Mr, Powel, she had also contrived another 
puppet, which by the help of several little springs 
to be wound up within it, could move all its limbs, 
and that she had sent it over to her correspond- 
ent in Paris to be taught the various leanings and 
4)endings of the head, the risings of the bosom, 
the curtsey and recovery, the genteel trip, and 
the agreeable jet, as they are all now practised at 
the court of France. 

' She added, that she hoped she might depend 
upon having my encouragement as soon as it ar- 
rived; but as this was a petition of too great im- 
portance to be answered extempore, I left her 
without a reply, and made the best of my way to 
Will Honeycomb^s lodgings, without whose ad- 
vice I never communicate any thing to the public 
of jtWs nature. X. 
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an agreeable young fellow, to whose person, wity 
and humour no body makes any objection, that 
pretends to have been long in love with me. Tp 
this I must add (whether it proceeds from the , 
Vanity of my nature, or the seeming sincerity of 
my lover, I will not pretend to say) that I verily 
believe he has. a real value for me ; which, if true, 
you will allow may justly augment his merit with 
his mistress. In short, I am so sensible of his 
good qualities, and what I owe to his passion, that 
I think I could sooner resolve to give up my li- 
berty to him than any body else, were there not 
an objection to be made to his fortunes, in regard 
they do hot answer the utmost mine may expect, 
and are not sufficient to secure me from under- 
going the reproachful phrase, so commonly used 
^' that she has played the fool." Now though I 
am one of those few who heartily despise equip- 
age, diamonds, and a coxcomb, yet since such op^ 
posite notions from mine prevail in the world, 
even amongst the best, and such as ate esteemed 
the most prudent people, I cannot find in my 
heart to resolve upon incurring thje censure of 
those wise folks, which I am conscious I shall doj 
if when I enter into a married state, I discover a 
thought beyond that of equalling, if not advancing 
my fortunes. Under this difficulty I now labour, 
not being in t-he least determined whether I shall 
be governed by the vain world, and the frequent 
examples I meet with, or heai^keh to the voice of 
my lover, and the motions I find in my heart in 
favour of him. Sir, your opinion and advice in 
this affair is the only thing I know can turn the 
balance, and which I earnestly intreat I may re- 
ceive soon ; for until I have your thoughts upon 
it, I am engaged not to give my swain a final dis- 
charge. 



< Besides the particular obligation ydu will lay 
on me, by giving this subject room in one of 
your papers, it is possible it may be of use to 
some others of my sex, who will be as gratefuj 
for the favour as, 

SIR, 

Your humble servant, #. 

Florinda; 

< P. S. To tell you the truth, I am married to 
him already, but pray say sometbiiig to justify 
me. 

< MR. SPECTATOR^ 

^ You tiill forgive us professors of music 
if we make a second application to you, in order 
to promote our tiesign of exhibiting entertsdn- 
ments of music in York-buildings. It is indus- 
triously insinuated that our intention is to destroy 
operas in general, but we beg of you to insert 
this plain explanation of otirselves in your paper. 
Our purpose is only to improve our circum- 
stances^ by improving^ the art which we profess. 
We see it utterly destroyed at present, and as we 
were the persons who introduced operas, we 
think it a groundless imputaition that we should 
set up against the opera itself What we pretend 
to assert is, that the songs of different authors 
injudiciously put together, and a foreign tone and 
manner which are expected in every thing now 
performed amongst us, has put music itself to a 
stand; insomuch that the ears of the people can- 
not now be entertsdned with any thing but what 
has an impertinent gaiety, without any just spirit, 
or a languishment of notes, without any passion, 
or common sense. We hope those persons of 
sense and quality who have done us the honour 
^to subscribe, will not be ashamed of their patron- 
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age towards us^ and not receive impressi(»is that 
Tpatronising us is being for or against the opera» 
but ti*uly promoting their own diversions in a 
more just and elegant manner than has been hi* 
tlierto performed. 

We are, sir, 
H Your most humble servants, 

Thomas Gjlayton, 
NicoLiNo Haym, 
Charlss Dieuparx. 

< There will be no performances in York-build- 
ings until after that of the subscription.' T. 
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Reddere persona acit convenientia cuique, 

HoR. Ars Poet. v. 316. 

He knows Tvhat best befits each character. 

We have already taken a general survey of the 
fable and characters in Milton's Paradise Lost. 
The parts which remain to be considered, accor- 
ding to Aristotle's method, are the sentiments 
and the language. Before I enter upon the first 
of these, I must advertise my reader, that it is 
my design, as soon as I have finished my general 
reflections on these four several heads, to give 
particular instances out of the poem which is now 
before us of beauties and imperfections which 
may be observed under each of them, as also of 
such other particulars as may^ not properly fall 
under any of them. This I thought fit to pre- 
mise, that the reader may not judge too hastily of 
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this piece of criticism, or look upon it as imper- 
fect, before he has seen the whole extent of it. 

The sentiments in an epic poem are the 
thoughts and behaviour which the author ascribes 
to the persons whom he introduces^ and are just 
when they are conformable to the characters of 
the several persons. The sentiments have like- 
wise a relation to things as well as persons, and 
are then perfect when they are such as are adap- 
ted to the subject. If in either of these cases the 
poet endeavours to argue or explain, to magnify 
OP diminish, to raise love or hatred, pity or terror, 
or any other passion, we ought to consider wheth- 
ier the sentiments he makes use of.are proper for 
those ends. Homer is censured by the critics 
for his defect as to this particular in several parts 
of the Iliad and Odyssey, though at the same time 
those, who have treated this great poet with can- 
dour, have attributed this defect to the times in 
which he lived. It was the fault of the age, and 
not of Homer, if there wants that delicacy in some, 
of his sentiments, which now appears in the works 
of men of a much inferior genius. Besides, if 
there are blemishes la any particular thoughts, 
there is an infinite beauty in the greatest part of 
them. In short, if there are niuny poets wha 
would not have fallen into the meanness of some 
of his sentiments, there are none who could have 
risen up to the greatness of others. Virgil has 
excelled all others in the propriety of his senti- 
ments. Milton shines likewise very much in 
this particular : nor must we omit one considera- 
tion which adds to his honour and reputation. 
Homer and Virgil introduced persons whose 
characters are commonly known among men, and 
^uch as are to be met with either in history, or in 
ordinary conversation. Miltgn's characters^ most 
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of them lie out of nature^ and were to be formed 
purely out of his own invention. It shews a great- 
er genius iii Shakspeare to have drawn his Cali- 
ban, than his Hotspur, or Julius Caesar : the one 
was to be supplied out of his own imagination, 
^whereas the other might have been formed upon 
tradition, history, and observation. It was much 
easier therefore for Homer to find proper senti- 
ments for an assembly of Grecian generals, than 
for Milton to diversify his infernal counsel with 
proper characters, and inspire them with a varie- 
ty of sentiments. The loves of Dido and -fineas 
are only copies of what has passed between other 
"persons. Adam and Eve, before the fall, are a 
different species from that of mankind^ who are/ 
descended from them; and none but a poet of the 
most unbounded invention, and the most exqui- 
site judgment, could have filled their conversa- 
tion and behaviour with so many apt circumstan- 
ces during their state of innocence. 

Nor is it sufficient for an epic poem to be filled 
with such thoughts as are natural, unless it abound, 
also with such as are sublime. Virgil in this par- 
ticular falls short of Homer. He has not indeed 
so many thoughts that are low and vulgar ; but at 
the same time has not ^o many thoughts that are 
sublime and noble. The truth of it is, Virgil sel- 
dom rises into very astordshing sentiments, where 
he is not fired by the Iliad. He every where 
xharms and pleases us by the force of nis own 
genius ; but seldom elevates and transports us 
where he does not fetch his hints from Homer. 

Milton's chief talent^ and indeed his distin- 
guishing excellence, lies in the sublimity of his 
thoughts. There are others of the moderns who 
rival him in every other part of poetry ; but in the 
greatQiess of his sentiments he triumphs over all 
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iJie poets both modern and ancient, Homer only 
excepted. It is impossible for the imagination 
of man to distend itself with greater ideas, than 
those which he has laid together in his first, se- 
cond, and ^ixth books. The seventh, which de- 
scribes the creation of the world, is likewise won-« 
derfully sublime, though not so apt to stir up emo- 
tion in the mind of the reader, nor consequently 
so perfect in the epic way of writing, because it 
is filled with less action. Let the judicious rea- 
der compare whatLonginus has observed on sev- 
eral passages in Homer, and he will find parallels 
for most of them in the Paradise Lost. 

From what has been said we may infer, that as 
there are two kinds of sentiments, the natural and 
the sublime, which are always to be pursued in 
an hejpoic poem, there are also two kinds Of 
thoughts which are carefully to be avoided. The 
first are such as are affected and unnatural ; the 
second such as are mean and vulgar. As for the 
first kind of thoughts, we meet with little or no- 
thing that is like them in Virgil. He has none of 
those trifling points and puerilities that are so of- 
ten to be met with in Ovid, none of the epigram- 
matic turns of Lucan, none of those swelling sen- 
timents which are so frequent in Statins and Clau- 
dian,none of those mixed embellishments of Tas- 
so. Ever)' thing is just and natural. His senti- 
ments shew that he had a perfect insight into hu- 
man nature, and that he knew every thing which 
was the most proper to affect it. 

Mr. Dryden has in some places, which I may 
hereafter take notice of, misreprjesented Virgil's 
way of thinking, as to this particular, in the trans- 
lation he has given us of the ^neid. I do not 
remember that Homer any where, falls into the 
faults above-mentioned, which were, indeed the 
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false refinements of later ages. Milton it must 
be confessed, has sometimes erred in this res- 
pect, as I shall shew more at large in another pa- 
per ; though considering how all the poets of the 
age in which he writ were infected with this wrong 
way of thinking, he is rather to be admired that 
he did not give more into it, than that he did 
sometimes comply with the vicious taste which 
still prevails so much among modern writers. 

But since several thoughts may be natural 
^hich are low and grovelling, an epic poet should 
not only avoid such sentiments as are unnatural 
or affected, but also such as are mean and vulgar. 
Homer has opened a great field of raijlery to 
men of more delicacy than greatness of genius, 
by the homeliness of some of his sentiments. But 
xis I have before said, these are rather to be impu- 
ted to the simplicity of the age in which he lived, 
to which I may also add, of that which he descri- 
bed, than to any imperfection in that divine poet., 
Zoilus among the ancients, and Monsieur Per^ 
rault, among the moderns, pushed their ridicule 
very far upon him, on account of some such sen- 
timents. There is no blemish to be^observed in 
Virgil under this head^ and but a very few in 
Milton. 

I shall give but one instance of this impropriety 
of thought in Homer, and at the same time com- 
pare it with an instance of the same nature, both 
in Virgil and Milton. Sentiments which raise 
laughter can very seldom be admitted with any 
decency into an heroic poem, whose business iti& 
to excite passions of a much nobler nature. Ho» 
mer, however, in his characters of .Vulcan, Ther- 
sites, in his story of Mars and V^nus, in his beha- 
viour of Irus, and in other passages, has been 
observed to have lapsed into Uie burlesquG.ufeir* 
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acter, and to have departed ftom that serioifs air 
which seems essential to the magnificence of an 
epic poem. I remember but one laugh in the 
whole -fineid, which rises in the fifth book, upon 
Monoetes, where he is represented as thrown 
overboard, and drying himself upon a rock. But 
this piece of mirth is so well-timed that the 
severest critic can have notiiing to say against it ; 
for it is in the book of games and diversions, 
where the reader's mind may be supposed suffi- 
ciently relaxed for such an entertainment. The 
only piece of pleasantly in Paradise Lost, is where 
the evil spirits are described as rallying the angels 
trpon the success of their new-invented artillery, 
^'his passage I look upon to be the most excep- 
tionable in the whole poem, as being nothing ^Ise 
but a string of puns, and those too very incliffi;r- 
ent ones : . 



Satan beheld their plight. 



And to his mates thus in derision callM : 
^«* O friends, why come not on those victow proud ? 
Ere while they fierce were coming, and when we, 
To entei*tain them fair with open front 
And breast (what could we more ?) propounded ternx^ 
Of composition, straight they chang'd their minds. 
Flew oif, and into strange vagaries fell 
As they would dance ; yet for a dance they seeni'di- 
Somewhat extravagant, and wild ; perhaps 
For joy of offer'd peace; but I suppose 
If our proposals once again were heard. 
We should compel them to a quick result." 

< To whom thus Belial in like gamesome mood : 
** Leader, the terms we sent were terms of weight. 
Of hard contents, and full of force urg'd home : 
Such as we might perceive amus'd them aU, r 

And stumbled many; who receives them iijfiit. 
Had need from head to foot well understand ; 
Not understood,' this jgift they have besides, . 
They shew us when our foes walk not upright" 

* Thus they among themselves in pleasant veiu 
Stood scoffing ' 

Mi;.ton'3 Par. Logtj, book vi. 1. 609, &«• 
VOL. V. M 
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Ptincipibusplactdsse virit non ultima laua est. 

HoR. 1 £p. xrii. SST. 

Tq pleaoe jthe great is not the smallest praise. 

Creech. 

The desire of pleasing makes a man agreeable or 
unwelcome to those with whom he converses, ac- 
cording to the motive from which that inclination 
appears to flow. If your concern for pleasing 
others arises from an innate benevolence, it never 
fails of success ; if from a vanity to Qxcel, its dis- 
appointment is no less certain. What we call 
an agreeable man, is he who is endowed with the 
Tiatural bent to do acceptable things from a de- 
light he takes in them merely as such ; and the 
affectation of that character is what constitutes a 
fop. Under these leaders one Ytiay draw up all 
those who make any manner of figure, except in 
dumb show. A rational and select conversation 
is composed of persons, who have the talent of 
pleasing with delicacy of sentiments flowing from, 
tiabitual chastity of thought; bin mixt company 
is frequently made up of pretenders to mirthi 
and is usually pestered with constrained, obscene, 
and painful witticisms. Now and then you may 
meet with a man so exactly formed for pleasing, 
that it is no matter what he is doing or saying* 
that is to say, that there need be no manner of 
importance in it, to make him gain upon every 
body who hears or beholds him. This felicity is 
not the gift of nature only, but must be attended 
with happy circumstances, which add a dignity 
to the familiar bel;taviour which distinguishes him 
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whom we call an agreeable man. It is from this 
that every body loves and esteems Polycarpus. 
He is in the vigour of his age and the gaiety ot 
life, but has passed through very conspicuouH 
scenes in it : though no soldier, he has shared the 
danger, and acted with great gallantry and gene- 
rosity on a decisive day of battle. To have those 
qualities which only make other men conspicuous 
in the world as it were supernumerary to him, is 
a circumstance which gives weight to his most 
indifferent actions ; for as a known credit is ready 
cash to a trader, so is acknowledged merit imme- 
diate distinction, and serves in the place of equi- 
page to a gentleman. This renders Polycarpus 
graceful in mirth, important in business, and 
regarded with love, in every ordinary occurrence. 
But not to dwell upon characters which have such 
particular recommendations to our hearts, let us 
turn our thoughts rather to the methods of plea- 
sing which must carry men through the world 
who cannot pretend to such advantages. Falling 
in with the particular humour or manner of one 
above you, abstracted from the general rules of 
good behaviour, is the life of a slave. A parasite 
differs in nothing from the meanest servant, but 
that the footman hires himself for bodily labour, 
subjected to go and come at the will of his mas- 
ter, but the other gives up his very soul: he is 
prostituted to speak, and professes to think, after 
the mode of him whom he courts. This servitude 
to a patron, in an honest nature, would be more 
grievous than that of wearing his livery ; there- 
fore we will speak of those things only, which are 
worthy and ingenious. 

The happy talent of pleasing either those above 
you or below you, seems to be wholly owing to 
the opinion they have of your sincerity. This 
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quality is to attend the agreeable man in all the 
actions of his life ; and I think there need bo 
more be said in honour of it, than that it is what 
forces the approbation even of your opponents. 
The guilty man has an honour for the judge who 
with justice pronounces against him the sentence 
cf death itself. The author of the sentence at 
the head of this paper, was an excellent judge of 
human life, and passed his own in company the 
most agreeable that ever was in the world. Au- 
gustus lived amongst his friends, as if he had 
his fortune to make in his own court. Candour 
and affability, accompanied with as much power 
as ever mortal was vested with, were what made 
him in the utmost manner agreeable among a set 
of admirable men, who had thoughts too high for 
ambition, and views too large to be gratified by 
what he could give them in the dispos^ of an em- 
pire, without the pleasures of their mutual con- 
versation. A certain unanimity of taste and judg- 
ment, which is natural to all of the same order m 
the species, was the band of this society: and the 
emperor assumed no figure in it, but what he 
thought was his due from his private talents and 
qualifications, as they contributed to advance the 
pleasures and sentiments of the company. 

Cunning people, hypocrites, all who are but half 
virtuous, or half wise, are incapable of tasting the 
refined pleasure of such an equal company as 
could wholly exclude the regard of fortune in 
their conversations. Horace, in the discourse 
from whence I take the hint of the present spe- 
culation, lays down excellent rules for conduct in 
conversation with men of power ; but he speaks 
with an air of one who had no need of such an 
application for any thing which related to himself. 
It shews he understood what it was to be a skilful 
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courtier, by jiiBt admonitions ag^ainst importunity, 
and shewing how forcible it was to speak modestly 
of your own wants. There is indeed something 
so shameless in taking all opportunities to 
speak of your own affairs, that he who is guilty 
of it towards him on whom he depends, fares like 
the beggar who exposes his sores, which, instead 
of moving compassion, makes the man he begs 
of turn away from the object. 

I cannot tell what is become of him, but I re- 
member about sixteen years ago an honest fellow, 
who so justly understood how disagreeable the 
mention or appearance of his want would make 
him, that I have often reflected upon him as a 
counterpart of Irus, whom I have formerly men- 
tioned. This man, whom I have missed for some 
yeai's in my walks, and have heard was some way 
employed about the army, made it a maxim, that 
good wigs, delicate linen, and a cheerful air, were 
to a poor dependent the same that working tools 
are to a poor artificer. It was no small c^iitertain- 
ment to me, who knew his circumstances, to see 
him, who had fasted two days, attribute the thin- 
ness they told him of, to the violence of some 
gallantries he had lately been guilty of. The skil- 
ful dissembler carried oh this with the utmost 
address ; and if any suspected his affairs were 
narrow, it was attributed to indulging himself in 
some fashionable vice rather than an irreproach- 
able poverty, which saved his credit with those on 
whom he depended. 

The main art is to be as little troublesome a» 
you can, and make all you hope for come rather 
as a favour from your patron than claim from you. 
But I am here prating of what is the method of 
pleasing so as to succeed in the world, when 
there arc crqjrds^ who have, iji city, town, cou^t, 

ld2 
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and counUy^ arrived to considerable acquisitionsf 
and yet seem incapable of acting in any constant 
tenor of life, but have gone on from one success- 
ful error to another : therefore I think I may shor- 
ten this inquiry after the method of pleasing; and 
as the old beau said to his son, once for all, ^ Pray^ 
Jack, be a fine gentleman ;* so may I to my reader, 
abridge my instructions, and finish the art of 
pleasing in a word, * Be rich.' 
T. 
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Pectoribtu inhiaru spirantia eonsuUt exta, 

ViRG. ^u. iv. 64. 

Anxious the reeking entrailshe consults. 

JIaving already given an account of the dissec- 
tion of a beau's head, with the several discoveries 
made on that occasion ; I shall here, according to 
my promise, enter upon the dissection of a co- 
quette's heart, and communicate to the public such 
particulars as we observed in that curious piece 
of anatomy. 

I should perhaps have waved this undertaking, 
had 1 not been put in mind of my promise Ijy 
. several of my unknown correspondents, who are 
' very importunate with me to make an example of 
the coquette, as I have already done of the beau. 
It is therefore in compliance with the request of 
friends, that I have looked over the minutes of 
my former dream, in order to give the public an 
exact relation of it, which I shall enter upon 
without fartlier preface. 
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Our operator, before he engaged in this vision- 
ary dissection, told us, that there was nothing in 
his art more difficult than to lay open the heart of 
a coquette, by reason of the many labyrinths and 
recesses which are to be found in it, and which 
do not appear in the heart of any other animal. 

He desired us first of all to observe the peri- 
cardium, or outward case of the heart, which we 
did very attentively ; and by the help of our glas- 
ses discerned in it millions of little scars, which 
seemed to have been occasioned by the points of 
innumerable darts' and arrows, that from time to 
time had glanced upon thp outward coat ; though 
we could not discover the smallest orifice, by 
which any of them had entered and pierced the 
inward substance. 

Every smatterer in anatomy knows that this pe- 
ricardium, or case of tji^. heart, contains in it a 
thin reddish liquor, supposed to be bred from the 
vapours which exhale out of the heart, and, being 
stopt here, are condensed into this watry sub- 
stance. Upon examining this liquor, we found 
that it had in it all ^he qualities of that spirit 
which is made use of in the thermometer, to shew 
the change of weather. 

Nor must I here omit an experiment one of the 
company assured us he himself had made with 
this liquor, which he found in great quantity 
about the heart of a coquette whom he had for- 
merly dissected. He affirmed to us, that he liad 
actually enclosed it in a small tube made after the 
manner of a weather-glass; but that instead of 
acquainting him with the variations of the atmos- 
phere, it shewed him the qualities of those per- 
sons who entered the room where it stood. He 
affirmed also, that it rose at the approach of a 
glume of feathers, an embroidered coat, or a pair 



140 SPECT ATOIli No. 251. 

of fiinged gloves; and that it fell as soon as an ill- 
shaped periwig, a clumsy pair of shoes, or an un-* 
fashionable coat came into his house. Nay, he 
proceeded so &r as to assure us, that upon his 
laughing aloud when he stood by it, the liquor 
mounted very sensibly, and immediately sunk 
again upon his looking serious. In short, he told 
us, that he knew very well by this invention, 
whenever he had a man of sense, or a coxcomb in 
his room. 

Having cleared away the pericardium, or the 
case, and liquor abovementioned, we came to the 
heart itself. The outward surface of it, was ex- 
tremely slippery, and the mucro, or point, so very 
cold withal, thM upon endeavouring to take hold 
of it, it glided through the fingers like a smooth 
piece of ice. ^ 

The fibres were turned ^nd twisted in a more 
intricate and perplexed manner than they are 
usually found in oUier hearts ; insomuch that the 
whole heart was wound up together in a Gordian 
knot, and must have had very irregular and une- 
qual motions, while it was employed in its vital 
function. 

One thing we thought very observable, namely, 
tliat upon examining all the vessels which came 
into it, or issued out of it, we could not discover 
any communication that it had with the tongue. 

We could not but take notice likewise, that 
several of those little nerves in the heart which 
are affected by the sentiments of love, hatred, and 
other passions, did not descend to this before us 
*from the brain, but froiji the muscles which lie 
about the eye. 

Upon weighing the heart in my hand, I found 
h to be extremely light, and consequently verjr 

hollow^ whicb I di^ MX yiqu^sv at, whenj upoi 
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looking into the inside of it, I saw multitudes of 
cells and cavities running one within another, as 
our historians describe the apartments of Rosa- 
mond's bower. Several of these little hollows 
were stuffed with innumerable sorts of triflesy 
which I shall forbear giving any particular ac- 
count of, and shall therefore only take notice of 
what lay first and uppermost, which upon our 
unfolding it, and applying our microscopes to it, 
appeared to be a flame-coloured hood. 

We are informed that the lady of this heart 
when living, received the addresses of several 
who made love to her, and did not only give each 
of them encouragement, but made every one she- 
conversed with believe that she regarded him 
with an eye of kindness ; for which reason we 
expected to have seen the impressions of multi- 
tudes of faces among the several plaits and fold- 
ings of the heart ; but to our great surprise not a 
single print of this nature discovered itself until 
we came into the veiy core and centre of it. We 
there observed a little figure, which, upon apply-* 
ing our glasses to it, appeared dressed in a very 
fantastic manner. The more I looked upon it, 
the more I thought I had seen the face before, 
but could not possibly recollect either the place 
or time ; when at length, pne of the company, who 
had examined this figure more nicely than the 
rest, shewed us plainly by the make of its face, 
and the several turns of its features, that the little 
idol which was thus lodged in the very middle of 
the heart was the deceased beau, whose head I 
gave some account of in my last Tuesday's paper. 

As soon as we had finished our dissection, we 
resolved to make an experiment of the heart, not 
being able to determine among ourselves the na- 
ture of its substance^ which differed in so m^uy 
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particulars from that of the heart in other females. 
Accordingly we laid it in a pan of burning coals, 
when we observed in it a certain saiamandrine 
quality, that made it capable of living in the midst 
of fire and flame, without being consumed, or so 
much as singed. 

As we were admiring this strange phaenome- 
non, and standing round the heart in a circle, it 
gave a most prodigious sigh, or rather crack, and 
dispersed all at once in smoke and vapour. This 
imaginary noise, which methought was louder 
than the burst of a cannon, produced such a violent 
shake in my brain, that it dissipated the fumes of 
iileep, and left me in an instant broad awake. 
L. 
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Hopes and fetrs in equal balance laid. Drvdsit.. 

It is a lamentable thing that every man is full of 
complauits, and constantly uttering sentences 
against the fickleness of ibrtune, when people 
generally bring upon themselves all the calami** 
ties they fall into, and are constantly heaping up 
matter for their own sorrow and disappointment. 
That which produces the greatest part of the delu- 
sions of mankind, is a false hope which people in- 
dulge with so sanguine a flattery to themselves, 
that their hearts are bent Upon fantastical advan- 
tages which they have no reason to believe should 
ever have arrived to them. By thi^ mijust mea- 
sure of calculating their happiness, they often 
mourn with real affliction for ioiaginary losses. 
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When I am talking of this unl^appy way of ac- 
counting for ourselves, I cannot but reflect upon 
a particular set of people, who, in their own fa- 
vour, resolve every thing that is possible into 
what is probable, and then reckon on that proba- 
bility as on what must certainly happen. Will 
Honeycomb, upon my observing his looking on 
a lady with some particular attention, gave me an 
account of the great distresses which had laid 
waste that her very fine face, and had given an air 
of melancholy to a very agreeable person. That 
lady, and a couple of sisters of hers, were, said 
Will, fourteen years ago, the greatest fortunes 
about town ; but without having any loss, by bad 
tenants, by bad securities, or any damage by sea 
or land, are reduced to very narrow circumstan* 
ces. They were at that time the most inaccessi- 
ble haughty beauties in town ; and their preten- 
sions to take upon them at that unmerciful rate, 
were raised upon the following scheme, according 
to which all their lovers were answered. 

' Our father is a youngish man, but then our 
mother is somewhat older, and not likely to have 
any children : his estate being SOOL/ier annum, at 
twenty years purchase, is worth 16,000/. Our 
uncle, who is above fifty, has 400L fier annum f 
which at the aforesaid rate, is 8,000/. There is a 
widow aunt, who has 10,000/. at her own disposal, 
left by her husband, and an old maiden aunt, who 
has 6,000/. Then our father's mother has 900/. 
fier annum, which is worth 18,000/. and 1,000/. 
each of us has of our own, which cannot be taken 
from us. These summed up together stand 
thus : 

£ 
* Father's . 800 . . 16,000 This equally divided 
UnQle's . . 400 . . 8,000 between us three a«» 



''ift: 
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. C 1 0,000 > , mounts to 20,000/.each: 

^"^^ I 6,0005 *^'"^^ an allowance being giv- 
Grandmother 900 . 1 8,000 en for enlargement up- 
Own 1000 each . . 3,000 on common fame, we 

■ ' ■ ■ may lawfully pass for 
Total 61,000 30,000/. fortunes.' 

In prospect of this, and the knowledge of their 
own personal merit, every one was contemptible 
in their eyes, and they refused those offers which 
had been frequently made them. But mark the 
end. The mother dies, the father is married 
again and has a son ; on him was entailed the fa- 
ther's, uncle's, and grandmother's estate. This 
cut off 42,000/. The maiden aunt married a tall 
Irishman, and with her went the 6,000/. The 
■widow died, and left but enough to pay her debts 
and bury her ; so that there remained for these 
three girls but their 1,000/. They* had by this 
time passed their prime, and got on the wrong 
side of thirty ; and must pass the remainder of 
their days, upbraiding mankind that they mind 
nothing but money, and bewailing that virtue, 
sense, and modesty, are had at present in no man- 
ner of estimation. 

I mention this case of ladies before any other, 
because it is the most irreparable ; for though, 
youth is the time least capable of reflection, it is 
in that sex the only season in which they can ad- 
vance their fortunes. But if we turn our thoughts 
to the men, we see such crowds unhappy, from 
no other reason, but an ill-grounded hope, that it 
is hard to say which they rather deserve, our pity 
or contempt. It isnot unpleasant to see a fellow,, 
after growing old in attendance, and after having 
passed half a life in servitude, call himself the 
unhappiest of all men, and pretend to be disap^ 
pointed, because a courtier broke bis word. JI^ 
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that promises himself any thing but what may 
naturally arise from his own property or labour, 
and goes beyond the desire of possessing above 
two parts ia three even of that, lays up for him- 
self an increasing heap of afBictions and disap- 
pointments. There are but two means m the 
world of gaining by other men, and these are by 
.being either agreeable, or considerable. The 
generality of mankind do all things for their own 
sakes ; and when you Tiope any thing from per- 
sons above you, if you cannot say, ' I can be thus 
agreeable, or thus serviceable,* it is ridiculous to 
pretend to the dignity of being unfortunate when 
they leave you ; you were injudicious in hoping 
for any other than to be neglected for such as can 
come within these descriptions of being capable 
to please, or serve your patron, when his humour 
OP interests call for their capacity either way. 

It would not methinks be a useless comparison 
between the conditioti of a man who shuns all 
the pleasures of life, and of one who makes 
it his business to pursue them. Hope in the re- 
cluse makes his austerities comfortable, while the 
luxurious man gains nothing but uneasiness from 
his enjoyments. What is the difference in the 
liappiness of him who is macerated by abstinence, 
and his who is surfeited with ea^cess ? He who re- 
"signs the world has no temptation to envy, hatred, 
malice, anger, but is in constant possession of a 
serene mind : he who follows the pleasures of it, 
which are in their very nature disappointing, is 
in constant search of care, solicitude, remorse, 
and confusion. 

* MB. SPECTATOR, Jan. the Utji, 1712, 

^ I AM a young woman and have my for- 
tune to make, for which reason I come constant- 

VOL. ^, V N 
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ly to church to hear divine service, and make 
conquests : but one great hindrance in this my 
design is, that our clerk, who was once a gar- 
dener, has this Christmas sopver-deckt the church 
with greens, that he has quite spoik my pros- 
pect ; insomuch, that I have scarce seen tlie 
young baronet I dress at th^se three .weeks, 
though we have both been very constant at our. 
devotions, and do not sit above three pews off. 
The church as it is now equipt, looks more Uke a 
green-house than a place of worship. The ntid- 
die aisle is a very pretty shady walk, and the 
pews look Uke so many arbours on each side of 
it The pulpit itself has such clusters of ivy, 
holly, and rosemary about it, that a light fellow 
in Qur pew took dccasion to say, that the congre- 
gation heard the word out of a bush, like Moses. 
Sir Anthony Love's pew in particular is so well 
hedged, that all my batteries have no effect. I 
am obliged to shoot at random among the boughs, 
-without taking any manner of aim. Mr. Spec- 
tator, unless you will give orders for removing 
these greens, I shall grow a very aukward crea- 
ture at church, and soon have Uttle else to do 
there but to say my prayers. I am in haste^ 

Dear sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
T. Jenny Simper.' 
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Magister artis ingentque largttor 

Venter — — . Fers. Prolog., ver; 10. 

Necessity is the mother of invention. 

English Proverbs. 

Luc IAN ralliea the philosophers in his time, who 
could not agrciB whether they should admit riches 
into the number of real goods ; the professors of 
the severer sects threw them quite out, while 
others as resolutely inserted them. 

I am apt to believe that as the world grew more 
polite, the rigid doctrines of the first were wholly 
discarded; and I do not find any one so hai'dy at 
present as t6 d^y that there are very great advan- 
tages in th6 enjoyment of a plentiful fortune. In- 
deed the best and wisest of men, though they may 
possibly despise a good part of those things which 
the world calls pleasures, can, I think, hardly be 
insensible of that weight and dignity which a mo- 
derate share of wealth adds to their characters, 
counsels, and actions. 

We find it a general complaint in professions 
and trades, that the richest members of them are 
chiefly encouraged, and this is falsely imputed to 
the ift-nature of mankind, who are ever bestowing 
their favours on such as least want them. Wliere- 
as if we fairly consider their proceedings in this, 
case, we shall find them founded on undoubted 
reason : since, supposing both equal in their natu- 
ral integrity, I ought, in common prudence, to 
fear foul play from an indigent person, rather 
than from one whose circumstances seem to have 
placed him above the bare temptation of money. 
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This reason also makes the commonwealth 
regard her richest subjects, as those who are 
most concerned for her quiet and interest, and 
consequently fittest to be intrusted with her 
highest employments. On the contrary, Cad- 
line's saying ta those men of desperate fortunes, 
who applied themselves to him, and of whom he 
afterwards composed his army, tliat they had no- 
thing to hope for but from a civil war, was too 
true not to make the impressions he desired. 

I believe I need not fear but that what I have 
said in praise of money, will be more than suffi* 
cient with most of my readers to excuse the sub- 
ject of my present paper, which I intend as an 
essay on the ways to raise a man's fortune, or the 
art of growing rich. 

The first and most infallible method towards 
the attaining of this end is thrift* All men are 
not equally qualified for getUng money, but it is 
in the power of every one alike to practise this 
virtue, and I believe there are very few persons^ 
who, if they please to reflect on their past lives, 
would not find that had they saved those little 
sums which they have spent unnecessarily, they 
iipiight at present have been masters of a compe^ 
tent fortune. Diligence justly claims the next 
place to thrift: I find both these excellently well 
recommended to common use in the three follow- 
ing Italian proverbs : ' 

Never do that by proxy which you can do yourself. 
Never defer that till to-raorrow which yoa can do to-day. 
Never neglect small matters and expenses. 

A third instrument of growing rich is method in 
business, which, a§ well as the two former, is also 
attainable by persons of the meanest capaciti.es. 



Ko. 2SS. S^ECTATOK. na 

The famous De Witt, one of the greatest 
statesmen of the age in which he lived, being 
asked by a friend, how he was able to dispatch 
that multitude of affairs in which he was enga- 
ged ? replied that his whole art consisted in doing 
one thing at once. * If,* says he, 'I have any 
necessary dispatches to make, I think of nothing 
else until those are finished: if any domestic 
affairs require my attention, I give myself up 
wholly to them Until they are set in order.' 

Ih short, we often see men of dull and phleg- 
matic tempers arriving to great estates, by ma- 
king a regular and orderly disposition of their 
business, and that without it the ^i*eatest parts 
and most lively imaginations rather puzzle their 
affairs, than 'bring them to an happy issue. 

From what has been said, I think I may lay it 
down as a maxim, that every man of good com- 
mon sense may, if he pleases, in his particular 
station of life, most certainly be rich. The reason 
why we sometimes see that men of the greatest 
capacities are not so, is either because they des- 
pise wealth in comparison of something else ; or 
at least are not content to be getting an estate, 
unless they may do it in their own way, and at 
the same time enjoy all the pleasures and gratifi- 
cations of life. 

But besides these ordinary forms of growing 
rich, it must be allowed that there is room for 
genius as well in this, as in all other circumstan- 
ces of life. 

Though the ways of getting money were long 
since very numerous, and though so many new 
ones have been found out of late years, there is 
certainly still remaining so large a field for inven- 
tion, that a man of an indifferent head might easily 
sit down and draw up such a plan for the con4uct 

N 2 
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I must not however close this essay, without 
obsei^ingj that what has been said is only intended 
for persons in the common ways of thriving, and is 
not designed for those men who from low begin- 
nings push themselves up to the top of states^ 
and the most considerable figures in life. My 
maxim of saving is not designed for such as these, 
since- nothing is more usual than for thrift to 
disappoint the ends of ambition ; it being almost 
impossible that the mind should be intent upon 
trifles, while it is at the same time forming some 
great design. 

I may therefore compare these men to a great 
poet, who, as Longinus says, while he is full of 
the n^ost magnificent id^as, is not always at lei- 
sure to mind the little beauties and niceties of 
his*art. . ^ 

I would, however, have all n>y readers take great 
care how they mistake themselves for uncommon 
geniuses, and men above^, rule^ since it is very 
easy for them to be deceived in/ this particular. 

X. 
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Posthabui tamen illorum mea seria tudo*. 

ViRG. Ed. tU. 17. 

Their mirth to share, I bid my business wait. 

An affected behaviour is without question a very 
great charm ; but under the notion of being uncon- 
strained and disengaged, people take upon them 

• The motto of the originlil paper in folio was what i« now 
thiQ motto of No. ^4. ^Stretma nn 9xer€ct inertia^' Hoit . 
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to be unconcerned in any duty of life.' A general 
negligence is what they assume upon all occa- 
sions, and set up for an aversion to all manner oi 
business and attention, < I am the carelessest 
creature in the world, I have ccrtsdnly the worst 
memory of any man living,* are frequent expres- 
sions in the mouth of a pretender of this sort. It 
is a professed maxim with these people never to 
think; there is something so solemn in reflectioif, 
tlicy, forsooth, can never give themselves time 
for such a way of employing themselves, it hap- 
pens often that this sort of man is heavy enough 
in his nature to be a good proficient in such matters 
as are attainable by industry ; but, alas ! he ba» 
such an ardent desire to be what he is not, to be 
too volatile, to have the faults of a person of spirit^ 
that he professes himself the most uniit man living^ 
for any manner of application. When this hu- 
mour enters into the head of a female, she gener- 
ally professes sickness upon all occasions, and acts 
»U things with an indisposed air. She is offended, 
but her mind is too lazy to raise her to anger, 
therefore she lives only as actuated by a violent 
spleen, and gentle scorn. She has hardly curi- 
osity to listen to scandal of her acqiiaintance, aad 
has never attention enough to hear them com- 
mended. This affectation in both sexes makes 
them vain of being useless,^ and take a certaia 
pride in their insignificancy. 

Opposite to this folly is another no less unrea- 
sonable, and that is, the ^^ impertinence of being 
always in a hurry.' There are those who visit 
ladies, and beg pardon, before they are well seat- 
ed in their chairs, that they just called in, but are 
obliged to attend business of importance else-, 
nrhere the very next moment. Thus they run 
frotn place to place, professing that they are qjbi- 
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liged to be still in another company than that 
which they are in. These persons who are just 
a going somewhere else should never be detained ; 
let all the world allow that business is to be minded, 
and their affairs will be at a«i end. Their vanity 
is to be importunedi and compliance with their 
multiplicity of affairs would effectually dispatch 
them. The travelling ladies, who have half the 
town to see in an afternoqn, may be pardoned fDr 
being in constant hurry : but it is inexcusable in 
men to come where they have no business, to 
profess they absent themselves where they have. 
It has been remarked by some nice observers and 
critics, that there is nothing discovers the true 
temper of a person so much as his letters. I 
have by me two epistles, which ai*e written by 
two people o£ the diffei^ent humours above-men- 
tioned. It is wonderful that a man cannot ob<« 
serve upon himself when he sits down to write, 
but that he will gravely commit himself to p^per 
the same man that he is in the freedom of con- 
versation. I have hardly seen a line from any of 
these gentleman, but spoke them as absent from 
what they were doing, as they profess they arc 
when they come into company. For the folly is, 
that they have persuaded themselves they really 
are busy. Thus their whole time is spent in sus- 
pense of the present moment to the next, and 
then from the next to the succeeding, which to 
the end of life, is to pass away with pretence to 
^any things, and execution of nothing. 

* The post is just going out, and I have many 
other letters of very great importance to write 
this evening, but I cpuld not omit making my 
compliments'to you for your civilities to me when 
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I was last in town. It is my misfortune to be so 
full of business, that I cannot tell you a thousand 
things which I have to say to you. I must desire 
you to communicate the contents of this to no one 
living; but believe me to be, with the greatest 
fidelity, 

SIR, 

Your most obedient 
numble servant, 

Stephen Courier.* 

^ MADAM, 

* I HATE writing, of all things in the world 5 
however, though I have drank the waters, and 
^m told I ought not to use my eyes so tnuch, I 
cannot forbear writing to you, to tell you I have 
been to the U.st degree hipped siiice I saw you. 
How would you entertain such a thought, as that 
I should hear of that silly fellow with patience ? 
Take my word for it, there is nothbg in it ; and 
you may believe it when so lazy a creature as I 
am undergo the pains to assiire you of it, by tak- 
ing pen, ink, and paper in my hand. Forgive 
this; you know I shall not often offend in this 
kind. I am very much 

Your servant, 
Bridget Eitherdowx. 

' The fellow is of your country, pr'ythee send 
me word however whether he has so great au 
estate.' 

< MR. spectator, . r Jan. 24^171^. 

f I AM clerk of the- parish from whence Mrs. 
Simper sends her complaint, in your Spectator 
of Wednesday last. I must beg of you to pub- 
lish this as a public admonition to theafbresaid Mrs. 
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Simper, otherwise all my honest care in the dis- 
position of the greens in the church will have n<> 
effect: I shall therefore, with your leave, lay be- 
fore you the whole matter. I was formerly, as 
she charges me, for several years a gardener ia 
the county of Kent : but I must absolutely deny 
that it is out of any affection I retain for my old 
empMyment that I have placed my greens so 
liberally about the church, but out of a particular 
spleen I conceived against Mrs. Simper (and 
others of the same sisterhood) some time ago- 
As to herself, I had one day set the hundredth 
Psalm, and was singing the first line in order to 
put the congregatiori into the tune ; she was all 
the while curtsying to Sir Anthony, in so/affected 
and indecent a manner, that the indignation I con- 
ceived at it made me forget myself so far, as 
from thetuneof that psalm to wander into Soutl^^ 
well tune, and from thence into Windsor tune, 
still unable to recover myself, until I had with 
the utmost confusion set a new one. Nay, I have 
often seen her rise up and smile, and curtsy to 
one at the lower end of the church in the midst of 
a Gloria Patri; and when I hav« spoken the as- 
Sent to a prayer with a long Amen, uttered with 
decent gravity, she has been rolling her eyes 
around about in^iich a manner, as plainly shewed, 
however she was moved, it was not towards an 
heavenly object. In fine, she extended her con- 
quests so far over the males, and raised such envy 
in the females, that what between love of tho^e, 
and the jealousy of these, I was almost the only 
person that looked in a prayer-book all church^ 
time. I had several projects in my head to piit 
a stop to this growing mischief; but as I have long 
lived in Kent^ and there often heard how the 
Kentish men evitded the Conqueror, by carfyibg 
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green boughs over their heads, it put me in mind 
of practising this device against Mrs. Simper. I 
find I have preserved many a young man from 
her eye-shot by this means : therefore humbly 
pray the boughs may be fixed, until she shall 
give security for her peaceable intentions. 

Your humble servant, 
Fbancis Sternhold.' 
T. 
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JS/'e, quicunque Dens, guicunque adhibebitwr heros, 
Re^aU conspectus in auro nuper et ostro, 
Migret in obscuras humiU sermone tabemas : 
•4ut, dtim vitat humum, nubes et inania captet. 

HoR. Aps Poet. ver. ^^. 

But then they did not wrong themselves so much> 

To make a |od, a hero, or a king, 

(Stript of his golden ci*own, and purple rohe) 

Descend to a mechanic dialect ; 

Nor (to avoid such meanness) soaring high. 

With empty sound, and aity notions, fly. 

ROSCOMMQN. 

Having ah'eady treated of the fable, the charsR:* 
ters, and sentiments in the Paradise Lost, we are> 
in the last place to consider the language ; and as 
the leaiiied world is very much divided upon 
K[i]ton as to this point, I hope they will excuse 
me if I appear particular in any of my opinions, 
and incline to those who judge the most advanta^- 
geously of the author. 

It is requisite that the language of an heroic 
poem should be both perspicuous and sublime. 
In proportion as either of these two qualitits are 

Vf J.. V. • 
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"vrantingt the language is imperfect. Perspicuity; 
is the first and most necessary qualification ; in- 
somuch that a^ good-natured reader sometimes 
overlooks a little slip even in the grammar or 
syntax, where it is impossible for him to mistake 
the poet's sense. Of this kind is that passage in 
Milton, "wherein he speaks of Satan : 



-God and his Son except, 



Created thing nought valuM he nor shunn'd : 

and that in which he describes Adam and Eve ; 

Adam the goodliest man of men since oorn 
His sons, the fairest of her daughters Eve. 

It is plain, that in the fornier of these passages, 
according to the natural syntax, the divine per- 
sons mentioned in the first line are represented as 
created beings ; and that, in the other, Adam and 
Eve are confounded with their sons and daugh- 
ters. Stich little blemishes as these, when the 
thought is great and natural, we should, with 
Horace, impute to a pardonable inadvertency, or 
to the weakness of human nature, which cannot 
attend to each minute particular, and give the last 
finishing to every circumstance in so long a work. 
The ancient critics, therefore, who were actuated 
by a spirit of candour, rather than that of cavilling, 
invented certain figures of speech, on purpose to 
palliate little errors of this nature in the writings 
of those authors who had so many greater beau- 
tics to atone for them. 

If clearness and perspicuity were only to be 
consulted, the poet would have nothing else to da 
but to clothe his thoughts in the most plain and 
natural expressions. But since it often happens 
that the most obvious phrases, and those which 
are used in ordinary conversation, become too 
fhmiliar to the ear, and contract a kind of mean- 
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ness by passing through the mouths of the vulgar ; 
a poet should take particular care to guard him- 
self against idiomatic ways of speaking. Ovid and 
Lucan have many poornesses of expression upon 
this account, as taking up with the first phrases 
that offered, without putting themselves to the 
trouble of looking after such as would not only 
have been natural, but also elevated and sublime. 
Milton has but few failings in this kind, of which^ 
however, you may meet with some instances, as 
in the following passages : 

Embrlos and idiots, eremites and friars. 
White, black, and grey, with sill trumpery. 
Here pil]g;riras roam 

A while discourse they hold. 
No fear lest dinner cool ; when thus begmi , 
Oar author 

Who of all ages to succeed, but feeling 
The evil on him brought by me, wil! cui*se 
My head, ill fare our ancestor impure, 
For this we may thank Adam. y 

The great masters in composition know very 
well that many an elegant phrase becomes impro- 
per for a poet Or an orator, when it has been de- 
based by common use. For this reason the works 
of ancient authors, which are written in dead lan- 
guages, have a great advantage over those which 
are written in languages that are now spoken. 
Were there any mean phrases or idioms in Vir- 
gil or Homer, they would not shock the ear of 
the most delicate modern reader, so much as they 
would have done that of an old Greek or Roman, 
because we never hear them pronounced in our 
streets, or in ordinary conversation. 

It is not therefore sufficient, that the language 
of an epic poem be perspicuous, unless it be also 
sublime. To this end it ought to deviate from the 
common forms aijd ordinary phrases of spccclT? 
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The judgment of a poet very much discovers it- 
self in shunning the common roads of expression, 
without falling into such ways of speech as may 
seem stiff and unnatural : he must not swell into 
a false sublime, by endeavouring to avoid the 
other extreme.. Among the Greeks, -fischylus, 
and sometimes Sophocles, were guilty of this 
fault ; among the Latins, Claudian and Statins ; 
and among our own countrymen, Shakspeare and 
Lee. In these authors the affectation of great- 
ness often hurts th6 perspicuity of the style, a^ 
in many others the endeavour after perspicuity 
prejudices its greatness. 

Aristotle has observed, that the idiomatic style 
may be avoided, and the sublime foitned, by the 
following methods. First, by the use of metar. 
phors ; such are those of Milton : 

Imparadis'd in one another's arms. 
-And in his hand a reed 



Stood waving tipt with lire.- 

The grassy clods now calv'd— 

Spangled with eyes 

In these and innumerable other instances, the 
metaphors are very bold but just: I must how- 
ever observe, that the metaphors are not so tliick 
sown in Milton, which always savours too much 
of wit: that they never clash with one another, 
which, as Aristotle observes, turns a sentence 
into a kind of an enigma or riddle ; and that he 
seldom has recourse to them where the proper 
and natural words will do as well. 

Another way of raising the language, and 
giving it a^poetical turn, is to make use of the 
idioms of other tongues. Virgil is full of the 
Greek forms of speech, which the critics call 
Hellenisms, as Horace in his odes abounds with 
them mucli more than Virgil. I need not men- 
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tion the several dialects which Homer has made 
use of for this end. Milton, in conformity with 
the practice of the ancient poets, and with Aris- 
totle's rule, has infused a great many Latinisms, 
as well as Grsecisms, and sometimes Hebraisms, 
into the language of his poem; as towards the 
beginning of it : 

Nor did they not perceive the evil plight 
in wluch they were, or the fierce pains not feel. 
Yet to their general's voice they soon obey *d — 
Who shall tempt with wandering feet 
The dark unbottom'd infinite Abyss, 
And tlii'oagh the palpable obscure find out 
His uncouth way, or spread his airj' flight 
Upborn with indefatigable wings 
Over the vast abrupt ! 
————— So both ascend 
In the visions of God — . Book 1 1. 

Under this head may be reckoned the placing 
the adjective after the substantive, the transposi- 
tion of words, the turning the adjective into a 
substantive, with several other foreign modes of 
speech which this poet has naturalized, to give 
his verse the greater sound) and thf»ow it out of 
prose. 

The third method mentioned by Aristotle, is 
what agrees with the genius of the Greek lan- 
guage more than with that of any other tongue, 
and is therefore more used by Homer than by -emf 
other poet. I mean the lengthening of a phrasfc 
by the addition of words, which may either be in- 
serted or omitted, as also by the extending or con- 
tracting of particular words by the insertion or 
omission Of certain syllables. Milton has put in 
practice this method of raising his language, as 
far as the nature of our tongue wiir permit, as 
in the passage above-mentioned, eremite, for what 
is hermit in common discourse. If you observe 
4he measure of his verse, he has with great judg- 

o Z 
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ment suppressed a syllable in several words, and 
shortened those of two syllables into one ; by 
which method, besides the above-mentioned ad- 
vantage, he has g^ven a greater variety to his 
numbers. But this practice is more particularly 
remarkable in the names of persons and of coun- 
tries, as Beelzebub, Hessebon, and in many other 
particulars, wherein he has either changed the 
name, or made use of that which is not the most 
commonly known, that he might the better de- 
viate from thie language of the vulgar. 

The same reason recommended to him several 
old words, which aho makes his poems appear 
the more venerable, and gives it a greater air of 
antiquity. 

I must likewise take notice, that there are in 
Milton several words of his own coining, as 
* cerberean, mis-created, hell-doomed, emhryon' 
atoms, and many others. If the reader is offend- 
ed at this liberty in our English poet, I would re- 
commend to him a discourse in Plutarch, which 
shews us how frequently Homer has made use of 
the same liberty. 

Milton, by the above-mentioned helps, and by 
the choice of the noblest words and phrases 
which our tongue would afford him, has carried 
our language to a greater height than any of the 
£nglish poets have ever done before or after 
him, and made the sublimity of his style equal 
to that of his sentiments. 

I have been the more particular in these obser- 
Tations on Milton's style, because it is in that part 
of him in which be appears the most singular. 
The remarks I have here made upon tlie practice 
of other poets, with my observations out of Aris- 
totle, will perhaps alleviate the prejudice which 
some have taken to his poem upon this account ; 
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though, a^r all, I must confess that I think his 
style, though admirable in general, is in some 
places too much stiffened and obscured by the 
frequent use of those methjoids which Aristotle 
has prescribed for the raising of it. 

This redundancy of those several ways of 
speech which Aristotle calls ' foreign language,* 
and with which Milton has so very much enrichf 
ed, and in some places darkeneci the language of 
his poem, was the more proper for his use, be- 
cause his poem is written in blank verse. Rhyme, 
without any other assistance, throws the language 
off from prose, and very often makes an indiffer- 
ent phrase pass unregarded ; but where the verse 
is not built upon rhymes, there pomp of sound 
and energy of expression are indispensably ne- 
cessary to support the style, and keep it from fal- 
ling into the flatness of prose. 

Those who have not a taste for this elevation of 
style, and are apt to ridicule a poet when he de- 
parts from the common forms of expression, 
would -do well to see how Aristotle has treated 
an ancient author called Euclid, for his insipid 
mirth upon this occasion. Mr. Dryden used to 
call these sort of men his prose-critics. 

I should under this head of the language, con- 
sider Milton's numbers, in which he has made 
use of several elisions, which are not customary 
among other English poets, as may be particu- 
larly observed in his cutting off the letter Y, 
when it precedes a vowel. This, and some other 
innovations in the measure of his verse, has varied 
his numbers in such a manner, as makes them in- 
capable of satiating the ear, and cloying the read- 
er, which the same uniform measure would cer- 
tainly have done, and which the perpetual returns 
of rbyme never (jail to do in long narrative poems. 
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I shall close these reflectious upon the language 
of Paradise Lost with observing, that Miltop has 
copied after Homer rather than Virgil in the 
length of his periods, the copiousness of his 
phrases, and the running of his verses into one 
another. L. 
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Mtjiina honesta pratenduutur vitiis. 

Tacit. Ann. 1. xiv. c. 2U 

Speeious names are lent to cover vices. 
* MR. SPECTATOR, York, Jaji. 18, 1711-12. 

* I PRETEND not to inform a gentleman of sa 
much taste, whenever he pleases to use it; but it 
may not be amiss to inform your readers, that 
there is a false delicacy, as well as a true one. 
True delicacy, as I take it, consists in exactness 
of judgment and dignity of sentiment, or, if you 
will, purity of affection, as this is opposed to cor- 
ruption and grossness. There are pedants in 
breeding, as well as in learning. The eye that 
cannot bear the light is not delicate, but sore. A 
good constitution appears in the soundness and 
vigour of the parts, not in the squeamishness of 
the stomach; and. a false delicacy is affectatioui 
not politeness. What then can be the standard 
of delicacy, but truth and virtue ? Virtue, whicli 
as the satirist long since observed, is real honour ; 
whereas the other distinctions among mankind 
are merely titular. Judging by that rule, in my 
opinion, and in that of many of your virtuous fe- 
male readers, you ai'e so far from desemng 
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Mr. Courtly 's accusation, that you s^em too 
gentle, and to allow too many excuses for an 
enormous crime, vhich is the reproach of the 
age, an<i is in all its branches and degrees, ex- 
pressly forbidden by that religion we pretend 
to profess; and whose laws, in a nation that 
calls itself Christian, one would think should take 
place of those rules which men of corrupt minds, 
and those of weak understandings; follow. I know 
not any thing npiore pernicious to good manners, 
than the giving fair names to foul actions : for 
this confounds vice and virtue, and takes off that 
natural horror we have to evil. An innocent 
creature, who would start at the name of strum- 
pet, may think it pretty to be called a mistress, 
especially if her seducer has taken care to in- 
form her, that an union of hearts is the principal 
nlatter in the sight of heaven, and that the busi-, 
ness at church is a mere idle ceremony. Who 
knows not that the difference between obscene 
and modest words expressing the same action^ 
consists only in the accessary idea, for there is 
nothing immodest in letters and syllables. For- 
nication and adultery are modest words ; because 
they express an evil action as criminal, and so as 
to excite horror and aversion; whereas words re- 
presenting the pleasure rather than the sin, are, 
for this reason, indecent and dishonest. Your 
papers would be chargeable with something 
worse than indeliclacy, they would be immoral, 
did you treat the detestable sins of uncleanness 
in the same manner as you rally an impertinent 
self-love, and an artful glance; as those laws 
would be very unjust that should chastise mur- 
der and petty larceny with the sanie punisliment. 
Even delicacy requires that the pity shewn to 
distressed indigent wickedness, first betrayed 
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into, and then expelled the harbours of the bro- 
thel, should be changed to detestation, when we 
consider pampered vice in the habitations of the 
wealthy. The most free person of quality, in 
Mr> Courtly's phrase, that is, to speak properly, 
a woman of figure who has forgot her birth and 
breeding, dishonoured her relations and herself, 
abandoned her virtue and reputation, together 
with the natiiral modesty of her sex, and risked 
her very s.oul, is so far from deserving to be treat- 
ed with no worse character than that of a kind 
woman, which is, doubtless, Mr. Courtly's mean- 
ing, (if he has. any) that one can scarce be too se» 
vere on her, inasmuch as she sins against greater 
restraints, is less exposed, and liable to fewer 
temptations, than beauty in poverty and distress. 
It is hoped, therefore, sir, that you will not lay 
.aside your generous designs of exposing that 
monstrous wickedness of the town, whereby a 
multitude of Innocents are sacrificed in a more 
barbarous manner than those who were offered to 
Moloch. The unchaste are provoked to see their 
vice exposed, and the chaste cannot rake into 
such filth without danger of defilement, but a 
mei^ spectator may look into the bottom, and 
come off without partaking in the guilt. The 
doing so win convince us you pursue public 
good, and not merely your own advantage ; but 
if your zeal slackens, how can one help thinking 
that Mr. Courtly's letter is but a feint to get off 
from a subject, in which either your own, or the 
private and base ends of others to whom you are 
panioil, or those of whom you are afraid, would 
jQOt endure a reformation? 

I am, SIR, 
Your humble servant and admirer, so 
loQg as you tread in the paths of truth} 
virtue, and honour.' 
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Trin. CoU. Cantab. Jan. t2, 1711.12. 
* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* It is my misfortune to have a chamber-fel- 
low, with whom, though I agree very well in 
many sentiments, yet there is one in which we 
are as contrary as light and darkness. We are 
both in love. His mistress is a lovely fair, tind 
mine a lovely brown. Now as the praise of our 
mistresses* beauty employs much of our tinie, 
we have frequent quarrels in entering upon that 
subject, while each says all he can to defend his 
ehoice. For my own part, I have racked my 
fancy to the utmost; and sometimes with the 
greatest warmth of imagination have told him, 
that night was made before day, and many more 
fine things, though without any effect; nay, last 
night I could not forbear saying with more heat 
than judgment, that the devil ought to be painted 
white. Now my desire is, sir, that you would be 
pleased to give us in black and white your opi- 
nion in the matter of dispute bietw<ien us ^ which 
will either furnish mt with fresh and prevailing 
arguments to maintain m^ own taste, or make me. 
with less repining allow that of my chamber-fel- 
low. I know very well that I have Jack Cleve- 
land* and Bond*s Horace on my side ; but then 
he has such a band of rhymers and romance-wri- 
tei's, with which he opposes me, and i» so conti- 
nually chiming to the tune of golden tresses, yel- 
low locks, milk, marble, ivory, silver, swans, snow, 
daisies, doves, and the lord knows what; which 
he is always sounding with so much Vehemence 
in my ears, that he often puts me into a brown 
study hovy to answer him ; and I find that I am 

* See Poems by J.Cleyelancl* 1655, 24mo. The Seitfes- 
Festival, p. 1, ' 
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in a £dr way to be quite confbundedy without^ 
your timely assistance afforded to, 

Your humble servant, 

2. PHILOBRUNfe.* 
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Dear native land, how do the good and wise 
Thj happy clime and countless blessings prize ! 

I LOOK upon it as a peculiar happiness, that were 
I to choose of what religion I would be, and un- 
der what government I would live, I should most 
certainly give the preference to that form of reli- 
gion and government which is established in my 
Qwn country. In this point I think I am~ deter- 
mined by reason and conviction ; but if I shall be 
told that I am actuated by prejudice, I am sure it is 
an honest prejudice ; it is a prejudice that arises 
from the love of my country, and therefore such 
an one ^s I will always indulge. I have in seve- 
ral papers endeavoured to express my duty and 
esteem for the church of England, and design 
this as an essay upon the civil part of our consti- 
tution), having often entertained myself with re- 
flections on this subject, which I have not met 
with in other writers. i 

That form of government appears to me the 
most reasonable, whicji is most conformable to 
the equality that WQ find in humiin nature, pr*" 



N<x 237, SPECTATOR. J69 

vided it be consistent with public peace and tran- 
quillity. This is what may properly be called li- 
berty, which exempts one man from subjection 
to another, so far as the order and economy of 
government will permit. 

Liberty should reach every individual of a peo- 
ple, as they all share one common nature ; if it 
only spreads among particular branches, there 
had better be none at all, since such a liberty only 
aggravates the misfortune of those who are de* 
prived of it, by setting before them a disagreea- 
ble subject of comparison. 

This liberty is best preserved where the legis- 
lative power is lodged in several persons, espe- 
cially if those persons are of different ranks and 
interests ; for where they are of the same rank, 
and consequently have an interest to manage pe- 
culiar to that rank, it differs but little from a des- 
potical government in a single person. But the 
greatest security a people can have for their 
liberty, is when the legislative power is in the 
hands of persons so happily distinguished, that by 
providing for the particular interests of their se^ 
veral ranks, they are providing for the whole body>' 
of the people ; or in other words, when there is* 
no part of the people that has not a common 
interest with at least one part of the legislators. 

If there be but one body of legislators, it is no ' 
better than a tyranny ; if there are only two, there 
will nvant a casting voice, and one of them must at 
(ength be swallowed up by disputes and conten- 
tions that will necessarily arise between them. 
Four would have the same inconvenience as two, 
and a gf'eater number would cause too much con- 
fusion. I could never read a passage in Polybius 
and another in Cicero to this purpose without a 
secret pleasure in applying it to the English cou- 

VOL. V. p 
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atitution, which it suits much better than the 
Roman. Both these great authors give the pre- 
eminence to a mixt government, consisting of 
three branches, the regal, the noble, and the po- 
pular. They had doubtless in their thoughts the 
constitution of the Roman commonwealth, in 
which the consul represented the king, the se- 
nate the nobles, and the tribunes the people. 
This division of the three jwwers in the Roman 
constitution was by no means so distinct and 
natural, as it is in the English form of govern- 
ment. Among several objections that might be 
made to it, I think the chief are those that affect 
the consular power, which had only the orna- 
ments without the force of the regal authority. 
Their number had not a castmg voice in it ; for 
which reason, if one did not chance to be em- 
ployed abroad, while the other sat at home, the 
public bpsiness was sometimes at a stand, while 
the consuls pulled two different ways in it. Be- 
sides, I do not 'find that the consuls had. ever a 
negative voice in the passing of a law, er decree- 
of the senate ; so that indeed they were rather the 
chief body of the nobility, or the first ministers of 
state, than a distinct branch of the sovereignty, in 
which none can be looked upon as a part, who are 
not a part of the legislature. Had the consuls 
been invested witir the regal authority to as g^at 
a degree as our monarchs, there would never 
have been any occasion for a dictatorship, which 
had in it the power of all the three orders, and 
in the subversion of the whole constitution. 

Such an history as that of Suetonius, which 
gives us a succession of absolute princes, is to 
me an unanswerable argument agauist despotic 
power. "Where the prince is a man of wisdom 
and virtue, it is indeed happy for his people that 
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he is absolute; but since in the common run of 
mankind, for one that is wise and good you find 
ten of a contrary ciiaracter, it is very dangerous 
for a nation to stand to its chance, or to have its 
public happiness or misery depend on the virtue 
or vices of a single person. Look into the history 
I have mentioned, or into any series of absolute 
princes, how many tyrants must you read through, 
before you come to an emperor that is supporta- 
ble. But this is not all ; an honest private man 
often grows cruel and abandoned, when converted 
into an absolute prince. Give a man power of 
doing what he pleases with impunity you extin- 
guish his fear, and consequently overturn in him 
one of the- great pillars of morality. This too 
we find confirmed by matter of fact. How many 
hop^ul heirs apparent to grand empires, when in 
the Possession of them, have become such mon* 
ster^ of lust and cruelty as are a reproach to 
human nature 

Some tell us we ougl^t to make our govern- 
ments on earth like that i^i heaven, which, say 
they, is altogether monarchical and unlimited. 
Wa^ man like his Creator in gpodness and jus- 
tice, I should be for allowing this great model j 
but where gbodness and justice are not essential 
to the ruler, I would by no means put myself into 
his hands to be disposed of according to his par- 
ticular will and pleasure. 

It is odd to consider the connection between 
despotic government and barbarity, and how the 
making of one person more than man, makes the 
restless. Above nine parts of the world in ten 
are in the lowest state of slavery, and conse- 
quently sunk in the most gross and brutal ignor- 
ance. European slavery is indeed a state of liber- 
ty, if compared with that which prevails in th6 
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Other three divisions of the world ; and therefore 
it is no wonder that those who grovel under it^ 
have many tracks of light among them, of which 
the others are wholly destitute. 

Riches and plenty are the natural fruits of li- 
berty, and where these abound^ learning and all 
the liberal arts will immediately lift up their 
heads and flourish. As a man must have no sla- 
vish fears ^nd apprehensions hanging upon his 
mind, who will indulge the flights of fancy or 
speculation, and push his researches into all the 
abstruse corners of truth, so it is necessary for 
him to have about him a competency of all the 
convcniencies of life. 

. The first thing ev^ry one looks alter, is to pro- 
vide himself with necessaries. This point will 
engross our thoughts until it be satisfied. If this 
is taken care of to our hapds, we look out for 
pleasures and amusements ; and among a great 
number of idle people, there will be many whose 
pleasures will lie in reading and contemplation. 
These are the two great sources of knowledge, 
and as men grow wise they natui*ally Jove to com- 
municate their discoveries: and others seeing 
the happiness of such a learned life, ajid improv- 
ing by their conversation, emulate, imitate, and 
surpass one another, until a nation is filled with 
races of wise and understanding persons. Ease 
and plenty are therefore the great cherishers of 
knowledge: and as most of the despotic govem- 
Tnents of the world have neither of them, they 
are naturally overrun with ignorance and barba- 
rity. In Europe, indeed, notwithstanding several 
of its princes are absolute, there are men famous 
for knowledge and learning; but the reason is, 
because the subjects are many of them rich and 
wealthy, the prince not thinking fit to exert him- 



No. 28r. SPECTATOR. 173 

self in his full tyratiny like the princes of the 
eastern nations, lest his subjects should be invited 
to new-mould their constitution, having so many 
prospects of liberty within their view. But in 
all despotic governments, though a particular 
prince may favour arts and letters, there is a na- 
tural degeneracy of mankind, as you may observe 
from Augustus's reign, how the Romans lost 
themselves by degrees until they fell to an equality 
with the most barbarous nations that surrounded 
them. Look upon Greece under its free states^ 
and you would think its inhabitants lived in differ- 
ent climates, and under different heavens, from 
those at present, so different are the geniuses 
which are fonned under Turkish slavery, and 
Grecian liberty. 

Besides poverty and want, there are other rea- 
sons that debase the minds of men who live under 
slavery, though I look On this as the principal. 
This natural tendency of despotic power to igno- 
rance and barbarity, though pot insisted upon by 
others, is, I think, an unanswerable argument 
against that form of government, as it shews how 
repugnant it is to the good of mankind, and the 
perfection of human nature, which ought to be 
the great ends of all civil institutions. L. 
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-^Pavor est utrique mdleHus. 

Hon. 1 Ep. vi. 10; 

Both fear alike;. 
■ / ■• 

* MH. SPECTATOR, 

* When you spbke of the jilts and coquets, you 
then promised to be very impartial, and not to 
spare even your own sex, should any of their se- 
cret or open faults come under your cognizance : 
which has given me encouragement to describe 
a certain species of mankind under the denomina- 
tion of maie jilts. They are gentiemen who do 
not design to marry, yet that they may appear to 
liave some sense of gallantry, think they must ' 
pay their devoirs to one particular fair ; in order 
to which they singly out from amongst the 
herd of females her to whom they design to make 
their fruitless addresses. This done, they first 
take every opportunity of being in her company, 
^nd they never fail upon all occasions to be par- 
ticular to her, laying themselves at her fei&t, pro- 
testing the reality of their passion with a thou- 
sand oathsy soliciting a return, and saying as many 
fine things as their stock of wit will allow ; and if 
they are not deficient that way, generally speak so 
as to admit of a double interpretation ; which the 
credulous fair is too apt to turn to her own advan- 
tage, since it frequently happens to be a raw, in- 
nocent young creature, who thinks all the world 
as sincere as herself^ and so her unwary heart be- 
comes an easy prey to those deceitful monsters, 
who no sooner perceive it, but immediately they 
grotr coolj and shun her whom they before seem- 
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ed so much to admire, and proceed to ftct the 
same common-place villany towards another. A 
coxcomb flushed with many of these infamous 
victories shall say he is sorry for the poor fools, 
protest and vow he never thought of matrimony, 
and wonder talking civilly can be so strangely 
misinterpreted. Now, Mr. Spectator, "you that 
are a professed friend to love, will, I hope, ob- 
serve upon those whp abuse that noble passion, 
and raise it in innocent minds by a deceitful affec- 
tation of it, after which they desert the enamour- 
ed. Pray bestow a little of your counsel on those 
fond believing females who already have, or are in 
danger of having broken hearts ; in which you 
will oblige a great part of this town, but in a par- 
ticular manner, 

SIR, 

Your (yet heart-whole) admirer, 

and devoted humble servant, 
' Mblainia/ 

Melainia's complaint is occasioned by so gene- 
ral a folly, that it is wonderful one could so long 
overlook it. But this false gallantry proceeds 
from an impotence of mind, which make^ those 
who are guilty of it incapable of pursuing what 
they themselves approve. Many a man wishes a 
woman his wife whom he dare not take for such. 
Though no one has power over his inclinations or 
fortunes, he is a slave to common fame. For this 
reason, I think Melainia gives them too soft a 
name in that of male coquets, I know not why 
irresolution of mind should not be more contempt- 
ible than impotence of body ; and these frivolous 
admirers would be but tenderly used, in being on- 
ly included in the same term with the insufficient 
another way. They whom my correspondent 
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calls male coquets, should hereafter be called 
Tribblers. A fribhler is one Who professes rap*- 
ture and admiration for the woman to whom he 
addresses, and dreads nothing so much as her 
consent. His heart can flutter by the force pf 
imagination, but cannot fix from the force of 
judgment. It is not uncommon for the parents 
of young women of moderate fortune to wink at 
the addresses of fribblers, and expose their chil- 
dren to the ambiguous behaviour which Melainia 
complains otj until by the fondness to one they 
are to lo$e, they become incapable of love Jto- 
wards others, aiid, by consequence, in their fu- 
ture marriage lead a joyless or a miserable life. 
As therefore I shall in the speculations which re- 
gard love, be as severe as I ought on jilts and lib- 
ertine women, so will I be as little merciful to in- 
significant and mischievous men. In order to 
this, all visitants who frequent families wherein 
there are young females, are forthwith required 
to declare themselves, or absent from places 
where their presence banishes such as would pass 
their time more to the advantage of those whom 
they visit. It is a matter of too great moment to 
be dallied with ; and I shall expect from all my 
young people a satisfactory account of appearan- 
ces. Strephon has from the publication hereof 
seven ^^ys to explain the riddle he presented to 
Eudamia ; and Chloris an hour after this comes to 
her hand, to declare whether she will have Philo- 
t^s, whom a woman of no less merit than herself, 
and of superior fc^iine, languishes to call her 
own. 

« TO TOE SJ^ECTATOR. 

<SIR^ 

^ SiNC£ so many dealers tumauthors> and 
^rite quaint advertisements in praise of their 
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w'ares^ one who from an author turned dealer may 
be allowed for the advancement of trade to turn 
author agsdn. I will not however set up like some 
of them) for selling cheaper than the most abl0 
honest tradesman can ; nor do I send this to be 
better known for choice and cheapness of China 
and Japan wares, tea fans, muslins, pictures, ar- 
rack, and other Indian goods. Placed as I am in 
Leadenhall-street, near the India company, and 
the centre of that trade, thanks to my fair custo- 
mers, my warehouse is graced as well as the ben- 
efit days of my plays and operas ; and the foreign 
goods Lsell seem no less acceptable than the for- 
eign books I translated, Rabelais, and Don Quix- 
ote. This the critics allow me, and while they 
like my wares they may disprsdse my writings. 
But as it is not so well known yet, that I frequent- 
ly cross the seas of late, and speak in Dutch and 
French, besides other languages, I have the^ con- 
veniency of buying and importing t'ich brocades, 
Dutch atlases, with gold and silver, or without, 
and other foreign silks of the newest modes and 
best fabricsi fine Flanders lace, linens, and pic- 
tures, at the best hand ; this my new way of tradp 
I have fallen into, I cannot better publish than by 
an application to you. My wares are fit only for 
such as your readers ; and I would beg of you to 
print this address in your paper, that those whose 
minds you adorn may take the ornaments for their 
persons and houses from me. This, Sir, if I may 
presume to beg it, will be the greater favour, as 
I have lately received rich silks and fine lace to a 
ccj^siderable value, which will be sold cheap for a 
quick return, and as I have also a large stock of 
other goods. Indian silks were formerly a great 
branch of our trade ; and since we must not sell 
theroy we must seek amends by dealing in others. 
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This I hope will plead for one who would lessen 
the number of teasers of the Muses, and who 
suiting his spirit to his circumstances, humbles 
the poet to exalt the citizen. Like ,a true trades- 
man, I hardly ever look into any books, but those 
of accounts. To say the truth, I cannot, I thihk, 
give you a better idea of my being a downright 
man of tragic, than by acknowledging I oftener 
read the advertisements, than the matter of even 
your paper. I am under a great temptation to 
take this opportunity of admonishing other wri- 
ters to follow npiy example, and trouble the town 
no more ; but as it is my present business to in- 
crease the number of buyers rather than sellers, 
1 hasten to tell you that I am, 

SIR, 

Your most humble, 
And most obedient servant, ^ 
T. Petbr Mottbux.' 
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Vit4S aimma brevis »pem nos vetat inchoar^ longam, 

HoR. 1 Od.iv. 151. 

Life'? span forbids us to extend our oares. • 
And stretch our hopes beyond our years. 

Creech. 

Upon taking my seat in a coffee-house I often 
draw the eyes of the whole room upon me, when 
in the hottest seasons of news, and at a time per- 
haps that the Dutch mail is just come in, they 
hear me ask the coffee-man for his last week's biU 
of. mortality. I find that I have been sometimes 
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taken on this occasion for a parish sexton^ some- 
times for an undertaker, and sometimes for a 
doctor of physic. In this, however, I am guided 
by the spirit of a philosopher, as I take occasion 
from thence to reflect upon the regular increase 
and diminution of mankind, and consider the 
several various ways through which we pass from 
life to eternity. I am very well pleased with 
these weekly admonitions, that bring into my 
mind such thoughts as ought to be the daily enter- 
tainment of every reasonable creature ; and can 
consider with pleasure to myself, by which of 
those deliverances, or as we commonly call them, 
distempers, I may possibly make my escape out 
of this world of sorrows, into that condition of 
existence, wherein I hope to be happier than it 
is possible for me at present to conceive. 

But this is not all the use I make of the above- 
mentioned weekly paper. A bill of mortality is, 
in my opinion, an unanswerable argument for a 
Providence. How can we, without supposing 
ourselves under the constant care of a Supreme 
Being, give any possible account for that nice 
proportion, which we find in every great city, be- 
tween the deaths and birtlis of its inhabitants^ 
and between the number of males and that of fe- 
males brought into the world? What else could 
adjust in so exact a manner the recruits of every 
nation to its losses, and divide these new supplies 
of people into such equal bodies of both sexes ? 
Chance could never hold the balance with so 
steady a hand. Were we not counted out by aa, 
^intelligent supervisor, we should sometimes be 
overcharged with multitudes, and at others waste 
away into a desert : we should be sometimes a 
fiofiuiua virorum^ as Florus elegantly expresses 
it; a generation of males, and at others a spe^ie^ 
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of women. We may extend this consideration to 
every species of living creatur,es, and consider the 
whole animad world as an huge army made up of 
innumerable corps, if I may use that term, whose 
quotas have been kept entire near five, thousand 
years, in so wonderful a mannei^, that there is not 
probably a single species lost during this long 
tract of time. Could we have general bills of 
mortality of every kind of animals, or particular 
ones of every species in each continent and island, 
I could almost say in every wood, mdrsh, or 
mountain, what astonishing instances would they 
be of that Providence which watches over all his 
works? 

I have heard of a great man in the Romish 
church, who upon reading those words in the 
fifth chapter of Genesis, * And all the days that 
Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years, 
and he died; and all the days of Seth were nine 
hundred and twelve years, and he died ; and all 
the days of Methuselah, were nine hundred and 
sixty-nine years, and he died;' immediately shut 
himself up in a convent, and retired from the 
world, as not thinking any thing in this life worth 
pursuing, which had not regard to another. 

The truth of it is, there is nothing in history 
wjiich is so improving to the reader as those 
accounts which we meet with of the deaths of 
eminent persons, and of their btehaviour in that 
dreadful season. I may also add, that there are 
no parts in history which affect and please the 
reader in so sensible a manner. The reason I 
take to be this, there is no other single circum* 
stance in the story of any person, which can possi-* 
bly be the case of every one who reads it. A 
battle or a triumph are conjunctures in which not 
^le man in a million is likely to be engaged s hvlt 
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when we see a person at the point of death, we 
cannot forbear being attentive to every thing he 
says or does, because we are sure that some time 
•r other we shall ourselves be in the same me- 
lancholy circumstances. The general, the states- 
man, or the philosopher, are perhaps characters 
which we may never act in, but the dying man is 
one whom, sooner or later, we shall certainly 
resemble. 

It is perhaps, for the same kind of reason, that 
lew books written in English have been so much 
perused as Dr. Sherlock's Discourse upon Death; 
though at the same time I must own, that he who 
has not perused this excellent piece, has not per- 
haps read one of the strongest persuasives to a 
religious life that ever wa$ written in any lan- 
guage. . , . 

The consideration with which I shall close this 
essay upon death, is one of the most ancient and 
most beaten morals that has been recommended 
to mankind. But its being so very common, and 
so universally received, though it takes away 
from it the grace of novelty, adds very much to 
the weight of it, as it shews that it falls in with 
the general sense of mankind. In short, I would 
have every one consider that he is in this life 
Bothing more than a passenger, and that he is not 
to set up his rest here, but to keep an attentive 
eye upon that state of being to which he ap*: 
proaehes every moment, and which will be for 
ever fixed and permanent. This single con- 
sideration would be sufficient to extinguish the 
lutterness of hatred, the thirst of avarice, and the 
Cruelty of ambition. 

I am very much pleased with the passage of 
Antiphanes, a very anpient poet, who lived near 
an hundred years before Socrates, which repre- 

voL. V. q 
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sents the life of man under this view^ as I have 
here translated it word for word. * Be not grieved/ 
says he, * above measure for thy deceased friends. 
They are not dead, but have only finished that 
journey which it is necessary for every one of us 
to take. We ourselves must go to that great 
place of reception in which they are all of them 
assembled, and in this general rendezvous of 
mankind, live together in another state of being.' 

I think I have, in a former paper, taken notice 
of those beautiful metaphors in scripture, where 
life is termed a pilgrimage, and those who pass 
through it are all called strangers, and sojourners 
upon earth. I shall conclude this with a story, 
which I have somewhere read in the travels of 
Sir John Chardin. That gentleman, after having 
told us that the inns which receive the caravans 
in Persia, and the eastern countries, are called by 
the name of caravansaries, gives us a relation to 
the following purpose. 

A dervise travelling through Tartary, being ar- 
rived at the town of Balk, went into the king's 
palace by mistake, as thinking it to be a public 
mn, or caravansary. Having looked about him 
for some time, he entered into a long gallery, 
where he laid down his wallet, and spread his 
carpet, in order to repose himself upon it, after 
the manner of the eastern nations. He had not 
been long in this posture before he was discovered 
by some of the guards, who asked him what was 
his business in that place ? The dervise told them 
he intended to take up his night's lodging in that 
caravansary. The guards let him know, in a 
very angry manner, that tlie house he was in was 
not a caravansary, but the king's palace. It hap- 
pened that the king himself passed through the 
S«Uery ^luring ijm debate^ and spiiiins at the 
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mistake of the dcrvise, asked him how he could, 
possibly be so dull as not to distinguish a palace 
from a caravansary ? ' Sir,' says the dervise^ ' give 
xne leave to ask your majesty a question or two, 
Who were the persons that lodged in this house 
when it was first built ?' The king replied, < His 
ancestors.* *And who,' says the dervise, 'was 
the last person that lodged here ?' The king re- 
plied, * His father/ * And who is it,' says the 
dervise, 'that lodges here at present ?' The king 
told him, that it was he himself. ' And who>* 
«ays the dervise, ' will be here after you ?' The 
king answered, ' The young prince his son.* 
* Ah, sir, said the dervise, a house that changes* 
its inhabitants so often, and receives such a per- 
petual succession of guests, is not a palace, but 
a caravansary.' L. 
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Projicit ampuUas ef aesquipedaUa verba. 

HoR. Ars Poet. ver. ^7* 

Forgets his swelliog and gigantic words. 

Roscommon. 

The players, who know I am very much their 
friend, take all opportunities to express a grati- 
tude to me for being so. They could not have a 
better occasion of obliging me, than one which 
they lately took hold of. They desired my friend 
Will Honeycomb to bring me to the reading of a 

* The motto in the original paper in folio was from Horace 
Skcwise : 

iSpirat tragictim satis, etfeUciter epudet. 
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which would be in the highest degree exception- 
able in pother. When Cato Uticensis killed 
' himself, Cottius, a Roman of ordinary quality and 
character, did the same thing ; upon which one 
said, smiling, ^ Cottius might have lived, though 
Caesar has seized the Roman liberty/ Cottius's 
condition might have been the same, let things at 
the upper end of the world pass as they would. 
What is further very extraordinary in this work, 
is that the persons are all of them laudable, and 
their misfortunes arise rather from unguarded 
virtue, than propensity to vice. The town has afk 
opportunity of doing itself justice in supporting 
the representations of passion, sorrow, indigna- 
tion, even despair itself, within the rules of de- 
cency, honour, good-breeding ; and since there is 
none can flatter himself his life will be always 
fortunate, they may here see sorrow, as they 
would wish to bear it whenever it arrives. 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* I AM appointed to act a part in the new 
tragedy called The Distrest Mother. It is the 
celebrated grief of Orestes which I am to per- 
sonate ; but I shall not act it as I ought, for I shall 
feel it too intimately to be able to utter it. I was 
last night repeating a paragraph to myself, which 
I took to be an expression o^ rage, and in the 
middle of the sentence there was a stroke of 
self-pity wliich quite unmanned me. Be pleased, 
sir, to print this letter, that when I am oppressed 
in this manner at such an interval, a certain part 
of the audience may not think I am out; and I 
Jhope, with this allowance, to do it with ^atisfac-* 
tion. 

I am, siR^ 
Your most humble servant^ . 

Georgk PoW£LL%' 
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* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* As I was walking the other day iji the 
Park, I saw a gentleman with a very short face ; I 
desire to know whether it was you. Pray inform 
me as soon as you can, lest I become Uie most 
b^roic Hecatissa's rival. 

Your humble servant to comniand, 

Sophia.' 

< beak hadau, 

' It is not me you are in love with, for I 
was very illj and kept my chunber all titat day. 

Your most humble servant, 
- T. The Spectator.' 
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But tn 1 poem elegantljt vrit, 

1 will not quarrel vith a Blight miltake, 

Snsh SI our nature'i frul^ may excuse. 

UOIOOUHOV. 

I HAVE now considered Milton's Paradise Lost 
under those four geat heads of the fable, tlie 
characters, the sentiments, and the language; 
.and have shewn that he excels in general, under 
^Anh-of these heads. I hope that I have made 
■BVWal^iscoveries which may appear new, even 
to liaano who are versed in critical learning. 
Were I indeed to choose my refers, by whose 
judgment I would slaad or fall} tliejr should Dtft 
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be such as are acquainted only with the French 
and Italian critics, but also with the ancient anil 
modern who have written in either of the learned 
languages. Above all, I would have them well 
versed in the Greek and Latin poets, without 
which a man very often fancies that he under- 
stands a critic, when in reality he does not compre- 
hend his meaning. 

It is in criticism as in all other sciences and 
speculations; one who brings with him any 
implicit notions and observaUons, which he has 
made in his reading of the poets, will find his own 
reflections methodised and explained, and perhaps 
several little hints that had passed in his mind, 
perfected and improved in the works of a good 
critic ; whereas one who has not these previous 
lights is very often an utter stranger to what he 
reads, and apt to put a wrong interpretation 
upon it. 

Nor is it sufficient that a man, who sets up for 
a judge in criticism, should have perused the 
authors above-mentioned, unless he has also a 
clear and logical head. Without this talent he is 
perpetually puzzled and perplexed amidst his own 
blunders, mistakes the sense of those he would 
confute, or, if he chances to think right, does 
not know how to convey his tbpughts to another 
with clearness and perspicuity^ Aristotle, who 
was the best critic, was also one of the best logi- 
cians that ever appeared in the world. 

Mr. Locke's Essay on Human Understanding 
would be thought a very odd book for a man to 
mjake himself master of, who would get ^ repu- 
tation by critical writings ; though at the same 
time it is very certain, that an author whb has not 
learned the art of distinguishing bef^^j^ii words 
and things, and of ranging his thoughf^^&d selt 
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ting them in proper lights, whatever notions he 
may have^ will loose himself in confusion and ob"*, 
scurity. I might further observe that there is 
not a Greek or Latin critic, who has not shewn, 
even in the style of his criticisms, that he was a 
master of all the elegance and delicacy of his na- 
tive tongue. 

The truth of it is, there is nothing more absurd, 
than for a man to set up for a critic, without a 
good insight into all the parts of learning; where- 
as many of those, who have endeavoured to sig- 
nalize themselves by works of this nature, among 
our English writers, are not only defective in 
the above-mentioned particulars, but plainly dis- 
cover, by the phrases which they make use of, 
and by their confused way of thinking, that they 
are not acquainted with the most comn^on and or- 
dinary systems of arts and sciences. A few gen- 
eral rules extracted out of the French Authors, 
with a certain cant of words, has sometimes set 
up an illiterate heavy writer for a most judicious 
and formidable critic. 

One great mark, by which you may discover a 
critic who has neither taste nor learning, is this, 
that he seldom ventures to praise any passage la 
an author which has not been before received and 
applauded by the public, and that his criticism 
iurns wholly upon little faults and errors. This 
part of a critic is so very easy to succeed in, that 
we find every ordinary reader, upon the publish- 
ing of a new poem, has wit and ill-nature enough 
to turn several passages of it into ridicule, and 
very often in the right place. This Mr. Dry- 
den has vety agree^ly remarked in these two 
celebrated lines ; 

£rh)r8, like stra ws, upon the surface flow ; 

He vho would search for pearli^ must diye belot/. 
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A true critic ought to dwell rather upon excel- 
lencies than imperfections, to discover the con- 
cealed beauties of a writer, and communicate to 
the world such things as are worth their observa- 
tion. The most exquisite words, and finest 
strokes of an author, are those which very often 
appear the most doubtful and exceptionable to a 
man who wants a relish for polite learning; and 
theyare these, which a sour undistinguishing critic 
generally attacks with the greatest violence. 
Tully observes, that it is very easy to brand or fix 
a mark upon what lie calls verbum ardena^ or as 
it may be rendered into English, ^ a glowing bold 
expression,* and to turn it into ridicule by a cold 
ill-natured criticism. A little wit is equally capa- 
ble of exposing a beauty, and of aggravating a 
fault: and though such a treatment of an author 
naturally produces indignation in the mind of an 
understanding reader, it has however its effect 
among the generality of those whose hands it 
falls into, the rabble of mankind being very apt to 
think that every thing which is laughed at, with 
any mixture of wit, is ridiculous in itself. 

Such a mirth as this is always unseasonable in a 
critic, as it rather prejudices the reader than con- 
vinces him, and is capable of making a beauty, as 
well as a blemish, the subject of derison. A man 
who cannot write with wit on a proper subject, is 
dull and stupid ; but one who shews it in an impro- 
per place, is as impertinent and absurd. Besides, 
a man who has the gift of ridicule is apt to find 
fault with any thing that gives him an opportunity 
of exerting his beloved talent, and very often cen- 
sures a passage, not because there is any fault in 
it, but because he can be merry upon it. Such 
kinds of pleasantry are very unfidr and disinge- 
nuous in works of criticism, in which the greatest 
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masters, both ancient and modern^ have always 
appeared with a seriou3 and instructive air. 

As I intend in my next paper to shew the de- 
fects in Milton's Paradise Lost, I thought fit to 
premise these few particulars, to the end that the 
reader may know I enter upon it as on a very un- 
grateful work, and that I shall just point at the 
imperfections without endeavouring to inflame 
them with ridicule. I must also observe with 
Longinus, that the productions of a great genius^ 
with many lapses and inadvertencies, are infinitely 
preferable to the works of an inferior kind of 
author, which are scrupulously exact, and conform 
Tnable to all the rules of correct writing. 

I shall conclude my paper with a story out of 
Boccalini, which sufficiently shews us the opinioa 
that judicious author entertained of the sort of 
critics I have been here mentioning. A famous 
critic, says he, having gathered together all the 
faults of an eminent poet, made a present of them 
to Apollo, who received, them very graciously, 
and resolved to make the author a suitable return 
for the trouble he had been at in collecting them* 
In order to this, he set before him a sack of wheat, 
as it had been just thrashed put of the sheaf He 
then bid him pick out the chaff from among the 
corn, and lay it aside by itself The critic applied 
himself to the task with great industry and plea** 
sure, and, after having made the due separation, 
was presented by Apollo with the chaff for his 
p^nSi L. 
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Illam, qtdcqtdd agit, quoqud vestigia flecHt^ 
Compomtfurtim, aubsequHurqw decor. 

TiBUK. 4 Eleg. u. S. 

Whate'er she does, where'er her steps she bends, 
Grace on each action silently attends. 

As no one can be said to enjoy health, who is only 
not sick, without he feel within himself a light- 
some and invigorating principle, which will not 
suffer him to remain idle, but still spurs him on 
to action ; so in the practice of every virtue, there 
is some additional grace required, to give a claim 
of excelling in this or that particular action. A 
diamond may want polishing, though the value 
may be intrinsically the same; and the same good 
may be done with different degrees of lustre. No 
man should be contented with himself that he 
barely does well, but he should perform every 
thing in the best, and most becoming manner 
that he is able. 

Tully tells us he wrote his book of Offices, be- 
cause there was no time of life in which some 
correspondent duty might not be practised ; nor 
is there a duty without a certain decency accom- 
panying it, by which every virtue it is joined to 
will seem to^be doubled. Another may do the 
same thing, and yet the action want that air and 
beauty which distinguish it from others; like 
that inimitable sunshine Titian b said to have dif- 
fused over his landscapes ; which denotes them 
bis, and has been always unequalled by any other 
person. 

There is no one action in which this quality I 
am speaking of will be more sensibly perceived^ 
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than in granting a request, or doing an office o€ 
kindness. Mummius, by his way of consenting to 
a benefaction^ shall make it lose its name ; while 
Carus doubles the kindness and the obligation. 
From the first, the desire^ request drops indeed 
at last, but from so doubtful a brow, that the obli- 
ged has almost as much reason to resent the man- 
ner of bestowing it, as to be thankful for the fa- 
vour itself. Carus invites with a pleasing air^ to 
give him an opportunity of doing an act of human- 
ity, meets the petition half way, and consents, to 
a request with a co6ntenance which proclaims the 
satisfaction of his miitd in assisting the distressed. 

The decency then that is to be observed in lib- 
erality, seems to consist in its being performed 
with such cheerfulness, as may express the god- *. 
like pleasure to be met with, in obliging one's 
fellow-creatures ; that may shew good-nature an4 
benevolence overflowed, and do not, as in some 
men, run upon the tilt, and taste of the sediments 
of a grutching, uncommunicative disposition. 

Since I have intimated that the greatest deco- 
rum is to be preserved in the bestowing our goocl 
offices, I will iUu'^trate it a little, by an example 
drawn from priviite life, which carries with it 
such a profusion of liberality, that it can be ex- 
ceeded by nothing but the humahity a^d good-na- 
ture which accompanies it. It is a letter of Pli- 
ny, which I shall here translate, because the ac- 
tion will best appear in its first dress of thoug;hU 
without any foreign or ambitious ornaments. 

PLiJ\rr TO qui^TiLMJ^. 

* TnoyGH I am fully acquainted with the conr 
tentment and just moderation of your mind, and 
the conformity the education you have given yom; 
daughter bears to yQur own ch»,r^^\.^t \ ^^\.ivc>s:.^ 
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she is suddenly to be married to a person of dis- 
tinction, whose figure in the world makes it ne- 
cessary for her to be at a more than ordinary ex- 
pense, in clothes and equipage suitable to her hus- 
band's quality ; by which, tl>ough her intrinsic 
worth be not augmented, yet will it receive both 
ornament and lustre ; and knowing your estate to 
t>e as moderate as the riches of your mind are 
abundant, I must challenge to myself some part of 
the burthen ; and as a parent of your child, I pre- 
sent her with twelve hundred and fifty crowns, 
towards these expenses; which sum had been 
much larger, had I not feared the smallness of it 
Vould be the greatest inducement with you to ac- 
cept of it. Farewell.* 

Thus should a benefaction be done with a good 
grace, and shine in the strongest point of light; 
it should not only answer all the hopes and exi- 
gencies of the receiver, but even outrun his wish- 
es. It is this happy manner of behaviour which 
SKlds new charms to it, and softens those gifts of 
art and nature, which otherwise would be rather 
distasteful than agreeable. Without it valour 
would degenerate into brutality, learning into pe- 
dantry^and the genteelest demeanour into affec- 
tation. Even Religion itself, unless Decency be 
the handmgdd which waits upon her^ is apt to 
make people appear guilty of soi^rness and ill-hu- 
jnour ; but this shews Virtue in her first original 
form, adds a comeliness to Religion, and gives its 
professors the justest title to ' the beauty of holi- 
ness.' A man fully instructed in this art, may 
assume a thousand shapes, and please in all ; he 
may do a thousand actions shall become none 
other but himself ; not that the things themselves 
are dijOferent, but the manner of doing them. 
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If you examine each feature by itself, Aglai :ra 
and Callicleaare equally handsome, but take th< *mL 
in the whole, and you cannot suffer the comp^ pri- 
son; the one is full of numberless nameless g ra- 
ces, the other of as' many nameless fauits. 

The comeliness of person, and the decenc} f-)f 
behaviour, add infinite weight to what is p .b- 
nounced by any one. It is the want of this t H^^t 
often makes the rebukes and advice of old ri gid 
persons of no effect, and leave a displeasurt ^ ia 
the minds of those they are directed to : ♦lut 
youth and beauty, if accompanied with a grace ful 
and becoming severity, is of mighty force to n \ise 
even in the most profligate, a sense of shame. In 
Milton, the devil is never described ashamed but 
9nce, and that at the rebuke of a beauteous ang «!: 

So spake the cherub ; and his grave rebuke^ 
Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 
Invincible. Abash'd the devil stood. 
And felt how awful Goodness is, and saw 
Virtue in her own shape how lovely ! saw and pin'd 
His loss. 

The care of doing nothing unbecoming has lac- 
companied the greatest minds to their last n <>- 
ments. They avoided even an indecent posti »e 
in the veiy article of death. Thus Caesar gath» r- 
ed his robe about him, that he might not fall ii \a 
manner unbecoming of himself; and the great( iht 
concern that appeared in the behaviour of Luci re- 
tia when she stabbed herself, was, that h6r bo dy 
should lie in an attitude worthy the mind whi ph 
i^ad inhabited it : 






•A^ non procumbat honest^. 



Extrema hcec etiam cura cadentia ei'at, 

Ovid. Fast. iii. 853, 

*Twas her last thought) how decently to fall. 
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« < MR. SPECTATOR, 

* I AM a young woman without a fortune ; 
M but of a very high mind : that is, good sir, I am to 
the last degree proud and vain. I am ever railing 
at the rich, for doing things, which, upon search 
into my heart, I find I am only ai^gry at, because 
i cannot do the same myself. I wear the hooped 
^tticoat, and am all in calicoes when the finest 
^re in silks. It is a dreadful thing to be poor and 
Jjroud ; therefore, if you please, a lecture on that 
subject for the satisfaction of 

Your uneasy humble servant, 

Z. Jezkbe^.' 
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Frag. Vet Poet, 
' The prudent stUl have fortune on their side. 

The fiEimous Grecian, in his little book wherein 
he lays down nxaxims for a man's advancing him- 
self at court, advises his reader to associate him* 
self with the fortunate, and to shun the company 
of the unfortunate ; which, notwithstanding the 
biaseness of the precept to an honest mind, may 
have something useful in it, for those who push 
their interest in the world. It is certain, a great 
part of what we call good or ill fortune, rises 
oiit of right or wrong measures and schemes 
of life. When I hear a man complain of his 
being unfortunate in all his undertakings, I 
^hr'^wdly suspect him for a Very weak man in his 
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aflTairs. In conformity with this way of thinkings 
Cardinal Richelieu used to say, that unfortunate 
and imprudent, were but two words for the same 
thing. As the cardinal himself had a great share 
both of prudence and good fortune, his fambus 
antagonist, the Count d'Olivares, was disgraced 
at the court of Madrid, because it was alleged 
against him that he had never any success in his 
undertakings. This, says an eminent author, 
was indirectly accusing him of imprudence. 

Cicero recommended Pompey to the Romans 
for their general upon three accounts, as he was 
a man of courage, conduct, and good fortune. 
It was, perhaps, for the reason above-mentioned, 
namely, that a series of good fortune supposes a 
prudent management in the person whom it be- 
fals, that not only Syllathe dictator, but several of 
the Roman emperors, as is still to be seen upon 
their medals, among their other titles, gave them- 
selves that of Felix or Fortunate. The heathens^ 
indeed, seem to have valued a man more for his 
good fortune than for any other quality, which I 
think is very natural for those who have not a 
strong belief of another world. For how can I 
conceive a man crowned with any distinguishing 
blessings, that has not some extraordinary fund 
of merit and perfection in him, which lies open 
to the Supreme eye, though perhaps it is not dis- 
covered by my observation ? What is the rea- 
son Homer's and Virgil's heroes do not form 4 
resolution, or strike a blow, without the conduct 
and direction of some deity ? Doubtless, be- 
cause the poets esteemed it the greatest honour 
to be favoured by the gods, and thought the best 
way of praiwng a man was, to recount those fa- 
vours which naturally implied an extraordinary 
merit in th« perscm on whom they descended. 

R 2 
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Those who believe a future state of rewards 
aud punishments act very absurdly, if they form 
their opinions of a man's merit from his suc- 
cesses. But cerudn, if 1 thought the whole cir- 
cle of our being was included between our births 
and deaths, I should think a man's good fortune 
the measure and standard of his real merit, since 
providence would have no opportunity of re- 
warding his virtue and perfections, but in the 
present life. A virtuous unbeliever, who lies 
under the pressure of misfortunes, has reason 
to cry out, as they say Brutus did, a little before 
his death : * O viHue, I have worshipped thee as 
a substantial good, but I find thou art an empty 
name.' 

But to return to our first point. Though Pru- 
dence does undoubtedly in a great measure pro* 
duce our good or ill fortune in the world, it is 
certain there are many unforeseen accidents and 
occurrences, which very often pervert the finest 
schemes that can be laid by human wisdom. 
* The race is not always to the swift, nor the bat- 
tle to the strong.' Nothing less than an infinite 
wisdom can have an absolute comifismd over for- 
tune ; the highest degree of it, which man can 
possess, is by no means equal to fortuitous events, 
and to such contingences as may rise in the pro- 
secution of our affairs. Nay, it very often hap- 
pens, that prudence, which has always in it a 
great mixture of caution^ hinders a man from 
being so fortunate, as he might possibly have 
been without it. A person who only aims at 
what is likely to succeed, and follows closely the 
dictates of human prudence, never meets with 
those great and unforeseen successes, which are 
often the effect of a sanguine temper or a more 
happy rashness i and \]^ v^tha^s may be the 
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reason) that» according to the common observa* 
tion, Fortune, like other females, delights rather 
in favouring the young than the old. 

Upon the whole, since man is so short-sighted 
a creature, and the accidents -which may happen 
to him so various, I cannot but be of Dr. Tillot- 
son's opinion in another case, that were there 
any doubt of Providence, yet it certainly would 
be very desirable there should be such a Being 
of infinite wisdom and goodness, on whose di- 
rection we might rely in the conduct of human 
life. 

It is a great presumption to ascribe our suc- 
cesses to our own management, and not to esteem 
ourselves upon any blessing, rather as it is the 
bounty of heaven than the acquisition of our 
own prudence. I am very well pleased with a 
medal which was struck by Queen Elizabeth, a 
little after the defeat of the invincible armada, 
to perpetuate the memory of that extraordinary 
event. It is well known how the King of Spain, 
and others who were the enemies of that great 
princess, to derogate from her glory, ascribed 
the ruin of their fleet rather to the violence of 
storms and tempests, than to the bravery of the 
English. Queen Elizabeth, instead of looking 
upon this as a diminution of her honour, valued 
herself upon such a signal favour of Providence, 
and accordingly, in the reverse of the medal 
above-mentioned, has represented a fleet beaten 
by a tempest, and falling foul upon one another, 
with that religious inscription, * jifflavit Deua^ ct 
diadfiantury ^ He blew with his wind and they 
were scattered.* 

It is remarked a famous Grecian general, whose 
name I cannot at present recollect,* and who had 

• Timotheus the Athenian, Set^\i%.W^^\.»^\.V»*^V8»si^ 
Works, 4to. rol. i. p. 319. 
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been a particular favourite of Fortune, that, upon 
recounting his victories among his friends, he 
added at the end of several great actions, ' And 
in this Fortune had no share.' After which it is 
observed in history, that he never prospered in 
any thing he undertook. 

As arrogance and a cdnceitedness ' of our own 
abilities are very shocking and offensive to men 
of sense and virtue, we may be sure they are 
highly displeasing to that Being who delights in 
an humble mind, and by several of his dispensa- 
tions seems purposely to shew us, that our own 
schemes, or prudence, have no share in our 
advancements. 

Since on this subject I have already admitted 
several quotations, which have occurred to my, 
memoiy upon writing this paper, I will conclude 
it with a little Persian fable, A drop of water 
fell out of a cloud into the sea, and finding itself 
lost in such an immensity of fluid matter, broke 
out into the following reflection : ' Alas ! What 
an *inconsiderable creature am I in this prodigious 
ocean of waters ! My existence is of no concern 
to the universe; I am reduced to a kind of no- 
thing, and am less than the least of the works of 
God.' Jt so happened that an oyster, which lay 
in the neighbourhood of this drop, cfianced to 
gape and swallow it up in the midst of this its 
humble soliloquy. The drop, says the fable, lay 
a great while hardening in the shell, until by de- 
grees it was ripened into a pearl, which filing 
into the hands of a diver, after a long series of 
adventures is at present that famous pearl which 
is fixed on the top of the Persian diadem. 

L. 

* Altered from insigiufi^Utj gccprc^ing: to a cflrcclion »» 
.S^L in folio. No, 3^5, 
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Difficile ett plurimitm virtutem reveferijjmltemper aecundd 
fortund aitusua. 

TuLL. ad Herennium. 

The man who is always foi*tanate> cannot easily have much 
reverence for virtue. 

Insolekce is the crime of all others which every 
man is apt to rail at ; and yet there is one respect 
in which almost all men living are guilty of it, and 
that is in the case of laying a greater value upon 
the gifts of fortune than we ought. It is here in 
England come into our very language, as a pro- 
priety of distinction, to say, when we would speak 
of persons to their advantage, * They are people 
of condition.* There is no doubt but the proper 
use of riches implies, that a man should exert all 
the good qualities huaginable ; and if we mean 
by a man of condition or quality, one who, accord- 
ing to the wealth he is master of, shews himself 
just, beneficent, and charitable, that term ought 
very deservedly to be had in the highest venera- 
tion ; but when wealth is used only as it is the 
support of pomp and luxury, to be rich is very far 
from being a recommendation to honour and res- 
pect. It is indeed the greatest insolence imagi- 
nable, in a creature who would feel the extremes 
of thirst and hunger, if he did not prevent his 
appetites, before they call upon him, to be so for- 
getful of the common necessities of human nature^ 
as never to cast an eye upon the poor and needy. 
The fellow who escaped from a ship which struck 
upon a rock in the west, and joined with the 
country people to dcistroy hisbto\.V\ft\ ^^^\:^^'w>Al 
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make her a wreck, was thought a most execrable 
creature ; but does not every man who enjoys the 
possession of what he naturally wants, and is un- 
mindful of the unsupplied distress of other men, 
betray the same temper of mind ? When a man 
looks about him, and with regard to riches and 
poverty, beholds some drawn in pomp and equi- 
page, and they, and their ^very servants, with an 
air of scorn and triumph, overlooking the multi- 
tude that pass by them; and in the same street, a 
creature of the same make, crying out in the 
name of all that is good and sacred, to behold, his 
misery, and give him some supply against hunger 
and nakedness; who would believe these two 
beings were of the same species ? But so it is, that 
the consideration of fortune has taken up all our 
minds, and as I have often complained, poverty 
and riches stand in our imaginations in the places 
of guilt and innocence. But in all seasons there 
will be some instances of persons who have souls 
too large to be taken with popular prejudices) 
and while the rest of mankind are contending for 
superiority in power and wealth, have their 
thoughts bent upon the necessities of those below 
them. The charity schools, which have been 
erected of late years, are the greatest instances 
of public spirit the age has produced But indeed, 
when we consider how long this sort of benefi- 
cence has been on foot, it is rather from the good 
management of those institutions, than from the 
number or value of the benefactions to them^ 
that they make so great a figure. One would 
think it impossible that in the space of fourteen 
years there should not have been five thousand 
pounds bestowed in gifts this way, nor sixteen 
hundred children including males and females, 
put out to methods of industry. It is not allowed 
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me to speak of luxury and folly with the severe 
spirit they deserve ; 1 shall only therefore say, I 
shall very readily compound with any lady in a 
hooped petticoat, if she gives the price of one half 
yard of the silk towards clothing, feeding, and 
instructing an innocent helpless creature of her 
own sex, in one of these schools. The consci- 
ousness of such an action will give her features 
a nobler life on this illustrious day,* than all 
the jewels that can hang in her hair, or can be 
clustered in her bosom. It would be uncourtly 
to speak in harsher words to the fair, but to men 
one may take a little ;more freedom. It is mon- 
strous how a man can live with so little reflec- 
tion, as to fancy he is not in a condition very 
unjust and disproportioned to the rest of mankind, 
while he enjoys wealth, and exerts no benevo- 
lence or bounty to others. As for this particular 
occasion of these schools, there cannot any offer 
more worthy a generous mind. Would you do 
an handsome thing without return ; do it for an 
infant that is not sensible of the obligation. 
Would you do it for public good ; do it for one 
who will be an honest artificer. Would you do 
it for the sake of heaven ; give it to one who 
shall be instructed in the worship of him for 
whose sake you gave it. It is, methinks, a most 
laudable institution this, if it were of no other 
expectation than that of producing a race of good 
and useful servants, who will have more than a 
liberal, a religious education. What would not 
a man do in common prudence, to lay out in pur- 
chase of one about him, who would add to all his 
orders he ^ave, the weight of the commandments^ 

• The birth-day of her majesrty Q. Anne^ who was b<w^ 
SE^h, 6, 1605, and diea Avg. H 171^ «^ 2$,^. 
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to enforce all obedience to them ? for one who 
would consider his master as his father, his friend> 
and benefactor, upon easy terms, and in expec« 
tation of no other return, but moderate wages 
and gentle usage ? It is the common vice of 
children to run too much among the servants ; 
from such as are educated in these places they 
would see nothing but lowliness in the servant, 
which would not be disingenuous in the child. 
All the ill offices and defamatory whispers, which 
take their birth from domestics, would be pre- 
vented, if this charity could be made universal : 
and a good man might have a knowledge of the 
whole life of the persons he designs to take into 
his house for his own service, or that of his family 
or children, long before they were admitted. 
This would create endeaiing dependencies : and 
the obligation would have a paternal air in the 
master, who would be relieved from much care 
and anxiety by the gratitude and diligence of an 
humble friend, attending him as his servant. I 
fall into this discourse from a letter sent to me, 
to give me notice that fifty boys would be clothed, 
and take their seats (at the charge of some gen- 
erous benefactors) in St. Bride's church, on Sun- 
day next. I wish I could promise to myself any 
thing which my correspondent seems to expect 
from a publication of it in this paper ; for there 
can be nothing added to what so many excellent 
and learned men have said on this occasion. But 
that there may be something here which would 
move a generous mind, like that of him who 
wrote to me, I shall transcribe an handsome para- 
graph of Dr. Snape's sermon on thesQ charities, 
which my correspondent enclosed with his letter. 
^ The wise Providence has amply compensated 
the disadvantages of the poor ^d ind^ent, ia 
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wantiivg mioiy of the cof^veniences of ^s life, by a 
more abundant provbion for their happiness in the 
next. Had they been higher born, or more richly 
endowed, they would have wanted this manner of 
Education, of which those only enjoy the benefit, 
who are low enough to submit to it; where they 
have such advantages without money, and with* 
out price, as the rich cannot purchase with it* 
The learning which is given, is generally more 
edifying to them^than that which is sold to others. 
Thus do they become more exalted in goodness^ 
by being depressed ft fortune, and their poverty 
is, in reality, their preferment.' T.. 
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ProiUffa non aentit pereuntemfamina cenwm.'^ 
At velut exhauitd redhtvutpuUulet arcd 
JSfummus, et i pleno semper tollatur acerv9, 
JVon unquam reputatf guanti nbi^aucUa eonHent. 

Juv. Sat Yi set 

Bat womankind, that never knows a meanjr 
Down to the dregs their sinking fortunes drain : 
HootIt they give, and spend, and waste, and n^ear. 
And tuink no pleasure can he hougfattoo dear.' 

OaY0&27. 
* MR. SPECTATOR, 

^ I AM turned of my great climacteric, and am na- 
turally a man of a meek temper. About a dozen 
yefurs ago I was married, for my sins, to a young 
woman of a good- family, and of an high spirit ; 
but could not bring her to close with me, before 
I had entered into a treaty with her, longer than 
that of the grand alliance. Among other arti- 
cles, it was therein stipulated, that she shouldl 
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have 400/. ^ year for pin-money, which I obliged 
myself to pay quarterly into the hand^ of one, 
who acted as her plenipotentiary in tl^t affair. 
I have ever since religiously observed my partin 
this solemn agreement Now, sir, so it is, {that 
the lady has had several children since I married 
her ; to which if I should credit our malicious 
neighbours, her pin-money has ' not a little con- 
tributed. The education of these my children, 
who contrary to my expectation, are bom to me 
every year, straitens me so much, that I have beg- 
• ged their mother to free me from the obligation 
of the above-mentioned pin-money, that it may 
go towards making a provision for her family. 
This proposal makes her noble blood swell in her 
veins, insomuch, that finding me a little tardy in 
my last quarter's payment, she threatens me 
every day to arrest me ; and proceeds so Ear as 
to tell me, that if I do not do her justice, I shall 
die in a jail. To this she add?, when her passion 
will let her argue calmly, that she has several 
play-debts on her hand, which must be discharg- 
ed Very suddenly, and that she cannot lose her 
money as becomes a woman of her fashion, if she 
makes me any abatement in this article. I hope, 
sir, you will take an occasion from hence to giv^ 
your opinion upon a subject which you have not 
yet touched, and inform us if there are any pre- 
cedents for this usage, among our ancestors; or 
whether you find any mention of pin-money m 
Grotius, Puffendorf, or any other of the civilians. 
I aim ever the humblest of your admirers, 

JosiAB Fribble, Esc^.' 

As there is no man living who is. a more pro- 
fessed advocate for the fair-sex than myself, so 
there is none that would be more unwilling to in- 
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vade any of their ancient rights and privileges: 
but as the doctrine of pin-money is of a late date, 
unknown to our great grand- mothers, and not yet 
received by many of our modern ladies^ I think it 
is for the interest of both sexes, to keep it from 
spreading. 

Mr. Fribble may not, perhaps, be much mis- 
taken where he intimates, that the supplying a 
man's wife with pin-money, is furnishing her 
with arms against himself, and in a manner be- 
coming accessary to his own dishonour. We 
may indeed, generally observe, that in propor- 
tion as a woman is more or less beautiful, and 
her husband advanced in years, she stands in need 
of a greater or less number of pins, and upon a 
treaty of marriage, rises or falls in her demands 
accordingly. It must likewise be owned, that 
high quality in a mistress does very much iniiame 
this a;rticle in the marriage-reckoning. 

But where the age and circumstances of both 
parties are pretty much upon a level, I cannot but 
think the insisting upon pin-money is very extra-, 
ordinary ; and yet we find several hiatches broken 
off upon this very head. What would a foreigner, 
or one who is a stranger to this practice, think of 
a lover that forsakes his mistress, because he is 
not willing to keep her in pins ? But what would 
he think of the mistress, should he be informed 
that she asks five or six hundred pounds a year 
for this use ? Should a man unacquainted with 
our customs be told the sums which are allowed 
in Great Britain, under the title of pin-money, 
what a prodigious consumption of pins would he 
think there was in this island. ' A pin a day,' 
says our frugal proverb, ' is a groat a year ;' so 
that, accordmg to this calculation, my friend 
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Fribble's wife must every yisar make use of eight 
millions six hundred and forty thousand new pins. 

I am not ignorant that our British ladies allege 
they comprehend under this general term, several 
other convenie^nces oriife ; I could therefore wish, 
for the honour of my countrywomen? that they 
had rather called it needle-money« which might 
liave implied something of good housewifery, 
and not have given the mal^ious world occasion 
to think, that dress and trifles have always the up* 
permos't place in a woman's thoughts. 

I know several of my fair readers urge in de- 
fence of this practice, that it is but a necessary 
provision they make for themselves, in case their 
husband proves a churl, or miser ; so that they 
consider this allowance as a kind of alimony, which 
they may lay their claim to, without actually sep- 
arating from their husbands. But with submis- 
sion I think a woman who will give up herself to 
a man in marriage, where there is the least room 
for such an apprehension, and trust her person to 
one whom she will not rely on for the common 
necessaries of life, may very properly be accused 
(in the phrase of an homely proverb) of being 
* penny ^wise and pound foolish.' 

It is observed of over-cautious generals, that 
they never engage in a battle without securing a 
retreat, in case the event should not answer their 
expectations; on the other hand, the greatest 
conquerors have burnt their ships, or broke down 
the bridges behind them, as being determined 
either to succeed or die in the engagement. In 
the same manner I shoujd very much suspect a 
woman who takes such precautions for her retreat, 
and contrives methods how she may live happily, 
without the affection of one to whom she joins 
herself for life. Separate purses between man 
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and wife are, in my opinion, as unnatural as sepa- 
nate beds. A marriage cannot be happy, where 
the pleasur.es, inclinations, and interest of both 
parties are not the same. There is no greater in- 
xitement to love in the mind of man, than the 
sense of a person's depending upon him for her 
ease and happiness ; as a woman uses all her en- 
deavours to please the person whom she looks 
upon, as her honour, her comfort, and her sup- 
port. 

For this reason I am uot very much surprised 
at the behaviour of a rough country squire, who, 
being not a little shocked at the proceeding of a 
young widow that would not recede from her de- 
mands of pin-money, was so enraged at her mer- 
cenary temper, that he told her in great wrath, 
* As much as she thought him her slave, he would 
shew all the whole world he did not care a pin 
for her.' Upon which he flew out of the room> 
and never saw her more. 

Socrates in Plato's i^lcihiades says he was in- 
formed by one who had travelled through Persia, 
that as he passed over a great tract of land, and 
inquired what the name of the place was, they 
told him it was the Queen's Girdle : to which he 
adds, that another wide field which lay by it, was 
called the Queen's Veil ; and that in the same 
manner there was a large portion of ground set 
aside for every part of her majesty's dress. 
These lands might not be improperly called the 
Queen of Persia's pin-money. 

I remember my friend Sir Roger, who, I dare 
say, never read this passage in Plato, told me some 
time since, that upon his courting the perverse 
widow (of whom I have given an account in for- 
mer papers) he had disposed of an hundred acres 
ia a diamond ring, which he would have present- 

s2 



ed her with} had she thought fit to accept it; and 
that upon her wedding-day, she should have car- 
ried on her head fifty of the tallest oaks upon his 
estate. He further informed me, that he would 
have given her a coal-pit to keep her in clean 
linen, that he would have allowed her the profits 
of a windmill for her fans, and have presented her 
once in three years, with the shearing of his sheep 
for her under-petticoat s. To which the knight 
always adds, that though he did not care for fine 
clothes himself, there should not have been a wo- 
man in the country better dressed than my lady 
Coverly . Sir Roger, perhaps, may in this, as well 
as in many cyther of his devices, appear some- 
thing odd and singular ; but if the humour of 
pin-money prevails, I think it would be very pro- 
per for every gentleman of an estate, to mark out 
so many acres of it under the title of, ' The Pins/ 
L. 
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— JWi^« addere pondus. 

HoR. 1 £p. xix. 42. 

Add weight to trifles. 
^ DEAR SPEC, 

^Having lately conversed much with the fair 
sex on the subject of your speculations, (which 
since their appearance in public, have been the 
chief exercise of the female loquacious faculty) I 
found the fair-ones possessed with a dissatisfistction 
at your prefixing Greek mottoes to the frontis- 
peices of your late papers ; and as a man of gal* 
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latitryy I thought it a duty incumbent on mc to im» 
part it to you^ in hopes of a reformation, which . 
is only to be effected by a restoration of the Latin 
to the usual dignity in your papers, which of late 
the Greek, to the great displeasure of your fe- 
male readers, has usurped ; for though the Latin 
has the recommendation of being as unintelligi- 
ble to them as the Greek, yet being written of 
the same character with their mother tongue, by 
the assistance of a spelling-book it is legible : 
which quality the Greek wants : and since the 
introduction of operas into this nation, the ladies 
are so charmed with sounds abstracted from their 
ideas, that they adore and honour the sound of 
Latin, as it is old Italian. I am a solicitor for 
the fair-sex, and therefore think myself in that, 
character more likely to be prevalent in this re- 
quest, than if I should subscribe myself by my 
proper name. > 

J. M. 

' I desire you may insert this in one of your spe- 
culations, to shew my zeal for removing the dis- 
satisfaction of the fair-sex, and restoring you to 
their favour.' 

* SIR, 

* I WAS some time since in company with 
a young officer, who entertained us with the con- 
quest he had made over a female neighbour of his; 
wheii a gentleman who stood by, as I supposei 
envying the captain's good fortune, asked him what 
reason he had to believe the lady admired him ? 
" Why," says he, " my lodgings are opposite to 
her's, and she is continually at her window either 
at work, reading, taking snuff, or putting herself 
in some toying posture, on purpose to draw my 
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eyes that way.** The confession of this vain sol- 
dier made me reflect on some of my o;virn actions ; 
for you must know, Sir, I am often at a window 
which fronts the apartments of several gentlemen, 
who I doubt not have the same opinion of me. I 
must own I love to look at them all, one for being 
well dressed, a second for his fine eye, and one 
particular one, because he is the least man I ever 
saw ; but there is something so easy and pleasant 
in the manner of my little man, that I observe he 
is a favourite of all his acquaintance. I could go 
on to tell you of many others, that I believe think 
I have encouraged them from my window : but 
pray let me have your opinion of the use of the 
window, in the apartment of a beautiful lady ; and 
how often she may look out at the same man, 
without being supposed to have a mind to jump 
out to him. 

Your's, 

AuRELiA Careless.' 
Twice. 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

^ I HAVE for some time made love to a 
lady, who received it with all the kind returns I 
ought to expect: but without any provocation, 
that I know of, she has of late shunned me with 
the utmost abhorrence, insomuch that she went 
out of church last Sunday in the midst of divine 
service, upon my coming into the same pew. 
^^Yy sir, what must I do in this business ? 

Your servant, 

EUPHUES. 

Let her alone ten days. 
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< UK, SPECTATOR, York, Jan. 20, 1711-18. 

< We have in this town a sort of people 
who pretend to wit, and write lampoons ; I have 
lately been the subject of one of them. The scrib- 
bler had not genius enough in verse to turn my 
age, as indeed I am an old maid, into raillery, for 
affiscting a youthier turn than is consistent with 
my time of day ; and therefore he makes the title 
of his madrigal, the character of Mrs. Judith 
Lovebane, bom in the year 1680. What I desire 
of you is, that you disallow that a coxcomb, who 
pretends to write verse, should put the most 
malicious thing he can say in prose. This I 
humbly conceive will disable our country wits, 
who indeed take a great deal of pains to say any 
thing in rhyme, though they say it v^ry ill. 

I am, SIR, 
Your humble servant, 
Susanna LovebanE/.* 

^ MR. spectator, 

< We are several of us, gentlemen an4 
ladies, who board in the same house, and after 
dinner one of our company (an agreeable man 
enough otherwise) stands up, and reads your pa« 
per to us all. We are the civilest people in the 
world to one another, and therefore I am forced 
to this way of desiring our reader when he is 
doing this office, not to stand afore the fire. This 
will be si general good to our family, this cold 
weather. He will, I know, take it to be our 
common request when he comes to these words, 
"Pray, sir, sit down ;" which I desire you to in- 
sert) and you will particularly oblige 

Your daily reader, 
Charity Frost.^ 
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'I AM a great lover of dancing, but cannot 
perform so well as some others ; however by my 
out-of-the-way capers, and some original grinia- 
ces, I do not fail to divert the company, particu* 
larly the ladies, who laugh immoderately all the 
time. Some, who pretend to be my friends, tell 
me they do it in derision, and would advise me to 
leave it off, withal that I make myself ridiculous. 
I do not know what to do in this afHur, but I am 
resolved not to give over upon any account, until 
I have the opinion of the Spectator. 

Your humble servant, 
John Trott.* 

* If Mr. Trott is not awkward out of time, 
he has a right to dance let who will laugh ; but if 
he has no ear he will interrupt others : and I am 
of opinion he should sit still. Given under my 
hand this fifth of February, 1711-12. 

T. The Spectator/ 
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' Egregio insperaoa reprSndaa corpore navos, 

HoR. 1 Sat Ti. 6j5. 

As perfeet beauties somewhere have a mole. 

CitEECH. 

After what I have said in my last Saturday's pa- 
per, I shall enter on the subject of this without 
further pre&ce, and remark the several defects 
which appear in the fable, the characters, the 
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sentiments, and the language of Milton's Paradise 
Lost; not doubting but the reader will pardon 
me, if I allege at the same time whatever may be 
said for the extenuation of such defects. The 
first imperfection which I shall observe in the 
fable is, that the event of it is unhappy. 

The fable of every poem is, according to Aris- 
totle's division, either simple or implex. It is 
called simple when there is no change of fortune 
in it ; implex, when the fortune of the chief actor 
changes from bad to good, or from good to bad. 
The implex fable is thought the most perfect : I 
suppose, because it is more proper to stir up the 
passions of the reader, and to surprise him with 
a greater variety of accidents. 

The implex fable is therefore of two kinds : in 
the first, the chief actor makes his way through 
a long series of dangers and difficulties, until he 
arrives at honour and prosperity, as we see in the 
stories of Ulysses and ^neas; in the second, the 
chief actor in the poem falls from some eminent 
pitch of honour and prosperity, into misery and 
disgrace. Thus we see Adam and Eve sinking 
from a state of innocence and happiness, into the 
most abject condition of sin and sorrow. 

The most taking tragedies among the ancients 
were built on this last sort of implex fable, par- 
ticularly the tragedy of CEdipus, which proceeds 
upon a story, if we may believe Aristotle, the most 
proper for tragecfy that could be invented by the 
wit of man. I have taken some pains in a former 
paper to shew, that this kind of implex fable, 
¥(.berein the event is unhappy, is more apt to af- 
fect an audience than that of the first kind ; not- 
withstanding many excellent pieces among the 
ancients, as well as most of those which have been 
written of late years in our own country, are rai- 
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sed upon contrary plans. I must however own, 
that I think this kind of fable, which is the most 
perfect in tragedy, is not so proper for an heroic 
poem. 

Milton seems to have been sensible of this ini- 
perfection in his fable, and has therefore endea- 
voured to cure it by several expedients; particu- 
larly by the mortification which the great adversa- 
ry of mankind meets with upon his return to the 
assembly of infernal spirits, as it is described in a 
beautiful passage of the third book ; and likewise 
by the vision wherein Adam, at the close of the 
poem, sees his offspring triumphing over his 
great enemy, and himself restored to a happier 
paradise than that from which he fell. 

There is another objection against Milton's fa<^ 
ble, which is indeed almost the same with the 
former, though placed in a different light, namely 
—That the hero in the Paradise Lost is unsuc- 
cessful, and by no means a match for his enemies. 
This gave occasion to Mr. D^yden's reflection), 
that the devil was in reality Milton's hero. I think 
I have obviated this objection in my first paper. 
The Paradise Lost is an epic, or a narrative poem^ 
and he that looks for an hero in it, searches for 
that which Milton never intended ; but if he will 
needs fix the name of an hero upon any person in 
it, it is certainly the Messiah who is the hero, 
both in the principal action, and in the chief epi- 
sodes. Paganism could not fui^ish out a real ac- 
tion for a fable greater than that of the Iliad or 
^neid, and therefore an heathen could not form 
an higher notion of a poem than one of that kind 
which they call an heroic. Whether Milton's is 
not of a sublimef nature I will not presume to de-*- 
termine ; it is suflicient that I shew there is in the 
Paradise Lost M the greatness of plan, regularity 
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of design, and masterly beauties which we disco* 
ver in Homer and Virgil, 

I must in the next place observe, that Milton 
has interwoven in the texture of this fable some 
particulars which do not seem to have probability 
enough for an epic poem, particularly in the ac- 
tions which he ascribes to Sin and Death, and the 
picture which he draws of the • Limbo of Vanity,* 
with other passages in the second book. Such al- 
legories rather savour of the spirit of Spenser and 
Ariosto, than of Homer and Virgil. 

In the structure of his poem he has likewise 
admitted too many digressions. It is finely ob- 
served by Aristotle, that the author of an heroic 
poem should seldom speak himself, but throw as 
much of his work as he can into the mouths of 
those who are his principal actors. Aristotle has 
given no reason for this precept ; but I presume 
it is because the mind of the reader is more awed, 
and elevated, when he hears iEneas or Achilles 
speak, than when Virgil or Homer talk in their 
6wn persons: Besides that assuming the char- 
acter of an eminent man is apt to fire the imagi- 
nation, and raise the ideas of the author. Tully 
tells us, mentioning hks dialogue of old s^e, in 
which Cato is the chief speaker, that upon a re- 
view of it he was agreeably imposed upon, and 
fancied that it was Cato, and not he himself, who 
uttered hi& thoughts on that subject. 

If the reader would be at the pains to see how 
the story of the Ili^d and the iEneid is delivered 
by those persons who act in it, he will be surpri- 
sed to find how little either of these poems pro- 
ceeds from the authors. Milton has, in the gen- 
eral disposition of his fable, very finely observed 
this great rule ; insomuch that there is scarce a 
tenth part of it which comes from die poet; the 
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rest is spoken cither by Adam or Eve, or by some 
good or evil spirit who is engaged, either in their 
destruction, or defence. 

From what has been here observed it appears, 
that digressions are by no means to be allowed of 
in an epic poem. If the poet, even in the ordina- 
ry course of his narration, should speak as little 
as possible, he should certainly never let his nar- 
ration sleep for the sake of any reflections of bis 
own. I have often observed, with a secret admi- 
ration, that the longest reflection in the ^neid is 
in that passage of the tenth book, where Turnus is 
represented as dressing himself in the spoils of 
I'allas, whom he had slain. Virgil here lets his 
fable stand still, for the sake of the following re- 
mark. * How is the mind of man ignorant of fu- 
turity, and unable to bear prosperous fortune with 
moderation ! The time will come when Tumus 
shall wish that he had left the body of Pallas un- 
touched, and curse the day on which he dressed 
himself in these spoils.' As the great event of 
the ^nieid, and the des^th of Turnus, whom -£nc- 
as slew because he saw him adorned with the 
spoils of Pallas, turns upon this incident, Virgil 
went out of his way to make this reflection upon 
it, without which so small a circumstance might 
possibly have slipt out of his reader's memory. 
Lucan, who was an injudicious poet, lets drop his 
story very frequently for the sake of his unneces- 
sary digressions, or his divdrticutOy as Scaliger 
calls them. If he give us an account of the pro- 
digies which preceded the civil war, he declaims 
upon the occasion, and shews how much happier 
it would be for man, if he did not feel his evil for- 
tune before it comes to pass ; and suffer not only 
by its real weight, but by the apprehension of it. 
Milton's complaint for his blindness; his pjinegy- 
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Tie on marriage, his reflections on Adam and 
Eve's going naked, of the angels' eatiiig, and se- 
veral other passages in his pbem, are liable to the 
same exception, though I must confess there is so 
great a beauty in these very digressions, that I 
vould not wish them out of his poem. 

I have in a former paper spoken of the charac- 
ters of Milton's Paradise Lost, and declaimed my 
opinion as to the allegorical persons who are in- 
troduced in it. 

If we look into the sentiments, I think they are 
sometimes defective under the following heads ; 
first, as there are several of them too much poin- 
ted, and some that degenerate even into puns. Of 
this last kind I am afraid is that in the first book^ 
where, speaking of the pygmies, he calls them 

The small infantry 
Warp'd on by cranes——. 

Another blemish that appears in some of his 
thoughts, is his frequent allusion to heathen fables, 
which are not certainly of a piece with the divine 
subject of which he treats. I do not find fault with 
these allusions where the poet himself represents 
them as fabulous, as he does in some places, but 
where he mentions them as truths and matters of 
fact. The limits of my paper will not give mc 
leave to be particular in instances of this kind ;; 
the reader will easily remark them in his perusal 
of the poem. 

A third fault in his sentiments is an unneces- 
saiy ostentation of learning, which likewise occurs 
very frequently. It is certain that both Homer 
and Virgil were masters of all the learning of 
their times, but it shews itself in their works 
after an indirect and concealed manner. Milton 
seems apabitious of letting us know, by his ex- 
cursions on free-will and predestination, and his 
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many glances upon history, astronomy, geogra- 
phy, and the like, as well as by the terms and 
phrases he sometimes makes use of, that he 
was acquainted with the whole circle of arts and 
sciences. 

If in the last place we consider the language of 
this great poet, we must allow what I have hinted 
in a former paper, that it is often too much 
laboured, and sometimes obscured by old words» 
transpositions, and foreign idioms. Seneca's ob- 
objection to the style of a great author, * Riget 
ejus oratioj tiihii in ed filacidum^ nihil lency is 
what many critics make to Milton. As I cannot 
wholly refute it, so I have already apologized for 
it in another paper: to which I may further add, 
that Milton's sentiments and ideas were so won- 
derfully sublime, that it would have been impos- 
sible for him to have represented them in their 
full strength and beauty, without having recourse 
to these foreign assistances. Our language sunk 
under him, and was unequal . to that greatness of 
soul which furnished him with such glorious con- 
ceptions. 

A second fault in his language is, that he often 
affects a kind of jingle in his words, as in the 
following passages and many others i 

And brought into the world a world of woe. 

Begirt th' Almighty tlirone 
Beseeching or besieging ' 
This templed our attempt 



At one sbght bound high overleapt all bound. 

I know there;are figures for this kind of speech ; 
that some of the greatest ancients have been 
guilty of it, and that Aristotle himself has given 
it a place in his rhetoric among the beauties of 
that art. But as it is in itself poor and trifling, it 
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is, I think, at present universally exploded by all 
the masters of polite writing. 

The last fault which I shall take notice of in 
Milton's style, is the frequent use of what the 
learned call technical words, or terms of art. It is 
one of the greatest beauties of poetry, to make 
hard things intelligible, and to deliver what is 
abstruse of itself in such easy language as may be 
understood bv ordinary readers ; besides that the 
knowledge of a poet should rather seem bom with 
him, or inspired, than drawn from books and sys- 
tems. I have often wondered how Mr. Dryden 
<:ould translate a passage out of Virgil after the 
following manner : 

Tack to the larboard and stand off to sea. 
Veer starboard sea and land. — — • 

Milton makes use of larboard in the same manner. 
When he is upon building, he mentions doric 
pillars, pilasters, cornice, freeze, architrave. When 
he talks of heavenly bodies, you meet with ecliptic 
and eccentric, the trepidation, stars dropping from 
the zenith, rays culminating from the equator : to 
which might be added many instances of the like 
kind in several other arts and sciences. 

I shaU in my next papers give an account of 
the many particular beauties in Milton, which 
would have been too long to insert under those 
general heads I have already treated of, and witK 
which I intend to conclude this piece of criticism. 



T ^ 
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< The next that came was a tradesma|i, no less 
full of the age than the former ; for he had the 
gallantry to tell me, that at a late junket which 
he was invited to, the motion being made, and 
the question being put, it was by maid, wife, and 
widow resolved nemine contradicentCj that a young 
sprightly journeyman is absolutely necessary in 
their way of business : to which they had the as* 
sent and concurrence of the husbands present. 
I dropt him a curtsey, and gave kim to under- 
stand that was his audience of leave, 

^ I am reckoned pretty, and have had very many 
advances besides tliese ; but have been very averse 
to hear any of them, from my observation on 
those above-mentioned, until I hoped some good 
from the character of my present admirer, a cler- 
gyman. But I find even among them there are 
indirect practices in relation to love, and our 
treaty is at present a little in suspense, until 
some circumstances are cleared. There is a 
charge against him among the women, and the 
case is this ; It is alleged, that a certain endowed 
female would have appropriated herself to, and 
consolidated herselt with a church which my divine 
now enjoys (or, which is the saipe thing, did 
prostitute herself to her friend's doing this for 
her) : that my ecclesiastic^ to obtain the one, did 
engage himself to take to the other that" lay on 
hand ;. but that on his success in the spiritual, he 
again renounced the carnal. 

* I put this closely to him, and taxed him with 
disingenuity. He to clear himself made the sub- 
sequent defence, and that in the most solemn 
manner possible : — that he was applied to, and in- 
stigated to accept of a benefice : — ^that a condi- 
tional offer thereof was indeed made him at first, 
but with disdain by him rejected :-~that when 
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i;iothing (as they easily perceived) of this nature 
"Could bring him to their purpose, assurance of 
his being entirely unengaged before hand, and 
safe from all their after-expectations, (the only 
stratagem left to draw him in) was given him :•— 
that pursuant to this the donation itself was with- 
out delay, before several reputable witnesses, 
tendered to him gratis, with the open profession 
of not the least reserve, or most minute condition : 
but that yet immediately after induction, his in- 
sidious introducer (or her crafty procurer, which 
you will) industriously spread the report which 
had reached my ears, not only in the neighbour- 
hood of that said church, but in London, in the 
university, in mine and his own country, and 
wherever else it might probably obviate his ap- 
plication to any other woman^ and so confine him 
to this alone : in a word, that as he never did 
make any previous offer of his service, or the 
least step to her affection ; so on his discovery of 
these designs thus laid to trick him, he could not 
but afterwards, in justice to himself, vindicate 
both his innocence and freedom, by keeping his 
proper distance. 

^ This is his apology, and I think I shall be satis- 
fied with it. But I cannot conclude my tedious 
epistle without recommending to you not only 
toresume your former chastisement, but to add to 
your criminals the simoniacal ladies, who seduce 
the sacred order into |:he difficulty of either break- 
ing a mercenary troth made to them, whom they 
ought not to deceive, or by breaking or keeping 
it offending against Him whom they cannot de- 
ceive. Your assistance and labours of this sort 
would be of great benefit, and your speedy thoughts 
on this subject would be very reasonable to, sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

T. Chastity Loveworth.* 
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Milo Ventmnam, gvdm te, Cornelia^ mater 
Gracchorum, at cum magius virtutibus offers 
Grande auperdlium, et numeras in dote triumphca^ 
Telle tuum pre cor Annibalem, victumgue Syphacem 
hi caitris s ft cum tot^ Carthagine migra. 

Juv. Sat vL 166. 

Some country girl, scarce to a curtsey bred. 
Would I much rather than Cornelia ved ; 
If supercilious, haughty, proud, and vain. 
She brourht her father^s triumphs in her train. 
Away with all your Carthaginian state ; 
liCt vanquish'd Hannibal without doors wait, 
1*00 burly and too big to pass my narrow gate. 

Dryde^. 

It is observed, that a man improves more by 
reading the story of a person eminent for pru- 
dence and virtue, than by the finest rules and pre* 
cepts of morality. In the same manner a repre- 
sentation of those calamities and misfortunes 
which a weak man suffers from wrong measures, 
and ill coniceited schemes of life, is apt to make 
a deeper impression upon our minds, than the 
wisest maxims and instructions that can be given 
us, for avoiding the like follies and indiscretions 
in our own private conduct. It is for this reason 
that I lay before my reader the following letter, 
and leave it with him to make his own use of it, 
without adding any reflections of my own upon 
the subject matter. 

' MR. SPECTATOR, 

* Having carefully perused a letter sent 
you by Josiah Frible, Esq. with your subsequent 
discourse upon pin-money, I do presume to trou- 
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ble you with an account of my own case, which 
I look upon to be no less deplorable than that of 
squire Fribble. I am a person of no extraction} 
having begun the world with a, small parcel of 
rusty iron, and was for some years commonly 
Jknown by the name of Jack Anvil.* I have na- 
turally a very happy genius for getting money, 
insomuch that by the age of five and twenty, 
I had scraped together four thousand two hun- 
dred pounds five shillings and a few odd pence. 
I then launched out into considerable business, 
and became a bold trader both by sea and land, 
which in afew years raised me a very great fortune. 
For these my good services I was knightedin the 
thirty-fifth year of my age, and lived with great 
dignity among my city neighbours by the name of 
Sir John Anvil. Being in my temper very am- 
bitious, I was now bent upon making a family, and 
accordingly resolved that my descendants should 
have a dash of good blood in their veins. In or- 
der to this, I made love to the Lady Mary Oddly, 
an indigent young woman of quality. To cut 
short the marriage-treaty, I threw her a charts 
blanc/ie, as our news-papers call it, desiring her 
to write upon it her own terms. She was very 
concise in her demands, insisting only that the 
disposal of my fortune, and the regulation of my 
family, should be entirely in her hands. Her fa- 
ther and brothers appeared exceedingly averse to 

^ It has been said by some, that the author of this letter 
alluded here to Gore, of Tring, and Lady Mary Comp- 

ton ; but others vith more probability have assured the anno- 
tator, tliat the letter referred to Sir Ambrose Crowley an4 
his Lady. See Tat efl. 1786, cr. 8vo. vol. t. additional notes, 
^. 405 and 406. N. B. This ironmonger changed his ntaaie 
irom Orowley to Crawley, a folly which seems to be ridiculed 
here, by the change of Anvil into Envil, absurdly made by 
^ Lady, i 
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this match, and would not see me for some time ; 
hut at present are so well reconciled, ^hat they 
dine with me almost every day, and have borrowed 
considerable sums of me ; which my lady Mary 
very often twits me with, when she would shew 
mc how kind her relations are to me. She had no 
portion, as I told you before ; but what she want- 
jed in fortune she makes up in spirit. She at first 
changed my name to Sir John Envil, and at pre- 
sent writes herself Mary Enville. I have had 
some children by her, whom she has christened 
with the surnames of her family^ in order, as she 
tells me, to wear out the homeliness of their pa- 
rentage by the father's side. Our eldest son is 
the honourable Oddly Enville, Esq. and our eldest 
daughter Harriot Enville. Upon her first coming 
into my family, she turned off a parcel of very 
careful servants, who had been long with me, and 
introduced in their stead a couple of black-a- 
moors, and three or four very genteel fellows in 
laced liveries, besides her French woman, who is 
perpetually making a noise in the house, in a lan- 
guage which nobody understands, except my L^- 
dy Mary. She next set herself to reform every 
room of my house, having glazed all my chim- 
ney-pieces with looking-glasses, and planted 
every corner with such heaps of china, that I am 
obliged to move about my own house with the 
greatest caution and circumspection^ for fear of 
hurting some of our brittle furniture. She 
makes an illumination once a weekwith wax can- 
dles in one of the largest rooms, in order, as she 
phrases it, to see company ; at which time she 
always desires me to be abroad, or to confine my- 
self to the cockloft, that I may not disgrace her 
among her visitants of quality. Her footmen, as 
I told you before, are such beaus that I do not 



No. 299. SPECTATOR.. ^ 

much care for asking them questions ; when I 
do, they answer me with a saucy frown, and say 
that every thing which I find fault with was done 
by my Lady Mary's order. She tells me, that 
she intends they shall wear swords with their 
next liveries, having lately observed the footmen 
of two or three persons of quality hanging behind 
the coach with swords by their sides. As soon 
as the first honeymoon was over, I represented 
to her the unreasonableness of those daily inno- 
vations which she made in my family ; but she 
told me, I was no longer to consider myself as 
Sir John Anvil, but as her husband ; and added, 
with a frown, that I did not seem to know who 
she was. I was surprised to be treated thus, after 
such familiarities as had passed between us. But 
slie has since given me to know, that whatever 
freedoms she may sometimes indulge me in, she 
expects in general to be treated with the respect 
that is due to her birth and quality. Our children 
have been trained up from their infancy with so 
many accounts of their mother's family, that they 
know the stories of all the great men and women 
it has produced. Their mother tells them, that 
such an one commanded in such a sea-engage- 
ment, that their great-grandfather had a horse 
shot under him at Edge-hill, that their uncle was 
at the siege of Buda, and that her mother danced 
In a ball at court with the Duke of Monmouth ; 
with abundance of fiddle-faddle of the same na- 
ture. I was the other day a little out of counte- 
nance at a question of my little daughter Harriot, 
who asked me, with a great deal of innocence, 
why I never told them of the generals and admi- 
rals that had been in my family ? As for my 
eldest son. Oddly, he has been so spirited up by 
his mother, that if he does not mend his manners 

VOL. V. u 
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I shall go Bear to disinherit him. He -drew his 
sword tipon me before he wsfs nine years old, 
and told me that he expected to be used like a 
gentleman : upon my offering to correct him for 
his insolence, my I-iady Mary stept in between us 
and told me I ought to consider there was some 
difference between his mother and mine. She is 
perpetually finding out the features of her own 
relations in every one of my children, though, by 
the way, I have a little chubfaced boy as like me 
as he can stare, if I durst say so: but what most 
angers me, when she sees me playing with any 
of them upon my knee, she has begged me more 
than once to converse with the children as little 
as possible, that they may not learn any of my 
awkward tricks. 

' You must further know, since I am opening 
my heart to you, that she thinks herself my su- 
perior in sense, as much as she is in quality, and 
thereTore treats me like a plain well-meaning 
man, who does not know the world* She dictates 
to me in my own business, sets me right in points 
of trade, and if I disagree with her about any of 
my ships at sea, wonders that I will depute with 
her, when I know very well that her great-grand- 
father was a flag-officer. 

* To complete my sufferings, she has teased 
me for this quarter of a year last past to remove 
into one of the squares at the other end of the 
town, promising, for my encouragement, that I 
shall have as good a cock-loft as any gentleman 
in the square; to which the Honourable Oddly 
Enville, Esq. alway adds, like a jack-a-napes as 
he is, that he hopes it will be as near the court as 
possible. 

' In short, Mr. Spectator, I am so much out of 
my natural element, that to recover njy old way 
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of life I. would be content to begin the world 
^gain, and be plain Jack Anvil : but, alas I I am 
in for life, and am bound to subscribe myself, 
with great sorrow of heart. 

Your humble servant,' 
L. John EnvillSi, Knt.' 
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— — Diversum vitio vitmm prop^ majus.^ 

HoR. 1 £p. xViU. 5. 

— Another failing of the mind, 
Cireater than this, of a quite different kind. 

POOLEY. 
* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* When you talk of the subject of love, 
and the relations arising from it, methinks fou 
-should take care to leave no fault unobserved 
vrhich concerns the state of marriage. The 
great vexation that I have observed in it is, that 
the wedded couple seem to want opportunities of 
being often enough alone together, and are forced 
to quarrel and be fond before company. Mr. 
Hotspur ^ind his lady, in a room full of their 
friends, are ever saying something so smart to 
each other, and that but just within rules, that 
the whole company stand in the utmost anx- 
iety and suspense, for fear of their falling into 
extremities which they could not be present 
at". On the other side, Tom Faddle and his 
pretty spouse, wherever they come, are bil- 
ling at such a rate, as they think must do our 
}\earts good to behold them. Cannot you possibly 
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propose a mean between being wasps and doves 
in public ? I should think, if you advised to hate 
or love sincerely it would be better : for if they 
would be so discreet as to hate from the very bot- 
toms of their hearts, their aversion would be too 
strong for little gibes every moment : and if they 
loved with that calm and noble valour which dwells 
in the heart, with a warmth like that of life-blood, 
they would not be so impatient of their passions as 
to fall into observable fondness. This method, in 
each case, would save appearances ; but as those 
who offend on the fond side are by much the fewer, 
I would have you begin with them,and go on to take 
notice of a most impertinent license married wo- 
men take, not only to be very loving to their spou* 
ses in public, but also make nauseous allusions to 
private familiarities, and the like. Lucina is a lady 
of the greatest discretion, you must know, in the 
world ; and withal very much a physician. Upon 
the strength of these two qualities there is nor- 
thing she will not speak of before us virgins , and 
she every day talks with a very grave air in such 
a manner, as is very improper so much as to be 
hinted at but to obviate the greatest extremity. 
Those whom they call good bodies, notable peo- 
ple, hearty neighbours, and the purest goodest 
company in the world, are the great offenders in 
this kind. Here I think I have laid before you 
an open field for pleasantry; and hope you will 
shew these people that at least they are not witty ; 
in which you will save from many a blush a daily 
sufferer, who is very much 

Your most humble servant, 

Susannah Loveworth.* 

* mr. spectator, 

* In yours of Wednesday the 30th past, you 
and your correspondents are very severe on a sort 
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of men, whom yotvcall male^ coquettes ; but with* 
out any other reason, in my apprehension, than 
that of paying a shallow compliment to the fair 
sex, by accusing some men of imaginary faults, 
that the women may not seem to be the more 
feulty sex ; though at the same time you suppose 
there are some so weak as to be imposed upon by 
fine things and false addresses. I cannot persuade 
myself that your design is to debar the sexes the 
benefit of each other's conversation within the 
rules of honour; nor will you, I dare say, recom- 
mend to them, or encourage theeommon tea-table 
talk, much less that of politics and matters of 
state; and if these are forbidden subjects of dis- 
course, then, as long as there are any women in 
the world who take a pleasure in hearing them- 
selves praised, and can bear the sight of a man 
prostrate at their feet, so long I shall make no 
wonder, that there are those of the other^ sex who 
will pay them those impertinent humiliations. 
We should have few people such fools as to prac* 
tise flattery, if all were so wise as to despise it. 
I do not deny but you would do a meritorious act, 
if you could prevent all impositions on the sim* 
plicity of young women ; but I must confess, I do 
not apprehend you have laid the fault on the 
proper persons; and if I trouble you with my 
thoughts upon it, I promise myself your pardon. 
Such of the sex as are raw and innocent, and 
most exposed to these attacks, have, or their pa- 
rents are much to blame if they have not, 6ne to 
advise and^uard them, and ai*e obliged themselves 
to take care of them ; but if these who ought to 
hinder men from all opportunities of this sort of 
conversation, instead of that encourage and pro- 
mote it, the suspicion is very just that there are 
some private reasons for it ; and I will leave it to 

u2 
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you to determine pn which side a part is then 
acted. Some women there are who are arrived 
at years of discretion, I mean are got out of the 
hdnd of their parents and governors, and are set 
up for themselves, who are yet liable to these 
attempts; but if\hese are prevailed upon, you 
must excuse me if I lay the &ult upon them, that 
their wisdom is not grown with their years. My 
client, Mr. Strephon, whom you summon to de- 
clare himself, gives you thanks however for your 
warning, and begs the favour only to enlarge his 
time for a week, or to the last day of the term, 
and then he will appear gratis and pray no day 

over, 

Yours, 

Philanthropos.' 

< mr. spectator, 

* 1 WAS last night to visit a lady whom I 
ipiuch esteem and always took for my friend; but 
tnet with so very different a reception from what 
I expected, that I cannot help applying myself to 
you on this occasion. In the room of that civility 
and familiarity I used to be treated with by her, 
an affected strangeness in her looks, and coldness 
in her behaviour, plainly told I was not the wel- 
come guest which the regard and tenderness she 
has often expressed for me gave me reason to 
flatter myself to think I was. Sir, this is certainly 
a great fault, and I assure you a very common 
one; therefore I hope you will think it a fit 
subject for some part of a Spectator. Be pleased 
to acquaint us how we must behave ourselves 
towards this valetudinary friendship, subject to so 
many heats and colds, and you will oblige, 

SIR, 

Your YvMCdbU servant, 
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* SIR, 

* I CANNOT forbear acknow^dging the de- 
light your late Spectators on Saturdays have 
given me ; for they are writ in the honest spirit 
of criticism, and called to my mind the follawing 
four lines I had read long since in a prologue to 
a play called Julius Caesar,* which has deserved 
a better fate. The versG3 are addressed to the 
little critics : 

Shew jout small talent afid let tliat suffice ye ; 
But grow not vaiu upon it, I advise ye. 
For every fop can find out faults in plays : 
You'll ne er arrive at knowing when to praise. 

Yours, 
T. D. G. 
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Possint ut juveTiee visere fervidi 
y tMulto non tine riauy 

Dilapaam in cineres facem. 

HoR. 4 0d. xiii.26. 

That all may laugh to see that glaring light, 

Which lately shone so fierce an^ bri|;ht, 
End in a stink at last, and vanish into mght 

Anon. 

We are generally so much pleased with any little 
accomplishments, either of body or mind, which 
have once made us remarkable in the world, that 
we endeavour to persuade ourselves it is not in 

* A tragedy by William Alexander, Earl of Stirling, foL 
1629, and much the most regulai;' aibd dramatic piece of thi& 
noble author. 
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the power of time to rob us of them. We are 
eternally pursuing the same methods which first 
procured us the applauses of mankind. It is from 
this notion that an author writes on, though he is 
come to dotage ; without ever considering that his 
memory is impaired, and that he hath lost that life, 
and those spirits, which formerly raised his fancy, 
and fired his imagination. The same folly hin- 
ders a man from submitting his behaviour to his 
age, and makes Clodius, who was a celebrated 
dancer at five and twenty, still love to hobble in a 
minuet, though he is past threescore. It is this, 
in a word, which fills the town with elderly fops 
and superannuated coquettes. 

Canidia, a lady of this latter species, passed by 
me yesterday in a coach. Canidia was an haughty 
beauty of the last age, and was followed by crowds 
of adorers, whose passions only pleased her, as 
they gave her opportunities of playing the tyrant. 
She then contracted that awful cast of the eye and 
forbidding frown, which she has not yet laid aside, 
and has still all the insolence of beauty without its 
charms. If she now attracts the eyes of any be- 
holders, it is only by being remarkably ridiculous; 
even her own sex laugh at her affectation ; and 
the men, who always enjoy an ill-natured pleasure 
in seeing an imperTous beauty humbled and ne- 
glected, regard her with the same satisfaction 
that a free nation sees a tyrant in disgrace. 

Will Honeycomb, who is a great admirer of ] 
the gallantries in King Charles the Second's ' 
reign, lately communicated to me a letter written? 
by a wit of that age to his mistress, who it seema| 
was a lady of Canidia's humour ; and though I dtif 
not always approve of my friend Will's taste, J 
liked this letter so well, that I took a copy of il^ 
with which I shall here present my reader ; J 
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TO CLOJE. 

<MADAM| 

* Since my waking thoughts have nev^r 
been able to influence you in my favour, I am re- 
solved to try whether my dreams can make any 
impression on you. To this end I. shall give you 
an account of a very odd one which my fancy pre- 
sented to me last night, within a few hours after 
I left you. 

* Methought I was unaccountably conveyed into 
the most delicious place mine eyes ever beheld : 
it was a large valley divided by a river of the 
purest water I had ever seen. The ground on 
each side of it rose by an easy ascent, and was 
covered with flowers of an infinite variety, which, 
as they were reflected in the water, doubled the 
beauties of the place, or rather formed an ima^ 
ginary scene more beautiful than the real. On 
each side of the river was a range of lofty trees, 
whose boughs were loaded with almost as many 
birds as leaves. Every tree was full of harmony* 
< I had not gone far in this pleasant valley, when 
I perceived that it was terminated by a most mag- 
nificent temple. The structure was ancient and 
regular. On the top of it was figured the god 
Saturn, in the same shape and dress that the poets 
usually represent Time. 

* As I was advancing to satisfy my curiosity by 
a nearer view, I was ^topped by anpbject far more 
beautiful than any I had before discovered in the 
whole place. I fancy, madam, you will easily 
guoss that this could hardly be any thing but 
yourself: in reality it was so ; you lay extended 
on the flowers by the side of the river, so that 
your hands, which were thrown in a negligent 
posture, almost touched the water. Your eyes 
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were closed ; but if your sleep deprived me of 
the satisfaction of seeing them, it left me at leis- 
ure to contemplate several other charms, which 
disappear when your eyes are open. I could not 
but admire the tranquillity you slept in, especi- 
ally when I considered the uneasiness you produce 
in so many others. 

* While I was wholly taken up in these reflec- 
tions, the doors of the temple flew open, with a 
very great noise ; and lifting up my eyes, I saw 
two figures, in human shape, coming into the 
Valley. Upon a nearer survey, I found them to be 
Youth and Love. The first was encircled with a 
kind of purple light, that spread a glory over all 
the place; the otlier held a flaming torch in his 
hand. I could observe, that all the way as they 
came towards us the colours of the flowers ap- 
peared more lively, the trees shot out in blos- 
soms, the birds threw themselves into pairs, and 
serenaded them as they passed : the whole face 
of liature glowed with new beauties. They were 
no sooner arrived at the place where you lay, than 
they seated themselves on each side of you. On 
their approach methought I saw a new bloQin 
arise in your face, and new charms diffuse them- 
selves over your whole person. You appeared 
more than mortal ; but, to my great surprise, con- 
tinued fast asleep, though the two deities made 
several gentle efforts to awaken you. 

< After a short time. Youth (displaying a pair 
of wings, which I had not before taken notice of) 
flew off. Love still remained, and holding the 
torch which he had in his hand before your facci 
you sdll appeared as beautiful as ever. The 
glaring of the light in your eyes at length awak- 
ened you ; when, to my great surprise, instead of 
acknowledging the favour of the deity, you 
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frowned upoti him, and stnK:k the torch out of his 
hand into the river. The g^d, after having re^^ 
garded you with a look that spoke at once his 
pity and displeasure, flew away. Immediately a 
kind of gloom overspread the whole place. At 
the same time I saw a hideous spectre enter at 
one end of the valley. His eyes were sunk into 
his head, his face was pale and withered, and his 
skin puckered up in wrinkles. As he walked on 
the sides of the bank the river froze, the flowers 
faded, the trees shed their blossoms, the birds 
dropped from off the boughs, and fell dead at his 
feet. By these marks I knew him to be Old Age, 
You were seized with the utmost horror and 
amazement at his approach. You endeavoured 
to have fled, but the phantom caught you in his 
arms. You may easily guess at the change you 
suffered in this embrace. For my own part, 
though I am still too full of the dreadful idea, I 
will not shock you with a description of it. I 
i^as so startled at the sight, that my sleep imme- 
diately left me, and I found myself awake, at let- 
sure to consider of a dream which seems too ex- 
traordinary to be without a meaning. I am, ma- 
dam, with the greatest passion. 

Your most obedient, 
X. most huiiible servant, kc' 
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Lachrytnaqve tlecorte. 



Gratior etpulckro veiUetis in corpore virtus. 

ViRG. JEn. V. 343» 

Becoming sorrows, and a virtuous mind 
More lovely, in a beauteous form enshrinM. 

1 READ what I give for the entertainment of this 
day with a great deal of pleasure, and publish it 
just as it came to my hands. I shall be very glad 
to find there are many guessed at for Emilia. 

^ MR. SPECTATOR, 

< If this paper has the good fortune to be 
honoured with a place in your writings, I shall be 
the more pleased, because the character of Emi- 
lia is not an imaginary bat a real one. I have in- 
dustrious fy obscured the whole by the addition 
of one or two circumstances of no consequence, 
that the person it is drawn from might still be 
concealed ; and that the writer of it might not be 
in the least suspected, and for some other reasons, 
I choose not to give it in the form of a letter : 
but if, besides the faults of the composition, 
there be any thing in it more proper for a corres- 
pondent than the Spectator himself to write, I sub- 
mit it to your better judgment, to receive any 
other model you think fit. 

I am, SIR, 

Your very humble servant' 

There is nothing which gives one so pleasing 
a prospect of human nature, as the contempla- 
tion of wisdom and beauty: the latter is the pe^ 
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culiar portion of that sex which is therefore cal- 
led fair; but the happy concurrence of both these 
excellencies in the ssLjne person, is a character 
too celestial to be frequently met with. Beauty 
is an over-weening self-sufficient thing, careless 
of providing itself any more substantial orna- 
ments ; nay, so little does it consult its own inter- 
ests, that it too often defeats itself, by betraying 
that innocence, which renders it lovely and de- 
sirable. As therefore virtue makes a beautiful 
woman appear more beautiful, so beauty makes 
a virtuous woman really more virtuous. Whilst 
I am considering these two perfections glorious- 
ly united in one person, I cannot help represent- 
ing to my mind the image of Emilia. 

Who ever beheld the charming Emilia, with- 
<!»ut feeling in his breast at once the glow of love^ 
and the tenderness of virtuouii friendship ? The 
unstudied graces of her behaviour, and the pleas-^ 
ing accents of her tongue, insensibly draw you 
on to wish for a nearer enjoyment of them ; but 
even her smiles carry in them a silent reproof to 
the impulses of licentious love. Thus, though 
the attractives of her beauty play almoSt irresis- 
tibly upon you, and create desire, you immedi- 
ately stand corrected, not by the severity, but the 
decency of her virtue. That sweetness and good- 
humour, which is so visible in her fkce, naturally 
diffuses itself into every word and action : a man 
must be a savage, who, at the sight of Emilia, is 
not more inclined to do her good, than gratify 
himself. Her person as it is thus studiously em- 
bellished by nature, thus adorned with unpreme* 
ditated graces, is a fit lodging for a mind so fair 
aiid lovely ^ there dwell rational piety, modest 
hope, and cheerful resignation. 

Many of the prevaihng passions of mankind 

VOL. V. X 
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do undeservedly pass under the name of reli- 
gion ; \vbich is thus made to express itself in ac- 
tion, according to the nature of the constitution 
in which it resides ; so that w^re we to make a 
judgment from appearances, one would imagine 
religion in some is little better than suUenness 
and reserve, in many fear, in others the despond- 
ings of a melancholy complexion, in others the 
formality of insignificant unaffecting observances^ 
in others severity, in others ostentation. In Emilia 
it is a principle founded in reason, and oiUvened 
with hope ; it does notbreak forth into irregular fits 
and sallies of devotion, but is an uniform and con* 
sistent tenour of action : it is strict without severi- 
ty ; compassionate without weakness ; it is the per-p 
fection of that gfood-humour which proceeds 
from the understanding, not the effect of an easy 
constitution. 

By a generous sympathy in nature^ we feel our- 
selves disposed to mourri when any of our fel- 
low creatures ai*e afilicted ; but injured innocence 
and beauty in distress is an object that carries in 
it something inexpressibly moving : it softens 
the most«iiianly heart with the tenderest sensa- 
tions of love and compassion, until at length it 
confesses its humanity, and flows out into tears. 

Were I to relate that part of Emilia's life 
which has given her an opportunity of exerting 
the heroism of Christianity, it would mftke top 
sad, too tender a story : but when I consider her 
alone in the midst of her distresses, looking be- 
yond this gloomy vale of affliction and sorrow^ 
into the joys of heaven and immortality, and when 
I see her in conversation thoughtless and easy, as 
if she were the most happy Creature in the world« 
I am transported witli admiration. Surely never 
did such a philosophic soul inhabit such abc^u- 
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teous form ! For beauty is often made a privi- 
lege s^inst thought and reflection ; it laughs at 
wisdonir and will not abide the gravity of its in- 
structions. 

Werfe I able to represent Emilia's virtues in 
their proper colours, and their due proportions, 
love or flattery mi^ht perhaps be thought to have 
drawn the picture larger than life ; but as this is 
but an imperfect draught of so excellent a cha- 
racter, and as I cannot, I will nbt hope to have 
any interest in her person, all that I can say of 
her is but impartial praise extorted from me by 
the prevailing brightness of her virtues. So 
l*are a pattei*n of female excellence ought not to 
be concealed, but should be set out to the view 
and imitation of the world ; for how amiable does 
virtue appear thus, as it were, made visible to us, 
in so fair an example I 

Honoria's disposition is of a very different 
turn: her thoughts are wholly bent upon con-^ 
que^t and arbiti*ary power. . That she has some 
wit and beauty nobody denies, and therefore has 
the esteem of all her acquaintai)[ce as a woman 
of an agreeable person and conversation; but 
(whatever her husband may think of it) that is 
not sufficient for Honoria: she waves that title 
to respect as a mean acquisition, and demands 
veneration in the right of an idol ; for this rea- 
son her natural desire of life is continually 
checked with an inconsistent fear qf wrinkles 
and old age. 

Emilia cannot be supposed ignoi*ant of her per- 
sonal charms, though she seems to be so ; but 
she will not hold her happiness upon so precari- 
ous a tenure, whilst her mind is adorned with 
beauties of a more exalted and lasting nature. 
When in the full bloom of youth and beauty we 
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saw her surrounded with a cix)wd of adorers, she 
took no pleasure in slaughter and destruction) 
gave no false deluding hopes which might in- 
crease the torments of her disappointed lovers ; 
but having for some time given to the decency of 
a virgin coyness, and examined the merit of their 
several pretensions, she at length gratified her 
own, by resigning herself to the ardent passion of 
Bromius. Bromius was then master of many 
good qualities and a moderate fortune, which was 
soon after unexpectedly increased to a plentiful 
estate. Thisfor a good while proved his misfor* 
tune, as it furnished his unexperienced age with 
the opportunities of evil company, and a sensual 
life. He might have longer wandered in the la- 
byrinths of vice and folly, had not Emilia's pru-* 
dent conduct won him over to the government of 
his reason. Her ingenuity has been constantly 
employed in humanizing his passions, and refi- 
ning his pleasures. She has shewed him by her 
own example, that virtue is consistent with decent 
freedoms, and good-humour, or rather that it can- 
not subsist without them. Her good s^nse readi- 
ly instructed her, that a silent example, and an 
easy unrepining behaviour, will always be more 
persuasive than the severity of lectures *nd ad- 
monitions ; and that there is so much pride inter- 
woven into the make of human nature, tliat an ob- 
sunate man must only take the hint from another^ 
and then be left to advise and correct himself. 
Thus by an artful train of management, and un- 
seen persuasions, having at first brought him not 
to dislike, and at length to be pleased with that 
which otherwise he would iiot have bore to hear 
of, she then knew how to press and secure this ad« 
vantage, by approving it as his thought, and se- 
conding it as his proposal. By this means she 
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has gained an interest in some of his leading pas- 
sionSf and made them accessary to his reformation. 
, There is another particular of Emilia's con- 
duct \7hich I cannot forbear mentioning : to some, 
perhaps, it may at first sight appear but a trifling 
inconsideiuble circumstance: but, for my part, I 
think it highly worthy of observation, and to be 
recommended to the consideration of the fair sex. 
I have often thought wrapping-gowns and dirty 
linen, with all that huddled economy of dress 
which passes under the general name of < a mob,' 
the bane of conjugal love, and one of the readiest 
means imaginable to alienate the affection of an 
husband, especially a fond one. I have heard 
some ladies, who have been surprised by compa- 
ny in such a deshabille, apologize for it after this 
manner: * Truly, I am ashamed to be caught in 
this pickle : but my husband and I were situng all 
alone by ourselves, and I did not expect to see 
such good company.'— -This, by the way, is a fine 
compliment to the good man, which it is ten to 
one but he returns in dogged answers and a chur- 
lish behaviour, without knowing what it i^ that 
puts him oujt of humour. 

Emilia's observation teaches her, that as little 
inadvertencies and neglects cast a blemish upon a 
great character ; so the neglect of apparel, even 
among the most intimate friends, does insensibly 
lessen their regards to each other, by creating a 
familiarity too low and contemptible. She under- 
stands the importance of those things which the 
generality account trifles; and considers every 
thing as a matter of consequence, that has th^ 
least tehdency towards keeping up or abating the 
affection of her husband ; him she esteems as a 
fit object to employ her ingenuity in pleasing, 
' because he is to be pleased for life. 

x2 
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By the help of tbese^ and a thousand other 
nameless arts, ivhich it is easier for her to prac* 
tise than for another to express, by the obstinacy 
of her goodness and unprovoked submission, in 
spite of all her afEictipns and ill uss^evBromius 
is become d. man of sense and a kind husband, and 
Emilia a happy ^ife. 

Ye guardian angels, to whose care heaven has 
intrusted its dear Emilia, guide her still forward 
in the paths of virtue, defend her from the inso- 
lence and wrongs of this undiscerning world; at 
length, when we must no more converse with 
such purity on earth, lead her gently hence, in- 
nocent and unr^provable, to a better place, where, 
by an easy transition from what she now is, she 
may shine forth an angel of light. T. 
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•Volet hac sub luce videri. 



Judicia arji</tifn qua iwnformidat acumen. 

HoR. Ars Poet. ver. 36a. 



-Some choose the dearest light. 



And boldly challenge the most piercing eye. 

lipSCOMMON*. 

I HAVE seen, in the works of a modem philoso- 
pher, a map of the spots in the sun. My last pa- 
per of the faults and blemishes in Milton's Para- 
dise Lost may be considered as a piece of the 
same nature. To pursue the allusion: as it is 
observed, that among the bright parts of the lu- 
minous body abpve-mentioned, there are some 
which glow more intensely, and dart a stronger 
light than others; so, notwithstanding I have al- 
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Fead3r shewn Milton's poem to be very beautiful 
in general, I shall now proceed to take notice of 
such beauties as appear to me more exc^uisite 
than the rest. Milton has proposed the subject 
of his poem in the following verses : 

Of man's first disobedience, and the frnit 
Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 
Brought death into the vorld and all our woe. 
With loss of Eden, till one greater man 
Restores us, and regain the blissful seat. 
Sing heav'nly muse T— 

These lines are, perhaps, as plain, simple, and 
unadorned, as any of the whole poem, in which 
particular the author has conformed himself to 
the example of Homer, and the precept of 
Horace. 

His invocation to a work, which turns in a great 
measure upon the creation of the world, is very 
properly made to the Muse ^ho inspired Moses 
in those books from whence our author drew his 
subject, and to the Holy Spirit who is therein rep- 
i^sented as operating after a particular manner 
in the first production of nature. This whole ex- 
ordium rises very happily into noble language 
and sentiments, as I think the transition to the fa- 
ble is exquisitely beautiful and natural. 

The nine days' astonishment, in which the an- 
gels lay entranced after their dreadful overthrow 
and fall from heaven, before they could recover 
either the use of thought or speech, is a noble 
circumstance, and very finely imagined. The 
division of hell into seas of fire, and into firm 
ground impregnated with the same furious ele- 
ment, with that particular circumst^ce of the 
exclusion of Hope from those infernal regions, 
are instances of the same great and fruitful 
invention. 
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The thoughts in the first speech and descrip- 
tion of Satan^ who is one of the principal actors 
in this poeni} are wonderfully proper to give us 
a full idea of him. His pride, envy, and revenge, 
obstinacy, despair and impenitence, are all of 
them very artfully interwomen. In short, his first 
speech is a complication of all those passions 
which discover themselves separately in several 
other of his speeches in the poem. The whole 
part of this great enemy of mankind is filled with 
such incidents as are very apt to raise and terrify 
the reader's imagination. Of this nature, in the 
book now before us, is his being the ' first that 
awakens out of the general trance, with his pos- 
ture on the burning lake, his rising from it, and 
the description of his shield and spear : 

Thus Satan talking to his nearest mate^ 
With head up-lift above the wavt, and eves 
That sparkling blazM, his other parts beside 
Prone on the flood, extended long and large, 
Layfloating many a rood 
Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 
His mighty stature ; on each hand the flames 
.Driy'n backward slope ther pointing spires, and roll'd 
In billows, leave i' th' midst a horrid vale. 
Then with expanded wings he steeps his flight 
Aloft, incumbent on the dusky air. 
That felt unusual weigh t ■ 
'His pdnd'rous shield 
> Bthereral temper, massy, large and round, ^ 
Behind him cast ; the broad circumference 
Hung on his shoulders like the moon, whose orb 
Through opdc glass the Tuscan artists view 
At ev'ning, from the top of Fesole, 
Or in Valuarno, to descry new lands, 
Kivers, or moontaids, on her spotty globe. 
His spear (to equal which the tallest pine 
Hewn on Norwegian hills to be the mast 
Of some great admiral, were but a wand) 
He walk'd with, to support uneasy steps 
Over the buming marl- 
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To which we may add his call to the fallen an- 
gels that lay plunged and stupified in the sea of 
fire : 

He call'd sb loud, that all the hollow deep 
Of hell resottOided. 

But there is no single passage in 'the whole 
poem worked up to a greater sublimity, than that 
wherein his person is described in those cele- 
brated lines : 



•He, above the rest 



In shape and gesture proudly eminent^ 
Stood like a tower, &c. 

His sentiments are every way answerable to his 
character, and suitable to a created being of the 
most exalted and most depraved nature. Such 
is that in which he takes possession of his place 
of torments i 



•Hail horrors ! hail 



Infernal world ! and thou prbfoundest heD 
Receive thy new possessor, one who brings 
A mind not to be changM by place or time< 

And afterwards : 



-Here at least 



We shall be free ! th' Almighty hath not built 
Here for his envy ; will not drive us hence : 
Here we may reign secure; and in my choice 
To reign is worth ambition, though in Jbdl : > 
Better to reign in hell, than ^rve in heav'n. 

Amidst those impieties which this enraged 
spirit utters in other places of the poem, the 
author has taken care to introduce none that is 
not big with absurdity, and incapable of shocking 
a religious reader ; his ^ords, as the poet himself 
describes them, bearing only a ^semblance of 
worth, not substance.' He is likewise with great 
art described as owning his adversary to be Al* 
mighty. Whatever perverse interpretatiotx h^ 
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puts on the justice, mercy, and other attributes of 
the Supreme Being, he frequently confesses his 
omnipotence, that being the perfection he vas 
forced to allow him^ and the only consideration 
which could support his pride under the shame 
of his defeat. 

Nor must J here omit that beautiful circum- 
stance of his bursting out into tears, upon his 
survey of those innumerable spirits whom he 
had involved in the same guilt and ruin with him- 
self: 



-He now prepar'd 



Tospeak; whereat their doubled ranks they bend 
From wing to wing, and half inclose him round 
WiUi all his peers : Attention held them mute. 
Thrice he assay'd, and thrice, in spite of scom. 
Tears, such as angels weep, burst Ibrth 

The catalogue of evil spirits has abundaoice of 
learning in it, and a very agreeable turn of poetry, 
which rises in a great measure from its describ- 
ing the places where they were worshipped, by 
those beautiful marks of rivers so frequent 
among the ancient poets. The author had doubt* 
less in this pl^ce Homer's catalogue of ships, and 
Virgil's list of warriors, in his view. The cha- 
racters of Moloch and Belial prepare the reader's 
mind for their respective speeches and behaviour 
in the second and sixth book. The account of 
Thammuz is finely romantic, and suitably to what 
we read among the ancients of the worship which 
was paid to that idol : 



• Thammuz e^me next behind. 

Whose annual wound in Lebanon allur'd 

* This quotation from Milton, and the pai^graph immedi- 
ately following it, were not in the ^rst publication of this 
paper in folio. 
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The Sjnrian damsels to lament his fate, 
In amorous ditties all a summer's day ; 
While smooth Adonis from his native rock 
Ran purple to the sea, suppos'd with hlood 
Of Thammuz yearly wounded : the love tale 
Infected S ion's daughters with like heat. 
Whose wanton passions in the sacred porch 
Ezekiel saw; when, by the Tision led, / 

His eyes surrey'd Uie dark idolatries 
Of alienated Judah— — 

The reader will pardon me if I insert as a note 
on this beautiful passage, the account given us 
by the late irigenious Mr. Maundrell of this 
ancient piece of worship, and probably the first 
occasion of such a superstition. * We came 
to a fair large river— doubtless the ancient river 
Adonis, so famous for the idolatrous rites per- 
formed here in lamentation of Adonis. We had 
the fortune to see what may be supposed to be the 
occasion of that opinion which Lucian relates 
concerning this river, viz. That this stream, at 
certain seasons of the year, especially about the 
feast of Adonis, is of a bloody colour ; which the 
heathens looked upon as proceeding from a kindl 
of sympathy hi the river for the death of Adonisy 
who was killed by a wild boar in the mountains, 
out of which this stream rises^ Something like 
this we saw actually come to pass ; for the water 
was stained to a surprising redness ; and, as we 
observed in travelling, had discoloured the sea 
a great way into a reddish hue, occasioned doubt- 
less by a sort of minium, or red earth) washed 
into the river by the violence of the rain, and not 
by any stain from Adonis's blood.' 

The passage in the catalogue, explaining the 
manner how spirits transform themselves by con- 
traction or enlargement of their dimensions, is 
introduced with great judgment, to make way for 
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several surprising accidents in the sequel of the 
poem. There follows one, at the veiy end of the 
first book, which is what the French critics call 
marvellous, but at the same' time probable by rea- 
son of the passage last mentioned. As soon as 
the infernal palace is finished, we are told the 
multitude and rabble of spirits immediately 
shrunk themselves into a small compass, that 
there might be^room for such a numberless assem* 
bly in this capacious hall. But it is the poet's 
refinement upon this thought which I most ad- 
mire, and which is indeed very noble in itself. 
For he tells us, that notwithstanding the vulgar 
among the fallen spirits contracted their forms^ 
those of the first rank, and dignity still preserved 
their natural dimensions : 

Thus incorporeal spirits to smallest forms 
Reduc'd their shapes immense, and were at large. 
Though without number, still amidst ^he hall 
()f that infernal court. But far withia, 
And in their own dimensions iike themselveSj 
The great seraphic lords and cherubim 
In close recess and secret conclave sat, 
A thousand demi-gods xm golden seats. 
Frequent and full — .— 

The character of Mammon, and the description of 
the Pandaemonium, are full of beauties. 

There are several other strokes in the first 
book wonderfully poetical, and instances of that 
sublime genius so peculiar to the author. Such 
is the description of Azazel's stc^ture, and thc^ 
infernal standard which he' unfurls ; as also of 
that ghastly light by which the fiends appear to 
•ne another in their place of torments : 

The seat of desolation, void of light. 

Save what the gUmrn'ring of those lived flames 

(vasts pale sad ireadfal " ■ ', . 
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The shout of the whole host of fallen angels 
when drawn up in battle array : 

——The universal host up sent 
~ A shout that tore hell's concave^ and heyond 
Frighted the reign of Chaos and old Night. 

The review^ which the leader makes of his 
infernal army : 

H e through the armed files 
Darts hi;i ex^riencM eye, and soon traverse 
The whole iMttalioD. views, their order due. 
Their visages and stature as of gods. 
Their number last he sums ; and now his heart 
Distends with pride, and hard'ning in his strength 
, Glories I ■ 

The flash of light which appeared upon the 
drawing of their swords : , 

He spake ; find to confirm his words out flew 
Millions of flaming swordsj drawn from the thighs 
Of mighty cherubim ; the sudden blaze 
Far round illumin'd hell. 

The sudden production of the Pandsemonium.: 

Anon out of the earth a fabric huge 
Rose like an exhalation, with the^ound 
Of dulcet symphonies and voices sweet. 

The artificial illumijc^ations made in it: 



From the arch'd roof 



Pendent by subtle magic, many a row 
Of starry lamps and buzing cressets^* fed 
With Naptha and Asphaltus, yielded light 
As from a sky. ■ 

There are also several noble similes and allu- 
sions in the first book of Paradise Lost. And here 
I must observe) that when Milton alludes either 

* Cresset^ i, e. > blazing light set on {a beacon, in French, 
croM«e/e, because beacons formerly had crosses on their tops. 

VOL. V. I 
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to things or persons, lie never quits his simile 
until it rises to some very great ideK, which is 
often foreign to the occasion that gave birth to it- 
The resemblance does not, perhaps, last above a 
line or two, but the poet runs on with the hint 
until he has raised out of it some glorious image 
or sentiment, proper to inflame the mind of the 
reader, and to give it that sublime kind of enter- 
tainment which is suitable to the nature of an 
heroic poem. Those who are acquainted with 
Homer's and Virgil's way of writing, cannot but 
be pleased with this k)nd of structure in Milton's 
similitudes. I am the more particular on this 
head, because ignorant readers, who have formed 
their Caste upon the quaint similes and little turns 
of wit, which are so much in vogue among mo- 
de^rn poets, cannot relish these beauties which are 
of a much higher nature, and are therefore apt 
to ce.nsure Milton's comparisons, in which they 
do not see any surprising points of likeness. 
Monsieur Perrault was a man of this vitiated 
relish, and . for that very reason has endeavoured 
to turn into ridicule several of Homer's simili- 
tudes, which he calls ^ comfiaraisona a longue 
queut^ < long-tailed comparisons.' I shall con- 
clude this paper on the first book of Milton with 
the answer which Monsieur Boileau makes to 
Perrault on this occasion:^ Comparisons,* says 
he, ' in odes and epic poems, are not introduced 
only to illustrate and embellish the discourse, but 
to amuse and relax the mind of the reader, by 
frequently disengaging him from too painful an 
attention to the principal subject, and by leading 
him into other agreeable images. Homer, says 
he, excelled in this particular, \i^hose coniparisons 
abound with such images of nature as are proper 
to relieve and diversify his subjects. He contin- 
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ally instructs the reader, and makes him take no- 
tice even in objects which are every day before 
his eyes, of such circumstances as he should ^ot 
otherwise have observed.' To this he adds, as a 
maxim universally acknowledged, < that it is not 
necessary in poetry for the points of the compari- 
son to correspond with one another exactly, but 
that a general resemblance is sufficient, and that 
too much nicety in this particular savours of the 
rhetorician aiid epigrammatist.' 

In short, if we look into the conduct of Homer, 
Virgil^ and Milton, as the great fable is the soul 
of each poem, so to give their works an agreeable 
variety, their episodes are so many short fables, 
and their similes so many short episodes ; to 
which you may add, if you please, that their meta- 
phors are so maiiy short similes. If the reader 
considers the comparisdns in the first book of 
Milton, of the sun in an eclipse, of the sleeping 
leviathan, of the bees swarming about their hive, 
,of the fairy dance, in the view wherein I have 
here placed them, he will easily discover the great 
beauties that are in each of those passages. 
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Vultmt aUt venia et taco carpihir ignii 

ViHG. Mn.ir.2, 

A latent fire preys on his feverish veins. 

The circumstances of my correspondent, whose 
letter I now insert, are so frequent, that I cannot 
want compassion so much as to forbear laying it 
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before the town. There is something so xneati 
and inhuman in a direct Smfithiield bargain for 
children, that if this lover carries hispoint, and 
observes the rules he pretends to follow, I do not 
only wish him success, but also that it may ani- 
mate others to follow his example. I know not 
one motive relating to this life which could pro- 
duce so msaif honourable 'knd worthy actions, as 
the hopes of obtaining ^a woman of merit. There 
would ten thousand ways of industry ^nd honest 
ambition be pursued by young men, who believed 
that the persons admired had value enough for 
their passion, to attend the event of their good 
fortune in all their applications, in order to make 
their circumstanced fall in with the duties they 
owe to themselves, their families, and their 
country. All these relations a man should think 
of who intends to go into the state of marriage, 
and expects to make it a state of pleasure and 
satisfaction. .^ 



^ MR. SPECTATOR, 

< I HAVE for some years indulged a passion 
for a young lady of age and quality suitable to my 
own, but very much superior in fortune. It i» 
the fashion with parents (how justly I leave you 
to judge) to make all regards give way to the 
article of wealth. From this one consideration 
it is, that I have concealed the ardent love I have 
for her; but I am beholden to the force of my 
love for many advantages which I reaped from it 
towards the better conduct of my life. A certain 
complafcency to all the world, a strong desire to 
oblige wherever it lay in my power, and a cir- 
cumspect behaviour in all my words and actions^ 
have rendered me more particularly acceptable 
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^ all my friends and acquaintance. Love has had 
me same good effect upon my fortune, and I have 
increased in riches, in proportion to my advance- 
ment in those arts, which make a man agreeable 
and amiable. There is a certaui sympathy which 
will tell my mistress from these circumstances, 
that it is I who writ this for her reading, if you 
win please to insert it. There is not a downrigjit 
enmity, but a great coldness between our pa- 
rents; so that if either of us declared any kind 
sentiments for each other, her friends would be 
very backward to^ lay an obligation upon our fami- 
ly, and mine to receive it from hers. Under 
these delicate circumstances it is no easy matter 
to act with safety. I have no reason to fancy my 
mistress has any regard for me, but from a very 
disinterested value which I have for her. If from 
any bint in any future paper of yours she gives 
me the least encouragement, I doubt not but I 
shall surmount all other difiiculties ; and inspired 
by so noble a motive for the care of my fortune, 
as the beliefs she is to be concerned in it, I will 
not despair of receiving her-oneday from her fa- 
ther's own hand. 

I Am, SIR, 
YouT most obedient 

^ humble servant, 

Clytajjder.' 

* TO HIS WORSHIP THE SPECTATOR, 

^ The humble petition of Anthony Titlepage, sta- 
tioner, in the centre of Lincoln's-inn-fieids, 

*aHEWETH, 

* That your petitioner, and his forefathers, 
have been sellers of books for time immemorial : 
that your petitioner's ancestor,. Crouch-back Ti- 
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tlepage, was the first of that vocation in Britain ; 
who keeping, his station (in fair weather) at the 
corner of Lothbury, was, by way of eminency, cal- 
led " The Stationer," a name which from him all 
succeeding booksellers have afTected to bear: 
that the station of your petitioner and his father 
has been in the place of his present settlement 
ever since that square has been built : that your 
petitioner has formerly had the honour of your 
worship's cu&|tom, and hopes you never had rea- 
son to complain ofyour penny-worths: that parti- 
cularly he sold you your first Lilly's Granunar, 
and at the same time a Wit's Commonwealth, al- 
most as, good as new: moreover, that your first 
rudimental essays in spectatorship, were made in 
your petitioner's shop, where you often practised 
for hours together, sometimes on the little hiero- 
glyphics either gilt, silvered, or plain, Which the 
Egyptian woman on the other side of the shop had 
wrought in gingerbread, and sometimes on the 
English youths Who in sundry places there were 
exercising themselves in the traditional sports of 
the field. 

' From these considerations it is, that your peti- 
tioner is encouraged to apply himself to you, and 
to proceed humbly to acquaint your worship, that 
he has certain intelligence that you receive great 
numbers of defamatory letter^ desighed by their 
authors to be published, which you throw aside 
and totally neglect: Your petitioner therefore 
prays, that you will please tor bestow on him those 
refuse letters, and he hopes by printing them to 
get a more plentiful provision for his family ; or, 
at the worst, he may be allowed to sell them by 
the pound weight to his good customers the 
pastiy-cooks of London and Westminster. 

^ And your petitioner shall ever pray, &c.' 



\ 
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TO TBE SPECTJTOS. 

* The humble petition of Bartholomew Ladylove, 
of Roiind-court, in the parish of St. Martin's in 
the Fields, in behalf of himself and neighbours, 

^ SH£WETH, , 

< That your petitioners have, with gi^at 
industry and application, arrived at the most exact 
art of invitation or entreaty : that by a beseeching 
air and persuasive address, they have ^r many 
yj^ars last past peaceably drawn in every tenth 
passenger, whether they intended or not to call at 
their shops, to come in and buy ; and from that 
softness ,a{ behaviour have arrived, among trades- 
men, at the gentle appellation of ^' The Fawners." 
^ That, there have of late set up amongst us 
certain persons from Monmouth-sUxetand Long- 
tane, who by the strength of their arms, and loud- 
ness of their throats, draw off the regard of all 
passengers from your said petitioners : &om 
which violence they are distinguished by the 
name of " The Worriers." 
. ' ' That while your petitioners stand ready to re- 
4:eive passengers with a submissive bow, and re- 
peat with a gentle voice^ *> Ladies, what do you 
want ? pray look in here ;" the worriers reach 
out their hands at pistol-shot, and seize the cus- 
tomers at arms length. , 

* That while the fawners strain and relax the 
muscles of their faces, in making dijstinction be- 
tween, a spinster in a coloured scarf iand an hand- 
iT>aid in a straw hat, the worriers use the same 
roughness to both, and prevail uppn the. easiness 
of the passepgers, to the impoverishment of your 
petitioners. - 

* Your petitioners therefore most humbly pray, 
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that the worriers may not be permitted to inhabit 
the politer parts of the town; and that Round- 
court may remain a receptacle for buyers of a 
more soft education. • 

< And your petitioners, &€.* 

%* The petition of the New-Exchange, con- 
cerning the arts of buying and selling, and par- 
ticularly valuing goods by the complexion -^f the 
seller, will be considered on another occasion. 

- . . ^ ,- T. 
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J^on tali aiixilio, n'ec ^fefisoribus tsHs 
Tempua eget '"' 

YiRG. JEnuii. 521. 

These times vant other aids. Drydsn. 

OuE late news-papers being full of the project 
now on foot in the court of France, for establishing 
a political academy, and I myself having receiv- 
ed letters frpm several virtuosos among my fo- 
reign correspondents, which give some light into 
thatafiuir, I intend to make if the subject of this 
day's speculation. A general account of this 
project may be met with in the Daily Courant of 
la§t Friday in the following words, translated 
from the Gazette of Amsterdam. . - 

Parisy February 12. ' 1 1 is confirmed that the 
king has resolved to establish a new academy for 
politics, of which the Marquis de Torcy, minister 
and secretary of state, is to be protector. Six 
academicians are to be chosen, endovved with pro- 
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per talents, for beginning to form this academy^ 
into which no person is to be admitted under 
twenty-iive years of age; they ihust likewise 
have each an estate of two thousand livre^ a 
year, either in possession, or to come to them by 
inhei^itance. The king will allow to each a pen- 
sion of a thousand livres. They are likewise to 
have able masters to teach them the necessary 
sciences, and to instruct them in all the treaties 
of peace, alliance, and others, which have been 
made in several ages pkst. These members are 
to meet twice a week at the, Louvre. From thi$ 
seminary are to be chosen secretaries to embas^ 
sies^who by degrees may ^advance to higher em- 
ployments.' i ^ 

Cardinal Richelieu's politics mad^ France the 
terror of Europe. Thcf istatesmen who have ap- 
peared in that nation of late years have, on the 
contrary, rendered it either the pity or cotitempt 
of its neighbours. The cardinal erected that fa- 
mous academy which has carried all the parts of 
polite learning to the greatest height. His chief 
design in that institution was to divert the men of 
genius from meddling with politics, a province in 
which he did not care to have any one else inter- 
fere with him. On the contrary the Marquis de 
Torcy seems resolved to make several young 
men in France as wise as himself, and is there- 
fore taken up at present in establishing a nursery 
of statesmen. 

Some private letters add, that there will also 
be erected a seminaiy of petticoat politicians, 
who are to be brought up at the feet of Madame 
de Maintenon, and td be dispatched into foreign 
courts upon any emergencies of state : but as 
the news of this last project has iiot been yet con- 
firmed, I shall take no further notice of it. 
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Several of my readers may doubtless remem- 
ber that upon the conclusion of the last war, 
which had been carried on so successfully by the 
enemy, their generals wore many of them trans- 
formed into ambassadors ; but the conduct of 
those who have commanded in the present war, 
has, it seems, brought so little honour and advan- 
tage to their great monarch, that he is resolved 
to trust his affairs no longer in the hands of those 
military gentlemen. 

The regulations of this new academy very 
much deserve our attention. The students are 
to have in possession, or reversion, an estate of 
two thousand French livres per annum, which, as 
the present exchange runs, will Amount to at 
least one hundred and twenty-six pounds Eng- 
lish. This, with the royal allowance of a thou- 
sand livres, will enable them to find themselves 
in coffee said snuff; not to mention newspapers, 
pens and ink, wax and wafers, with the like ne- 
cessaries for politicians. 

A man must be at least five and twenty before 
he -can be initiated into the mysteries of this 
academy, though there is no question but many 
grave perspns of a much more advanced age, 
who have beien constant readers of the Paris^ Ga- 
zette, will be glad to begin the world anew, and' 
enter themselves upon this list of politicians. 

The society of these hopeful young gentlemen 
is'to be under the direction of six professors, 
who, it seems, are to be speculative statesmen, 
and drawn out of the body of the royal acadeniy. 
These six wise masters, according to my private 
letters, are to have the following parts allotted to 
them. 

The first is to instruct the students in state le- 
jrerdemain; as how to take off the impres'sion of 
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a seal, to split a. wafer, to open a letter, to fold it 
up again, with otther the like ingenious feats of 
dexterity and art. When the students have ac- 
complished themselves in this part of their pro- 
fession, they are to be delivered into the hands 
of their second instructor, who is a kind of pos- 
ture-master. 

This artist is to teach them how to nod judi- 
ciously, to shrug up their shoulders in a (Rubious 
case, to connive with either eye, and, in a word, 
the whole practice of political grimace. 

The third is a ^ort of language-master, who is 
to in,struct them in the style proper for a minister 
In his ordinary discourse. And to the, end that 
this college of statesmen may be thoroughly 
practised in the political style, they are to make 
use of it in their common conversations, before 
they are employed either in foreign or domestic 
affairs. If one of them asks another what 
o'clock it is, the other is to answer him indirectly, 
and, if possible, to turn off the quesUon. If he is 
•desired to change a louis d'or, he must beg time 
to consider of it. If it be inquired of him, whe- 
ther the king is at Versailles or Marly, lie must 
answer in a whisper. JLf he be asked the news 
of the last Gazette, or the subject of a proclama- 
tion, he is to reply, that he has not yet read it; , 
or if he du^s not care for explaining himself so 
far, he needs only draw his brow up in wnnkles, 
or elevate the left shoulder. 

The fourth professor is to teach the whole art 
of political characters and hieroglyphics ; and to 
the end that they may be perfect also in this prac- 
tice, they are not to sead a note to one another 
(though it be but to borrow a Tacitus or a Ma- 
chiavel) which is not written in cypher. 

The fifth professor^ it is thought; will be chosea 
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out of the society of Jesuits, and is to be well 
read in the controversies of probable doctrines^ 
mental reservation, and the rights of princes. 
This learned man is to instruct them in the gram- 
mar, syntax, and construing part of Treaty Lat- 
in; how to distinguish between the spirit and 
the letter, and likewise demonstrate how the 
same form of words may lay an obligation upon 
any piince in Europe, different from that which 
it lays upon his most qhristian majesty. He is 
likewise to teach them the art of finding flaws, 
loop-holes, and evasions, in the most solemn com- 
pacts, and particularly a great rabbinical secret, 
revived of late years by the fraternity of Jesuits, 
namely, that contradictory interpretations of the 
same article may both of them be true and valid. 

When our statesmen are sufficiently improved 
by these several instructors, they are to receive 
their last polishing from one who is to act among 
them as master of the ceremonies. The gentle- 
man is to give them lectures upon the important 
points of the elbow-chair and the stair-head, to 
instruct them in the different situations of the 
right hand, and to furnish them with bows and 
inclinations of all sizes, measures, and propor- 
tions. In short, this profe9Sor is to give the 
society their stiffening, and infuse into their mioi- 
ners that beauuful political starch, which may 
qualify them for leVees, conferences, visits, and 
make them shine in what vulgar minds are apt to 
look upon as trifles. 

I have not yet heard any further particulars, 
which are to be observed in this society of un- 
fledged statesmen ; but J must confess, had I a 
son of five and twenty, that should take it into his 
head at that age to set up for a politician, I think 
I should'go near to disinherit him for a blockhead. 
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Besides, I should be apprehensive lest the same 
arts which are to enable him to negotiate between 
potentates, might a little infect his ordinary be- 
haviour between mati and man. There is no ques- 
tion but these young Machiaveld, will in a little 
time turn their college upside down with plots 
and stratagems, and lay as many schemes to cir- 
cumvent one another in a frog or a sallad, as they 
may hereafter put in practice to over-reach a 
neighbouring prince or state. 

We are told that the Spartans, though they pu- 
nished theft in the young men when it was dis- 
covered, looked upon it as honourable if it 
succeeded. Provided the conveyance was clean 
and unsuspected, a youth might afterwards boast 
of it. This, say the historians, was to keep them 
sharp, and to hinder them from being imposed 
upon, either in their public or private negotia- 
tions. Whether any such relaxations of mo- 
rality^ such little jeux d* eafirit^ ought not to be 
allowed in this intended seminary of politicians, I 
shall leave to the w^dom of their founder. 

In the mean time we have fair warning given 
us by this doughty body of statesmen : and as 
Sylla saw many Marius's in Cxsar, so I think we 
may discover many Torcy's in this college of aca- 
demicians. Whatever we think of ourselves, I 
am afraid neither our Smyrna nor St. James's will 
be a match for it. Our coffee-houses are, indeed, 
very gQod institutions; but whether or no these 
our British schools of politics may furnish out as 
able envoys and secretaries as an academy that is 
set apart for that purpose, will deserve our seri- 
ous consideration, especially if we remember that 
our country is mot^ famous for producing men 
of inte^% than statesmen: and that, on the con- 
trary, French truth and British policy make a 

VOL. v. z 
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conspicuous figure in nothing; as the Earl of 
Rochester has very well observed in his admirable 
poem upon that barren subject. 
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t^uie forma, ut se tibi semper 



Imputet ? 

Juv.Sat.vi. 177. 

What beauty, or what chastity, can bear 
So great a price, if stately and severe 
ShestiUiusuHs^ 

Datdek. 

^ MR. SPECTATOR, 

*I WRITE this to communicate to you a misfor- 
tune which frequently happens, and therefore 
deserves a consolatory discourse on the subject. 
I was within this half year in the possession of as 
much beauty and as. many lovers as any young 
lady in England. But my admirers have left me, 
and I cannot complain of their behaviour. I have 
within that time had the small-pox : and this face, 
.which (accorditig to many amorous epistles which 
I have by me) was the seat of all that is beautiful 
in woman, is now disfigured with scars.^ It goes 
to the very soul of me to speak what I really think, 
of my face ; and though I think I did not over- 
rate my beauty while I had it, it has extremely 
advanced in its value with me now it is lost. 
There is one circumstance which makes my case 
very particular; the ugliest fellow that ^xsx prc- 
teiided to me, vras and is mo^t in my favour^ and 
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he treats xne at present the niost unreasonably. 
If you could make him return an obligation which 
he owes me, in liking a person that is not amiable. 
—But there is, I fear, no possibility of making 
passion move by the rules of reason and gratitude. 
But say what you can to one who has survived 
herself, and knows not how to act in anew being. 
My lovers are at the feet of my rivals, my rivals 
are every day bewailing me, and I cannot enjoy 
what I am, by reason of the distracting reflection 
upon what I was. Consider the woman I was did 
not die of old age, but I was taken off in the prime 
of youth, and according to the course of nature 
may have forty years after-life to come. I have 
notliing of myself left, which I like, but that 

I am, SIR, 
Your most humble servant, 

PARTHENISSA.' 

When Lewis of France had lost the battle of 
Ramilies, the addresses to him at that time were 
full of his fortitude, and they turned his misfor- 
tune to his glory; in that, during his prosperity, 
he could never have manifested his heroic con- 
stancy under distresses, and so the world had lost 
the most eminent part of his character. Parthe- 
nissa's condition gives her the same opportunity: 
and to resign conquests is a task as difiicult in a 
beauty as an hero. In the very entrance upon 
this work she must burn all her love-letters ; or 
since she is so candid as not to call her lovers, 
who follow her no longer, unfaithful, it would be 
a very good beginning of a new life from that of a 
beauty, to send them back to those who writ 
them, with this honest inscription, * Articles of 
a marriage treaty broken off by the small-pox.' I 
have known but one instance where gi TOaS^sx ^^ 
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this kind went on after a like misfortune, where 
the lady, who was a woman of spirit, writ thid 
billet to her lover : 

* SIR, 

* If y.ou flattered me before I had this ter- 
rible malady, pray come and see me now : but, if 
you sincerely liked me, stay away, for I am not 
the same 

CORINNA.* 

The lover thought there was something so 
sprightly in her behaviour, that he answered : 

* MADAM, 

< I AM not obliged, since you are not the 
same woman, to let you know whether I flattered 
you or not : but I assure you I d6 not, when I tell 
you I now like you above all your sex, and hope 
you will bear what may befal me when we are 
both one, as well as you do what happens to your- 
self now you are single ; therefore I am ready to 
take such a spirit for my companion as soon as 
you please. 

Amilcar.' 

If Parthenissa can now possess her own mind, 
and think as little of her beauty as she ought to 
have done when she had it, there will be no great 
diminution of her charms; and if she was for- 
merly aflected too much with them, an easy be- 
haviouv will more than make yp for the loss of 
them. Take the whole sex together, ^d you 
find those who have the strongest possession of 
men's hearts are not eminent for their beauty. 
You see it often happen that those who engage 
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men to the greatest violence, arc such as those 
who are strangers to them '\^ouId take to be re- 
markable defective for that end. The fondest 
lover I know, said to me one day in a crowd of 
women at an entertainment of musiq. < You 
have often heard me talk of my beloved : that 
woman there,' continued he, smiling, when he 
had fixed my eye, ' is her very picture.' The 
lady he shewed me was by much the least remark- 
able for beauty of any in the whole assembly; but 
having my curiosity extremely raised, I could 
not keep my eyes off of her. Her eyes at last 
met mine, and with a sudden surprise she look- 
ed round her to see who near her was remarkably 
handsome that I was gazing at. This little act 
explained the secret. She did not understand 
herself for the object of love, and therefore she 
was so. The lover is a very honest plain man ; 
and what charmed him was a person that goes 
along with him in the cares and joys of life, not 
taken up with herself, but sincerely attentive, 
with a ready and cheerful mind, to accompany him 
in either. 

I can tell Partlieiiissa for her comfort, that the 
beaiitlss, generally speaking, are the most imper- 
tinent and disagreeable of woitien. An appai*ent 
desire of admiration, a refiection upon their own 
merit, and a precise behaviour in their general 
conduct, are almost inseparable accidents in beau- 
ties. All you obtain of them, is granted to im- 
portunity and solicitation for what did not deserve 
$o much of your time^ and you recover from the 
possession of it, as out of a dream. y 

You are ashamed of the vagaries of fancy which 
so strangely misled you, and your admiration of a 
beauty, merely as such, is inconsistent witli a to- 
lerable reflection upon yo\lr^^V^» T\x^ Oaa^^^v^ 

7.^ 
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good-humoured creatures, into whose heads it 
never entered that they could make any man un- 
happy, are the persons formed for making men 
happy. There is Miss Liddy can dance a jig^ 
raise paste, write a good hand, keep an account, 
give a reasonable answer, and do as she is bid; 
while her eldest sister, IVIadam Martha, is out of 
humour, has the spleen, learns by reports of peo- 
ple of higher quality new ways of being uneasy 
^d dbpleased. And this happens for no reason 
in the world, but that poor Liddy knows she has 
no such thing as a certain negligence that is so 
becoming; that there is not I know not what in 
her air ; and that if she talks like a fool, there is 
no one will say, * Well ! I know not what it is 
but every thing pleases when she speaks it.' 

Ask any of the husbands of your great beau- 
ties, and they will tell you that they hate their 
wives nine hours of every day they pass together. 
There is such a particularity for ever affected by 
them, that they are encumbered with their 
charms in all they say or do. 'they pray at pub- 
lic devotions as they are beauties. They con- 
verse on ordinary occasions as they are beauties. 
Ask Belinda what it is o'clock, and she is at a 
stand whether so great a beauty should answer 
you. In a word, I think, instead of offering to ad- 
minister consolation to Parthemssa, I should con- 
gratulate her metamorphosis; and however she 
thinks she was not the least insolent in the pros- 
perity of her charms, she was enough S9 to find 
she may make herself a much more. agreeable 
creature in her present adversity. The endea- 
vour to please is highly promoted by a conscious- 
ness that the approbation of the person you would 
be agreeable to, is a favour you do not deserve ; 
for in this case assutaivce oi vic^^^*&\& the most 
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certain way to dissappointment. Good-natare 
will always supply the absence of beauty, but 
beauty cannot long supply the absence of good* 
nature. ^ 

POSTCRIPT. 

' MADAM) February 18. 

' ' I HAVE yours of this day, wherein you 
tv^ice bid me not disoblige you, but you must esc- 
plain yourself farther, before 1 know what to do. 

Your mQst obedient servant, 
T. The Spectator.* 
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Versate dtu, qmdferre recusent. 



Quid valeant humeri 



Ho a. Ars'Poet ver. 39. 



—Often try what weight you eau suj^port. 
And what your shoulders are too weali to bear. 

Roscommon. 

I AM so well pleased with the following letter, 
that I am in hopes it will not be a disagreeable 
present to the public. ^ 

^ SIR, , 

^ Though I believe none of your readers 
more admire your agreeable manner of working, 
up trifles than myself, yet as your speculatib]>$ 
are c^w swelling into volumes, and will in all 
probability pass down to future ages, methinks I 
would have no single subject in then^, wherein 
the general good <J mankind is concerned, left 
unfinished. 



i 
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< I have a long time €itpected with great impa- 
tience .that you would enlarge upon the ordinary 
mistakes which are committed in the education 
of our children. I the more easily flattered my- 
self that you would one time or other resume this 
consideration) because you tell us that your 168th 
paper was only composed of a few broken hints ; 
but finding myself hitherto disappointed, I have 
ventured to send you my own thoughts on tiiis 
subject. 

< I remember Pericles, in his famous oration at 
the funeral of those Athenian young men who pe- 
rished in the Samian expedition, has a thought 
very much celebrated by several ancient critics, 
namely, that the loss which the commonwealth 
suffered by the destruction of its youth, was like 
the loss which the year would suffer by the de- 
struction of the spring. The prejudice Wliich 
the public sustains from a wrong education of 
children, is an evil of the same nature, as it in a 
manner starves posterity, and defrauds our coun- 
try of those persons, who, with due care, might 
make an eminent figure in their respective posts 
of life. . 

< I have seen a book written by Juan Huartes, a 
Spanish physician, entitled Examen de Ingenios, 
wherein he lays it down as one of his first posi- 
tions, that nothing but nature can qualify a maii 
for learning ; and that without a proper tempera- 
ment for the particular art or science which he 
studies, his utmost pains and application, assisted 
by the ablest masters, will be to no purpose. 

< He illustrates this by the example of Tully's 
son Marcus. 

< Cicero, in order to accomplish his son in that 
sort of learning which he designed him for, sent 
him to Athens^ the most celebrated academy at 
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that time in the vorld, and where a vast con- 
course, out of the most polite nations, could not ^ 
but furnish the yoimg genUeman with a multitude 
of great examples and accidents that might in*- 
sensibly have instructed him in his designed stu- 
dies. He placed him under tii^ care of Cratippus, 
who was one of the greatest philosophers of the 
age, and as if all the books which were at that 
time wiitten had not been sufficient for his use, 
he composed others on purpose for -him: not- 
withstanding all this, history informs us that 
Marcus proved a mere blockhead, and that nature 
(who it seems was even with the son for her prod- 
igality to the father) rendered him incapable of 
improving by all the rules of eloquence, the pre- 
cepts of philosophy, his own endeavours, and the 
most refined conversation in Athens. This au- 
thor therefore proposes, that there should be cer- 
tain triers or examiners appointed by the state, 
to inspect the genius of every particular boy, and 
to allot him the part that is most suitable to his 
natural talents. 

< Plato in one of his dialogues tells us that So- 
i^^tes, who was the son of a midwife, used to say, 
ihat as his mother, though she was very skilful 
in her profession, could not deliver a woman un- 
less she was first with child, so neither could he 
himself raise knowledge out of a mind, where 
nature had not planted it. 

< Accordingly, the method this philosopher 
took, of instructing his scholars by several inter- 
rogatories or questions, was only helpinp^ the 
birth, and bringing their own thoughts to light. 

< The Spanish doctor above-mentioned, as hi$ 
speculations grew more refined, asserts that eve- 
ry kind of wit has a particular science correspon- 
ding to it, and in which atone it cw\\5(c. ^xviJc^ 'ea^ 
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cellent. As to those geniuses, which may seem 
to hare an equal aptitude for several things, he 
regards them as so many unfinished pieces of na- 
ture wrought off in haste. 

* There are indeed but very few to whom na- 
ture iias been so unkind, that tliey are not capable 
of shining in some science or other. There is a 
certain bias towards knowledge in every mind, 
which miay be strengthened and improved by pro- 
per applications. 

' The story of Clavius* is very well known. He 
was entered in a college of Jesuits, and after ha- 
ving been tried at several parts of learning, was 
upon^ the point of being dismissed as an hopeless 
blockhead, until one of the fathers took it into his 
head to make an essay of his parts in geometry, 
which, it seems, hit his genius so luckily, that he 
afterwards became one of the greatest mathema- 
ticians of the age. It is commonly thought that 
the sagacity of these fathers, in discovering the 
talent of a young student, has not a little contri- 
buted to the figure which their order has made in 
the world. 

* How different from this manner of education 
is that which prevails in our own country ! where 
nothing is more usual than to see forty or fifty 
boys of several ages, tempers, and inclinations, 
ranged together in the same class, employed up- 
on the same authors, and enjoined the same 
tasks ! Whatever their natural genius may be, 
they are all to be made poets, historians, and ora- 
tors alike. They are all obliged to have the same 
capacity, to bring in the same tale of verse, and 
to furnish out the same portion of prose. Every 
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* Christopher Clavius, a geometrician aod astroDomer, au« 
or of five volumes in folio, who died at Kome in 161^, aged 
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boy is bound to have as good a memory as the 
captain of the form. To be brief, instead of 
adapting studies to the particular genius of a 
youth, we expect from the young man, that he 
should adapt his genius to his Studies. This, t 
must confess, is not so much to be imputed to the 
instructor, as to the parent, who will never be 
brought to believe, that his son is not capable of 
performing as much as his neighbour's, and that 
he may not make him whatever he has a mind 
to. 

< If the present age is more laudable than those 
which have gone before it in any single particu- 
lar, it is in that generous care which several well- 
disposed persons have taken in the education of 
poor children; and as in these charity schools 
there is no place left for the overweening fond- 
ness of a parent, the directors of them would 
make them beneficial to the public, if they con- 
sidered the precept which I have been thus long 
inculcating. They might easily, by well examin- 
ing the parts of those under their inspection, 
make a just distributionof them into proper clas- 
ses and divisions, and allot to them this or that 
particular study, as their genius qualifies them 
for professions, trades, handicrafts, or service, by 
sea or land. 

* How i3 this kind of regulation wanting in the 
three great professions I 

* Dr. South, complaining of persons who took 
upon them holy orders, though altogether un- 
qualified for the sacred function, says somewhere, 
that many a man runs his head against a pulpit^ 
who might have done his country excellent ser- 
vice at the plough-tail. 

' In like manner many a lawyer, who makes 
but an indifferent figure at the bar^ might have 
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made a very elegant waterman) and have shined 
at the Temple stairs^ though he can get no busi« 
ness in the house. 

< I have known a corn-cutter, who with a right 
education woul4 have been an excellent physi* 
clan. 

< To descend lower, are not our streets filled 
with sagacious draymen, and politicians in live- 
ries ? We have several tailors of six foot high, 
and meet with many a broad pair of shoulders 
that are thrown away upon a barber, when per- 
haps at the same time we see a pigmy porter 
reeling under a bui^den, who might have managed 
a needle with much dexterity, or have snapped 
his fingers with great ease to himself, and advan- 
tage to the public. 

< The Spartans, though ^y acted with the 
spirit which I am here speaking of, carried it 
Iftiuch further than what I propose. Among them 
it was not lawful for the father himself to bring 
up his children after his own fancy. As soon as 
they were seven years old, they where all listed in 
several companies, and disciplined by the public. 
The old men were spectators of their performan- 
ces, who often raised quarrels among them, and 
set them at strife with one another, that by those 
early discoveries they might see how their seve- 
ral talents lay, and, without any regard to their 
quality, disposed of them accordingly, ibr the 
service of the commonwealth. By this means 
Sparta soon became the mistress of Greece, and 
famous through the whole world for her civil and 
military discipline. 

^ If you think this letter deserves a place among 
your speculations, I may perhaps trouble you with 
some other thoughts en the same subject. 

X. <Iam, Sec' 
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I<ro.308. FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1711-12. 



' Jamproten4 
FmUt petit Lalage m 

HoK.Oi.s.Sb.A.jtt.15. 

Idltge i>iD MiOD proeUim 

Her love, dot bhi^ to own her flame. 

' MR. B?ECTATOB, 

'• I GIVE you this trouble in order to propose my- 
self to you as an assistant in the weighty cares 
which you have thought fit to undergo for tlie 
public good. I am a very great lover of women, 
that is to say, honestly ; and as it is natural to 
study what one likes, I have industriously applied 
myself to understand them. The present circum- 
stance relating to them is, that I think there 
wants under you, as Spectator, a person to be 
disunguished and vested in the power and quality 
of a censor on marriages. I lodge at the Tem- 
ple, and know, by seeing women come hither, and 
afterwards observing them conducted by their 
counsel to judges' chambers, that there is a cus- 
tom in case of making conveyance of a wife's 
estate, that she is CLtrried to a judge's apartment, 
and left alone with him, to be examined in pri- 
vate, whether she has not been frightened or 
sweetened by her spouse into the act she ia going 
to do, or whether it ia of her own free will. Now 
if this be a method founded upon reason iind 
equity, why should there not be also a propur 
oHicer for examining such as are eiiterhig iiiio 
the state of matrimony, whether they are foiLcd 
by parents on one side, or moved by interest "iily 
on the other, to come together^ andb^wv";, tj'i-ia. 

VOL. V. fcA. 
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such awkward heirs as are the product of half 
love and constrained compliances ? There is no- 
body) though I say it myself, would be fitter for 
this office than I am : for I am an ugly fellow, of 
great wit and sagacity. My father was aa hale 
country *squire, my mother a witty beauty of no 
fortune. The match was made by consent of my 
mother's parents against her own, and I aAi the 
child of the rape on the wedding night ; so that I 
am as healthy and as homely as my father, but as 
sprightly and agreeable as my mother. It would 
be of great ease to you, if you would use me un- 
der you, that matches might be better regulated 
for the future, and we might have no more chil- 
dren of squabbles. I shall not reveal all my pre- 
tensions until I receive your answer ; and am, 

SIR, 

Your most humble servant^ 
Mules Palfrey.* 

•mr* spectator, 

* I AM one of those unfortunate men withiir 
the city -walls, who am married to a woman of 
quality, but her temper is something different 
from that of Lady- Anvil. My lady's whole time 
and thoughtsare spent in keeping up to the mode 
both in apparel and furmture. All the goods in 
my house have been changed tree times in seven 
years. I have had seven children by her : and by 
our marriage -articles she was to have her apart- 
ment new furnished as often as she lay-in.—^' 
Nothing in our house is useful but that which is 
fashionable ; my pewter holds out generally half a 
year, my plate a full twelve-month ; chairs- are 
not fit to sit in that were made two years sincey 
ner beds fit for any thing but to sleep in, that have 
stood up above U\aX tixs^c. My dear is of opinion 
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that an old-fashioned grate consumes coals, but 
gives no heat. If she drinks out of glasses of 
last year she cannot distinguish wine from small- 
beer. Oh, dear sir, you may gues^ all the rest. 

Yours. 

* P. S. I could bear even all this, if I were not 
obliged also to eat fashionably. I have a plain sto- 
mach, and have a constant loathing of whatever 
comes to my own table ; for which reason I dine 
at the chop-house three days in a week ; where 
the good company wonders they never see you of 
late. I am sure, by your unprejudiced dis- 
courses, you love broth better than soup.' 

* MR. SPECTATOR, Will's, Feb. 19. 

* You may believe you are a person as 
much talked of as any man in town. I am one of 
your best friends in tliis house, and have laid a 
wager, you are so candid a man and so honest a 
fellow, that you will print this lettev, though it is 
in recommendation of a new paper called The 
]H[istorian. I have read it carefully, and find it 
written with skill, good sense, modesty, and fire. 
You must allow th^ town is kinder to you than 
you deserve ; and 1 doubt not but you have so 
much sense of the world's change of humour, 
and instability of all human things, as to under- 
stand, that the only way to preserve favour is to 
communicate it to others with good-nature and 
judgment. You are so generally read, that what 
you speak of will be read. This with men of 
sense and taste, is all that is wanting to recom- 
xi^end The Historian. 

I am, SIR, 
Your daily advocate, 

Readbr Gentle/ 
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I was very much surprised this morning that 
any one should find out my lodging, and know it 
so well, as to come directly to my closet door, 
and knock at it, to give me the following letter. 
When I came out I opened it, and saw, by a very 
strong pair of shoes and a warm coat the bearer 
had on, that he walked all the way to bring it to 
me, though dated from York. My misfortune is 
that I cannot talk, and I found the messenger had 
so much of me, that he could think better than 
speak. He had, I observed, a polite discerning, 
hid under a shrewd rusticity. He delivered the 
paper with a Yorkshire tone and a town leer. 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* The privilege you have indulged John 
Trot has proved of very bad consequence to our 
illustrious assembly, which, besides the many ex- 
cellent maxims it is founded upon, is remarka- 
ble for the extraordinary decorum always observ- 
ed in it. One instance of which is, that the car- 
ders (who are always of the first quality) never 
begin to play until the French dances are finish- 
ed, and the country dances begin : but John Trot 
having now got your commission in his pocket, 
(which every one here has a profound respect 
for) has the assurance to set up for a minuet- 
dancer. Not only so, but he has brought down 
upon us the whole body of the Trots, which are 
very numerous, with their auxiliaries the hob- 
blers and the skippers, by which means the time 
is so much wasted, that, unless we break all rules 
of government, it must redound to the utter sub- 
version of the brag table, the discreet members 
of which value time, as Fribble's wife does her 
pin-money. We are pretty well assured that 
your indulgence to Trot was only in relation to 
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country ndances; however we have deferred issu- 
ing an order of council upon the premises, hop- 
ing to get you to join with us, that Trot, nor anjr 
of his clan, presume for the future to dance any 
but country dances, unless a hornpipe upon a 
festival day. If you will do this you will oblige 
a great many ladies, and particularly 

Your most humble servant^ 

£lIZ. Sw££FSTA££s/ 
York, Feb. 16. 

^ I NEVER meant any other than that Mr. 
Trot should confine himself to country dances. 
And I further direct, that he shall take out none 
but his own relations according to their nearness 
of blood, but any gentlewoman may take out him. 

The Spectator.' 

London, Feb. 21. 
T. 
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Dt, ambus imperium ett ^MnimwruMi Umbrague diletUea, 
lEi Chao8t et Phlejethoih loca nocte aUentia late : 
Sit mifUfaa audita loguif sit numine vestro 
JPandere res aUd terrd et caUgine mersas. \ 

viRG. ,ffin. vi. ver. 264. 

Ye realins, yet irareveal'd to human si^bt. 
Ye gods, who rule the regions of the night. 
Ye gliding ghosts, permit me to relate 
The mystic wonders <^ your silent state. 

Drydev. 

I HAVE before observed in general, that the per- 
sons whom Milton introduces into his poem ai^ 
ways discover such sentiments and behaviour as 
9VC in a peculiar manner conformable to their re^ 

aa2 
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spective haracters. Every circumstance in their 
speeches and actions, is with great justice and de- 
licacy adapted to the persons who speak and act. 
As the poet very much excels in this consistency 
of his characters, I shall beg leave to consider 
several passages of the second book in this light. 
That superior greatness and mock-majesty which 
is ascribed to the prince of the fallen angels, is ad- 
mirably preserved in the beginning of this book. 
His opening and closing the debate ; his taking 
on himself that great enterprise, at the thought 
of which the whole infernal assembly trembled ; 
his (encountering the hideous phantom who guard- 
ed the gat^s of hell, and appeared to him in all 
his terrors ; are instances of that proud and dar- 
ing mind which could not brook submission, even 
to Omnipotence ! 

Satan was now at hand, and from his seat 
The monster moving onward came as fast 
With horrid strides, hell trembled as he strode ; 
Th' undaunted fiend what this might b^ admir'd, 
Admir'dy not fear'd — — 

The same boldness and intrepidity of behaviour 
discovers itself in the several adventures which 
he meets with, during his passage through the 
regions of unformed matter, and particularly in 
his address to those tremendous powers who are 
described as presiding over it. 

The part of Moloch is likewise, in all its cir- 
cumstances, full of that fire and fury which dis- 
tinguish the spirit from the rest of the ^len an- 
gels. He is described in the first bpok as be- 
smeared with the blood of human sacnfices, and 
delighted with the tears of parents, and the cries 
of children. In the second book he is marked 
out as the fiercest spirit that fought in heaven ; 
and if we consider the figure which he makes in 
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the sixth book, where the battle of the angels is 
described, we find it every way answerable to the 
same furious, enraged character : 

— - Where the might of Gahri6l fought. 
And with fierce ensiens pierc'd the deep array 
Of Moloch, furious king, who him defy'd, 
And at his chariot- wheels to drag him bound 
Threaten'd, nor from the Holy One of heav'n 
Refrain'd his tongue blasphemous: but anon 
Down cloven to tne waist, with shatter'd arms 
And uncouth pain fled bdlowing. 

It may be worth while to observe, that Milton 
has represented this violent impetuous spirit, who 
is hurried on by such precipitate passions, as the 
first that rises in that assembly to give his opm- 
ion upon their present posture of affairs. Ac- 
cordingly he declares himself abruptly for war, 
and appears incensed at his companions for losing 
so much time as even to deliberate upon it. All 
his sentiments are rash, audacious and desperate. 
Such is that of arming themselves with their tor- 
tures, and turning their punishments upon him 
who inflicted them : 



No, let us rather choose. 



Arm'd with hell flames and fury, all at once. 
O'er heavens high tow'rs to force resistiess way^ 
Turning our tortures into horrid arms 
Against the tort'rer ; when to meet the noise 
Of his almighty engine he shall hear 
Infernal thunder, and for lightning see 
Black fire and horror shot with equal rage 
Among his angels ; and his throne itself 
Mix'd with Tartarian sulphur, and strange fire^ 
His own invented torments. 

His preferring annihilation to shame or misery 
is also highly suitable to his character ; as the 
comfort he draws from their disturbing the peace 
of heaven, that if it be not victory it is revenge, is 
a sentiment truly diabolical, and becoming the 
bitterness of this implacable spirit. 
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Belial is described in the first book as the idol 
ftf the lewd and iuxurious. He is in t^ second 
booki pursuant to that description, characteri- 
zed as timorous and slothful; and if we look 
into the sixth book} we find him celebrated in the 
battle of angels for nothing but that scoffing 
speech which he makes to Satan, on their suppo- 
sed advantage over the enemy. As his appear- 
ance is uniform, ad)d of a piece, in these three 
several views, we find his sentiments in the infer- 
nal assembly every way conformable to his char- 
acter. Such «pe his apprehensions of a second 
battle, his horrors of annihilation, his preferring 
to be miserable, rather than ' not to be.* I need 
not observe, that the contrast of thought in this 
speech, and that which precedes it, gives an 
agreeable variety to the debate. 

Mammon's character is so fully drawn in the 
first book, that the poet adds nothing to it in the 
second. We were before told, that he was the 
first who taught mankind to ransack the earth for 
gold and silver, and that he was the architect of 
Pandaemonium, or the infernal palace, where 
the evil spirits were to meet in council. His 
speech in this book is every way suitable to 
so depraved a character. How proper is that 
reflection of their being unable to taste the hap- 
piness of heaven were they actually there, in the 
mouth of one, who, while he was in heaven, is 
said to have had his mind dazzled with the out- 
ward pomps and glories of the place, and to have 
been more intent on the riches of the pavement 
than on the beatific vision. I shall also leave the 
reader to judge how agreeable the following sen- 
timents are to the same character z* 



No.309. SPECTATOll. 2S^ 



' This deep world 



Of darkness do we dread ? How oft amidst 

Thick clouds and dark doth heav'n's all-iniling sire. 

Choose to reside, his glory unobscur'dy 

And with the majesty of darkness roaiid * 

Covers his throne ; from whence deep thunders roar 

Mustering their rage, and heav'n resembles hell ! 

As he our darkness, cannot we his light 

Imitate when we please ? This desert soil 

Wants not her hidden lustre, gems and gold ; 

Nor want we skill or art, from whence to raise . ' 

Magnificence ; and what can heav'n shew more ? 

Beelzebub, who is reckoned the second in dig~ 
nity that fell, and is, in the first book, the second 
that awakens out of the trance, and confers with 
Satan upon the situation of their affairs, maintains 
his rank in the book now before us. There is a 
wonderful majesty described in his rising up to 
speak. He acts as a kind of moderator between 
the two opposite parties, and proposes a third 
undertaking, which the whole assembly gives 
into. The motion he makes of detaching one of 
their body in search of a new world is groundecl 
upon a project devised by Satan, and cursorily 
proposed by him in the following lines of the first 
book: 

Space may produce new worlds, whereof so rife 
Tnere went a fame in heav'n, that he ere long 
Intended to create, and therdn plant 
A generation, whom his choice regarded 
Should favour equal to the sons of heav'n; 
• Thither, if but to pry, shall be perhaps 
Our first eruption, thither or elsewhere: 
For this infernal pit shall nei^r hold 
Celestial spirits in bondage, nor di' abyss 
Long under darkness cover. But these thoughts 
Full counsel must mature :— — 

It is on this project that Beelzebub grounds his 
proposal: 



-What if we find 



Some easier enterpriAe ? There is a place 
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(If ftneient and prophetic fame in heav'a 

Err not) another world, the happy seat. 

Of some new raee call'd man, ^out this time 

To be created like to ns, though less 

In pow'r and excellence, but iaTOur'd more 

Of him who rules abo?e ; so was his will 

Pronounc'd among the gods, and by an oath. 

That shook heav'irs whole circumfereuee, eoofirm'd. 

The reader may observe how just it was, not to 
omit in the first book the project upon which the 
whole poem turns ; as also that the prince of the 
£illen angels was the only proper person to give 
it birth) and the next to him in dignity was the 
fittest to second and support it. 

There is besides, I think, something wonder- 
fully beautiful, and very apt to affect the reader's 
imagination, in this ancient prophecy or report in 
heaven, concerning the creation of man. Nothing 
could shew more the dignity of the species, than 
this tradition which ran of them before their ex-^ 
istence. They are represented to have been the 
talk of heaven before they were created. Virgil, 
in compliment to the Roman commonwealth, 
Biakes the heroes of it appear in their state of 
pre-existence ; but Milton does a far greater ho- 
nour to mankind in general, as he gives us a 
glimpse of them even before they are in being. 

The rising of this great assembly is described 
in a very sublime and poetical manner : 

Their rising all ait once was as the aooiMl 
Of thunder iieard remote. ' 

The diversions of the fallen angels, with the 
particular account of their place of habitation, are 
described with great pregnancy of thought, and 
copiousness of invention. The diversions are 
every way suitable to beings who had nothing left 
them but strength and knowledge misapplied. 
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Such are tixeir contentions at the race^ and in 
feats of arm S) with their entertainment in the 
following lines : 

Others with vastfyphaan rage more fell 
Rend up both rpeks and hiHs, and ride the air 
la whirlwind, hell scarce holds tlie wild uproar. 

Their music is employed in celebrating their 
dwn criminal exploits} and their discourse in 
sounding the unfathomable deptiis of fate, free- 
will, and fore-knowledge. 

The several circumstances in the description of 
hell are finely imagined ; as the four rivers which 
disgorge themselyes into the sea of &re, the ex- 
tremes t)f cold and heat, and the river of oblivion. 
The monstrous animals produced in that infernal 
world are represented by a single line, which 
gives us a more horrid idea of them, than a much 
longer description would have done : 



-Nature breeds. 



Perverse, all monstrous, all prodigious things. 
Abominable, inutterable, and worse 
Than fables yet have leign'd, or fear eoaoeiv'dy 
Gorgonsand hydras, and ehimeras ^re. 

This episode of the fallen spirits and their 
place of habitation, comes in very happily to un- 
bend the mind of the reader from its attention to 
the debate. An' ordinary poet would indeed have 
spun out so many circumstances to a great length, 
and by that means have weakened, mstead of il- 
lustrated, the piincipal fable. 

The flight of Satan to the gates of hell is finely 
imaged. 

I have already declared my opinion of the alle- 
gory concerning Sin and Death, which is how- 
ever a very finished piece in its kind, when it is 
not considered as a part of an epic poem. The 
genealogy of the several persoui^ i& ^'q?c&«s.^'^ 
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with great delicacy. Sin is the daughter of Sa« 
tail) and Death the offspring of Sin. The inces- 
tuous mixture between Sin and Death produces 
those monsters and hell-hounds which from lime 
to time enter into their mother, and tear the bow- 
els of her who gave them birth. 

These are the terrors of an evil conscience, and 
the proper fruits of Sin, which naturally rise from 
the apprehensions of Death. This last beautiful 
moral is, I think, clearly intimated in the speech 
of Sin, where, complaining of this her dreadful 
issue, she adds. 

Before mine eyes in opposition nts 
Grim Death, ray son and foe, who sets them on. 
And me his parent would full soon devour 
For want of other prey, hut that he knows 
His end with mine involv'd— 

I need not mention to the reader the beautiful 
circumstance in the last part of this quotation. 
He will likewise observe how naturally the three 
persons concerned in this allegory are tempted 
by one common interest to enter into a confede- 
racy together, and how properly Sin is made the 
portress of hell, and the only being that can open 
the gates to that world of tortures. 

The descriptive part of this allegory is likewise 
very strong, and full of sublime ideas. The 
figure of Death, the regal crown upon his head^ 
his menace of Satan, his advancing to the combat, 
the outcry at his birth, are circumstances too no- 
ble to be past over in silence, and extremely suit- 
able to this king of terrors. I need not mention 
the justness of thought which is observed in the 
generation of these several symbolical persons ; 
that Sin was produced upon the first revolt of Sa- 
tan, that Death appeared soon after he was cast in-^ 
to hell, and that the terrors of conscience were 
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conceived at the gate of this place of torments. 
The description of the gates is very poetical, as 
the opening of them is full of Milton's spirit: 

I ■■ ■ On a sudden open fly 

With impetaous reooil and jarring sound 

Th' infernal doors^ and on their hinges grate 

fiarsh thunder, that the lowest bottom shook 

Of Erebus. She open'd, but4o shut 

Excell'd her pow'r ; the gates wide open stood. 

That with extended wings a banner'd host 

Under spread ensigns marching might pass through 

With horse and chariots rank'd in loose array ; 

So wide they stood, and like a furnace mouth 

Cast forth redounding smoke and ruddy flame. 

In Satan's voyage through the chaos there are 
several imaginary persons described, as residing 
in that immense waste of matter. This may per- 
haps be conformable to the taste of those critics 
-who are pleased with nothing in a poet which has 
not life and manners ascribed to it ; but for my 
own part, I am pleased most with those passages 
in this description which carry in them a greater 
measure of probability, and are such as might pos- 
sibly have happened. Of this kind is his first 
mounting in the smoke that rises' from the infer- 
nal pit, his falling into a cloud of nitre, and the 
like combustible materials, that by their explosion 
still hurried him forward in his voyage; bis 
springing upward Uke a pyramid of fire, with his 
laborious passage through that confusion of ele-- 
ments which the poet calls 

The ifromh of nature, and perhaps her grave. 

The glimmering light which shot into the cha- 
os from the utmost verge of the creation, Mth 
the distant discovery of the earth that hung close 
by the moon, are wonderfully beautiful and poeti- 
cal, fc. 
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No. 310. MONDAY, FEB. 25, 1711-12. 

Connubiojungam stabilt-"'-^ Virg. £n. i. 77. 

I'll tie the indissoluble marriage-knot. 

< MR. SPECTATOR, 

I 

^ I AM a certain young woman that love a 
certain young man very heartily ; and my father 
and mother were for it a great while, but now they 
say I can do better, but I think I cannot. They 
bid me not love him, and I cannot unlove him. 
What must I do ? Sp^ak quickly. 

Biddy Dow-Bake* 

^ DEAR SPEC, February 19, 1712. 

* I HAVE loved a lady entirely for this year 
and half, though for a great part of the time 
(which has contributed not a little to my pain) I 
hav*e been debarred the liberty of conversing with 
her. The grounds ofoi^r difference was this; 
that when we had inquired into each other's cir- 
cumstances, we found that at our first setting out 
into the world, we should owe five hundred 
pounds more than her fortune would pay off. My 
estate is seven hundred pounds a-year, besides 
the benefit of tin mines. Now, dear Spec, upon 
this state of the case', and the lady's positive decla- 
ration that there is still no other objection, I beg 
you willnot fail to insert this, with your opinion, 
as doon as possif^Ie, whetlier this ought to be es- 
teefljed s^'fist cause ol* impediment why we should 
not b^ joined, and you will for ever oblige 

• Yours sincerely, 

Dick Lovesick. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

< Sir, if I marry this lady by the assistance of 
your opinion, you may expect a favour for it.* 

^ MR. SPECTATOR, 

* I HAVE the misfortune to be one of those 
unhappy men who are disting^uished by the name 
of discai^ed lovers; but I am the less mortified 
at my disgrace, because, the young lady is one of 
those creatures who set up for negligence of men, 
are forsooth the most rigidly virtuous in the world, 
and yet their nicety will permit them at the com- 
mand of parents to go to bed to the most utter 
stranger that can be proposed to them. As to me 
myself, I was introduced by the father of my mis- 
tress; but find I owe my being at first received 
to a comparison of my estate with that of a for- 
mer lover, and that I am noMr in like manner turn- 
ed off to give way tp an humble servant still richer 
than I am. What makes this treatment the more 
extravagant is, that Xhh young lady is in the man- 
agement of this way of fraud, and obeys her fa- 
ther's orders on these occasions without any man- 
ner of reluctance, but does it with the same sdr 
that one of your men of the world would signify 
the necessity of affairs for turning another out of 
office. When I came home last night, I found 
this letter from my mistress : 



(( 



SIR. 



" I HOPE you will not think it is any man- 
ner of disrespect to your person or merit, that 
the intended nuptials between us are interrupted. 
My father says he has a much better offer for me 
than you can make, and has ordered me to break 
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off the treaty between us. If it had proceeded, 
I should have behaved myself with^ all suitable 
regard to you, but as it is, I beg we may be stran- 
gers for the future. Adieu. 

Lydia.'* 

< This great indifference on this subject, and the 
mercenary motives for making alliances, is what 
I think lies naturally before you, and I beg of you 
to give me your thoughts upon it. My answer to 
Lydia was as follows, which I hope you will ap- 
prove ; for you are to know the woman's family 
affect a wonderful ease on these occasions, though 
they expect it should be painfully received on the 
man's side. 

^' HAD AM, 

" I HAVE received yours, and knew the 
prudence of your house so well,, that I alwajrs 
took care to be ready to obey your commands^ 
though they should be to see you no more. Pra/ 
give my service to ail the good family. Adieu. 

ClITOPHON. 

« The opei^ subscription is full." 

MEMORANDUM. 

The censor of marriage to consider this letter, 
and report the common usages on such treaties, 
with how many pounds or acres are generaUy es- 
teemed sufficient reason for preferring a new to 
an old pretender ; with his opinion what is pro- 
per to be determined in such cases for the future. 
See No. 308, let. 1. 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

^ TjiERE is an elderly person lately.left 6fr 



Jbttsinesft aad settled in our town^ in order^ as tie 
thmkSy to retire from the world; but he has 
brought with hk&. suth ^mk inctinaetticHi to tale^ 
bemng, t^at be disturbs both hiitisetf and all otir 
nei^^hbourhood. Notwithstaiiditig thb fraiitf the 
Jionestgentlemaiils so happf as to haveno tnemy : 
at the same time he has not one friend, who wiil 
venture to atqiiiaitit him with his wealanei^ib It is 
not to be d^btedy butif this failing were set in a 
pi^per lig;ht, he would quickly perceive thfe i:nde- 
cency and evil consequences of it. Now> sir, 
this being an infimuty \Hiich hope may be cor- 
rected, and knowing'that he pays much deference 
to yott) I beg that when you are at leisure tx> give 
iMaspecukMlontm gossipif^, you would think 
of my neighbour. You wiiU hereiiy oblige several 
who will be glad to find a reformation in their 
grey-haired friend: and how becoming will it be 
for him, instead of pouring forth woirds at all ad- 
ventures, to set a watch before the door of his 
mouth, to refrain his tongue, tp check its impe- 
tuosity, and guard against the sallies of that little 
pert, forward, busy person; which, under a sober 
conduct might prove a useful member of socie- 
ty ! In compliance with those intimations, I have 
taken the liberty to make this address to you. 

I am, SIR, 
Your most obscure servant, 

PniLANTHROPOSi* 
* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* This is to petition you in behalf of my» 
self and many more of your gentle readers, that 
at any time when you may have private reasons 
against letting us know what you think yourself^ 
you would be pleased to pardon us such letters of 
your correspondents as seem to be of no use but 
to the printer. 
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< It is further our humble request^ that you 
-would substitute advertisments in the place of 
such epistles ; and that in order hereunto Mr. 
Buckley may be authorized to take up of your 
zealous friend Mr. Charles Lillie> any quantity of 
-words he shall from time to time have occasion 
for. 

< The many useful parts of knowledge which 
may be communicated to the public this way, will, 
we hope, be a consideration in favoUrof your pe- 
titioners. 

And your petitioners^ &c.* 

^ote. That particular regard be had to this 
petition ; and the papers marked letter R may be 
carefully examined for the future. T. 
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